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He came from his own high lull and seised my hand in gi 
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VESPERS over, the church of St* Ildefonso 
quickly evacuated ; and to the deep cbanting o: 
monks, the solemn strains awakening raptures 1 
the pealing organ's animating sound lifting the 
to heaven, and through all the long-drawn aisle 
fretted vaults, swelling the note of praise, a deat 
stillness had succeeded, rendered still more im 
sive by the sounds which had immediately prec 
it, when a fair form, "Jairer than the spirit r; 
hills, when it moves in a sunbeam at nooi; 
noiseless steps, descended from an orato' 
It was Elvina, the heiress of Osma, hi r . 
'chief, the loveliest daughter that ever h' 
of snow. She cast an eager glance ? . 
-out behol&ng^the object me sqr .. 
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4 HOUSES 01^ OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

whose interference, ana almost wim a certain^ oV -* 
having found him here, in consequence of knowing 
he was in the habit of meditating at this hour in 
these lonely walks, relative to die haughty Rodolgjh, * 
one of the pretenders to her hand, she now sought-^- 
whose presumption, in continuing to importune her 
with his addresses, she herself vainly endeavoured to 
chftck ; but which, by requesting the father to remon- 
strate with him- on the subject, sfye trusted she should 
at length be freecUrom ; ana for which he could not 
be at a loss for ai* opportunity, in consequence qt" 4 
Rodolph's frequent visits to the convent, owing to 
the intimacy subsisting* between him and the Abbot* 
under whose protection he had, in some degree, been. 

A generous motive led her to apply to him on the 
subject, instead of her father. Rodolph, in a great 
measure, depended on him for his advancement in 
life; and to acquaint him with his presumption, 
would, she was convinced, occasion the destruction 
of all his prospects. 

The certainty of his suit being one the duke 
would never sanction, would of itself have been suf- 
ficient to have made her reject it, even- though her 
heart had been unprejudiced in favour of another. 
This, However, was by no means the case ; already 
had it owned a powerful prepossession, but much she 
• .*.; . •-! an unhappy one; yes, already had her bosom 
iired the pang of disappointment, already had 
i .-'ith the sigh of regret. 
\ i er steps towards the cloisters, soothed 
-vt- gloom, that had already involved th; 
. ve where through the storied panes 
do - *he still fiery horizon ^hed a 
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But she was here again disappointed. In hopes, 
however, the father might yet come, she resolved on 
remaining here a little while ; but had scarcely done 
so, when she was driven from the spot by die ap- 
proaching voice of the duke, in conversation with 
the Abbot ; and by whom she was aware she could 
not be discovered here, without inquiries being ex- 
cited that must lead to the consequences she wished 
to prevent. 

A door in an obscure part of thr cloisters afforded 
her the means of retreating. On passing through 
it, she found herself in a lonely aisle, in which she 
had # not before been, the cloisters having hitherto 
been the utmost limit to which she had advanced, lit 
at the further end by one magnificent window of stai- 
ned glass, and leading immediately to that wing which, 
owing to the great extent of the building, it had not 
been deemed requisite to repair, on the reconquest 
of the province in which it was situated, from the 
Saracens. 

She proceeded through a succession of mouldering 
arches and dilapidated aisles, till she found herself 
in another range of cloisters, surmounted by several 
lofty but decayed parts of the edifice, on which the 
evening sun seemed to suspend his beams, as if loth 
to withdraw them from the hallowed* ruins; and 
where, losing all apprehension of being followed, she 
paused, for the purpose of remaining till she should 
think it probable the duke had quitted the church. 

The enclosure formed by the cloisters was over- 
run with high grass and trees; but now, unagitated 
by a breath of air, all was dread silence here and un- 
disturbed. 

As her emotion subsided, the hour, the scene, gra- 
dually began to inspire the fair Elvina with that re- 
verential awe, that divine melancholy, which sooths 
the agitated passions into peaca ameliorates the 
heart, and disposes it to' holy t^ed\W\oxt% 

A2 • . ^ 
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Under the influence of the feelings they awaken- 
ed, she almost wished, still dwelling on the idea of 
having been deceived, that the solitude of a convent 
had been her doom. 

" For surely," thought she, " the life of the clois- 
tered votaress must be the happiest, since exempt 
from all that can disturb peace or endanger virtue." 

She forgot, in the enthusiasm of the moment, that 
as storms are requisite to purify the air, so interrup- 
tions to tranquillity are sometimes necessary to make 
us thoroughly enjoy it ; and that that is but a nega- 
tive kind of virtue, which has never been put to the 
test. * * • • 

As her eyes wandered round her, an old tomb in 
the enclosure, and nearly lost in the high weeds and 
briers that grew about it, caught her attention. The' 
effigy of a youth, in an extended attitude, like that of 
death, rested on it ; and bending over him knelt a 
weeping female. 

The sculpture was rude, but in the design there 
was something that interested her. She strove to'de- 
cypher the inscription, but time had rendered it ille- 
gible. 

" And this neglect shall the ashes of the proudest 
©f us experLMace," she involuntarily sighed, as, with 
a chilling sensation, she viewed the rank grass that 
spired up between the crevices of the tomb, and the 
various injuries it had sustained, u when the few 
that loved us, like ourselves, have passed away and 
been forgotten. At this now neglected tomb, what 
tears of anguish may not haVSTbeen shed, what soli- 
citude manifested to guard it from decay ! - 

Her reflections were interrupted by a deep sigh be- 
hind her. Startled, she hastily turned round, and be- 
held the tall and slender form of a monk leaning 
against a pillar. 
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Recovering from her alarm, yet confused at bqfcig 
found lingering here by herself, aftelr a momentary 
hesitation, she inquired for father Anselm; and, in 
an under tone*$ was informed by the monk, that he 
3 was then engaged in the confessional, but would soon, 
he doubted not, be at liberty to join hen 

With a slight inclination of die head, she turned 
from him ; but after another glance at the tomb, 
again directing her looks to him, inquired if he knew 
to whom it was dedicated ? 

"To a lovely but unfortunate pair,** he replied, 
advancing a little way from the pillar, but without 
throwing back the cowl which enveloped his counte- 
nance ; " if the tradition concerning them be true, 
the particulars of their sad story are too tedtbus for 
your ear at present — suffice it to know, they were the 
last descendants of two illustrious families belonging 
to this province, and who, from an early period, en- 
tertained a mutual passion for each other ; which, 
opposed in consequence of a long-cherished feud be- 
tween ttieir houses, exposed them to disappointments 
and persecutions, that ended in hurrying them to an 
early grave, happy but in this, that though not united 
in life, in death they were not separated, leaving their 
childless sires to lament too late their obstinacy-— too 
late their yielding to the voice of rancorous and un- 
justifiable prejudice, instead of that of nature* 

" Many are the pilgrimages that have been made 
to their tomb ; and still, notwithstanding the genera- 
tions that have passed away since their consignment 
to it, their memory is cherished by the tender and the 
feeling. When the shadows of evening begin to fall, 
the glories of this nether scene to fade, when the 
grass of the tomb whistles hollow in the breeze of 
night, then the fond enthusiast loves to stray beneath 
the mournful shadow of the trees that overhang it, and 
apostrophize the spirits of those whose rest> n^tVo^ % 
he involuntarily envies !" 
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There was something in this short recital, but %t ill 
more in the accents of him who gave it, reviving, as^ 
they did, from their strong resemblance to those of a 
being she in vain strove to forget, the most interesting, 
recollections, which deeply affected Elvina. * 

Full, clear, and melodious, the voice of the monk* ,. 
was calculated to impart a charm to the simplest rela- 1 
tion, to seize and fascinate the soul. She felt as if . 
she could have listened to his mellifluous tones ; and 
turning her humid eyes upon him, that, like the 
dewy star of 'evening, shone in tears, gazed with in- 
tense, though unconscious earnestness upon him. 

The gracefulness of his slender figure now struck 
her still more forcibly than it had done in the first 
instance, heightening the interest he had excited ; his 
countenance yet remained concealed, but there was 
something in his air and manner, which induced a 
belief of his being under the influence of sorrow. 

44 A sorrow to which, perhaps, was owing his as- 
sumption of the cowl," she mentally sighed. 4C Ah ! 
if one that could have been relieved by human 
means, would that I had known it in time !" Then, 
suddenly recollecting herself, she thanked him for 
the trouble he had been at in answering her inquiry* 
44 Peace to the souls of the departed ! she cried; 
44 in the other world may that happiness be theirs," 
her radiant eyes uplifted, to heaven as she spoke, and 
the shading veil thrown over her, half falling back 
from her beauteous face, 44 which in this was denied ! 
Alas, to what mysterious woes are mortals born !" 

44 Rather say," returned the monk, with a degree 
of asperity in his accent, 44 what woes do they draw 
upon themselves by their infuriate passions ! how 
many, like the silent inmates of this tomb, have fal- 
len victims to unbending prejudices ! Heaven is pro- 
digal of its blessings ; but man, erring and violent, 
mars its goodness, and yielding to the waywardness 
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of his nature, renders this world the wilderness it 
is." 

Elvina, by a look, assented to the truth of this 
observation ; and now, warned by the deepening 
gloom of the lateness of the hour, resolved on tarry- 
ing no longer ; conceiving, by this time, there was 
but little danger of encountering the duke, but to 
defer to another opportunity her wished-for conver- 
sation with her confessor ; accordingly bidding the 
monk remember her in his orisons, she was moving 
towards the interior of the building, when, suddenly 
catching her by the hand, he prevented her. 

" And are your commiserative feelings only awa- 
kened by those, who can no longer feel for them- 
selves ?" he cried, reproachfully ; and sinking on one 
knee before her, " Oh, let the sufferings of a bosom 
alive to the keenest f&ngs of sensibility also interest 
them!" 

His cowl fell back as he spoke, and gave to the 
view of the astonished maid, not the sunk features of 
a pallid son of sadness and despair, but the glowing, 
the animated ones of a youth in all the bloom of 
life?— the lovely, the beaming, the intelligent ones of 
Eustace St. Valery— he for whom the secret sigh of 
her soul had rose. , 

The Herculean nerve 
Braced his young arm ; Ind, softened in his cheek, 
Lived more than woman's sweetness. 

For a minute his lovely mistress rolled the large 
orbs of her majestic eyes upon him in silence, too 
much affected, too much agitated by his unexpected 
appearance, to be able to speak ; then a little reco- 
vering from the emotion it had excited, and recol- 
lecting the apparent cause he had given her for re- 
sentment, she drew back, with an effort, but an una- 
vailing one, to disengage her hand. 
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. u Do you then wish, by trying to fly me," he cried, 
u to confirm all my apprehensions ? to convince me 
you had the cruelty only to raise my hopes, for the 
purpose of making me still more severely feel the 
pangs of disappointment ? Oh, why not scorn me at 
once ? Better could I have endured your rejection in 
the first instance, than your cruel refusal after being 
led to believe my vows acceptable !" 

" I did not think to have spoken again to you," 
said Elvina, a blush of indignation mantling her 
cheek ; " but thus reproached, I cannot maintain the 
silence I intended. Though from appearances led to 
believe you merit the refusal you speak of, yet from 
me you never received it." » 

" Heaven and earth ! do you tell me this ?" he 
cried, in the most impassioned accents, and starting^ 
through emotion, from her feetp^did you not unite 
with your inexorable father in his rejection of my 
suit." 

" Never !" returned Elvina, impressively ; " how- 
could I unite with him in rejecting a suit that never 
was preferred ?" 

" Never ! repeated the agitated youth ; tt Oh 
Heavens ! can you deny that the marquis of Almeria 
pleaded in person to him ?" 

" Certainly not : but he pleaded for his son ; not 
for you." # 

St. Valery started back, and gazed at her for a 
few minutes, as though his senses wandered ; then 
again approaching her, u True," cried he " true. 
What I thought, what I meant was, that after hearing 
of his overture being rejected, merely through preju- 
dice, I feared I stood but litde chance with the 
duke, in consequence of that which he entertains 
against my family." 

Elvina looked almost incredulously at him ; but he 

persevered in the assertion ; and she was at length 

led to ascribe to the wildness of emotion the strange 
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and incomprehensible reproaches that had escaped 
him; and to a f$ar of disappointment the silence 
which had given Birth to such injurious surmises in 
her mind respecting him. 

This explanation led to the restoration of her con- 
fidence in his professions ; and at the conviction of 
having regained which his bosom's lord again sat 
lightly on its throne. 

He now proceeded to inform her, that in his pre- 
sent disguise he had not ceased, since he had last 
seen her, haunting every place where there was the 
smallest chance of again obtaining an opportunity of 
addressing her ; and which having at length found, 
he cried a Oh, let me again," throwing himself at 
her feet, " avail myself of it, to implore you, in pity 
to my sufferings, to the agony, the torture I have late- 
ly endured, to give j^ some hope to rest on !" 

u On that subjecMRhought I had been sufficiently 
explicit," returned the fair object of his adoration ; 
41 I have already told you, and now repeat the assu- 
rance, that the only hope I can give you is, that if the 
duke permits your addresses, they will hot be rejected 
by me. 

44 Ah ! that is so vague a hope," rejoined St. Vale- 
ry, with a desponding look, u after the stern rejection 
the overture of the marquis Almeria has met with, I 

fear# " A 

44 1 know not why you SRild fear from that cir- 
cumstance," returned Elvina. 44 The prejudice which 
my father entertains against your house has had its 
origin in too slight a cause, and been of too short 
duration, not to admit a hope that it may be overcome. 
That which he cherishes against the family df Al- 
meria is the growth of ages, and the offspring of in- 
numerable provocations. The sons have imbibed it 
from the sire, and by various circumstances been con- 
firmed in the belief of its being just. 
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" And does Lady Elvina unite in that belief? 
does she entertain the same cruel enmity towards 
the house of Almeria ? does she wish, like her fa- 
ther, its misery and extirpation ?" 

"The blessed Virgin forbid ! To no created being 
do I wish harm; but there is a wide difference be- 
tween wishing evil to a person, and regarding them ; 
and so far I do confess, I have imbibed my father's 
dislike to the haughty family of Almeria, our an- 
cient foes, that to the idea of an alliance with their 
house, I feel an insurmountable repugnance." 

u What, without having any personal knowledge of 
them ? without knowing, from your own experience, 
whether they merit that dislike ? Is it consistent with 
justice to let the innocent suffer for the guilty ? to 
hate the sons because the fathers offended ? The pre- 
sent Marquis of Almeria an <tfKf son have uniform- 
ly, I understand, endeavoured ^mmciliate the friend- 
ship of the duke of Osma, and extinguish those 
feuds which the unfortunate animosities of their re- 
spective ancestors kindled." 

" Assuredly, but entirely owing to a selfish mo- 
tive. The large possessions brought into our family 
by the marriage of their kinswoman, my mother, 
with the duke, they are desirous of having finally 
centre in theirs ; and hence their anxiety to culti- 
vate his friendship, as^tesential to the accomplish- 
ment of this wish." ^^ 

" And would it not be as fair, would it not be as 
candid, would it not be more consistent with the in- 
herent generosity of Lady Elvina, to ascribe their 
solicitude for her alliance to her own charms, her 
own merits, than to this sordid, this hateful, this de- 
grading motive ? 

Elvina blushed, and for a moment was too much 
confused by this indirect reproach, a reproach she 
felt she merited, for having suffered any circumstance 
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to betray her into so ungenerous an assertion, though 
one she could not doubt, from the declarations of the 
duke, being just, to be able to speak. ** 

Then a littlfeVecovering herself, and again raMng 
her eyes to St. Valery, " You are agitated !" she 
cried, surveying him with looks of surprise ; u how 
is it, St. Valery, that you appear to take so deep an. 
interest in the concerns of the Marquis of Aimer ia 
and his son ? It almost seems as if you had come 
hither to be their advocate, not your own — as if, in- 
stead of rejoicing, you were grieved at my rejection 
of their overture ! 

** Grieved, say you ? grieved !" repeated the evi- 
dently distressed youth. " Oh, Elvina, how can I 
choose but grieve, when I hear you acknowledge m - 
yourself swayed ta^he prejudices of your father? 
Nay, be not offei^M at the expression ; but as you 
have confessed having no personal knowledge of ei- 
ther the marquis or his son, is it not fair to surmise, 
that to the prejudice of the duke is entirely owing 
the existence of yours, and when I reflect on this, 
on the influence he has had over you in one instance, 
I tremble to think of that he may exert when my 
wishes come to be discussed — he may then be quite 
as successful in poisoning your mind against me." 

" Oh, no, never," she replied, with emotion ; then 
suddenly checking herseflhts if fearful of having 
said too much, and half averting her blushing coun- 
tenance from the ardent gaze of her suddenly de- 
lighted lover, "because," faltering through confu- 
sion, " I am aware of his having no just grounds of 
enmity to you." 

" But should he think differently, or rather, in my 
person, should he resolve on punishing the offences 
of'tny brother, then, my Elvina, then what is to be 
my^ late ? Uncertain, as we ure, of the issue of my 
ieation to him, rather tharv T\iW ?l t^SxaaaS^ 
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would it not be better at once to let that ceremony 
take place, which will place our happiness beyoncL 
the power of caprice ? My friend, Father Anselm, 
is at hand— the priest, the altar, all is . ready. Oh, 
terminate then at once my suspense, my anxiety — 
from misery, from despair, lift me to Heaven and 
happiness !" 

44 On this subject I will not listen to you," replied 
Elvina impatiently ; " while we can hope, let us 
hope — you have not yet put the sentiments of the 
duke to the test; it is therefore too soon to de- 
spair." 

" Too soon !" deeply sighed St. Valery ; " ah, my 
Elvina !" then, as if suddenly recollecting himself, 
u the united interest of my friends shall be exerted 
to render him propitious : but if, after all, he should 
still continue adverse ' ■ " 4^ 

u Oh, yield not to such a fWr !" hastily inter- 
rupted Elvina, with a cheek varying at its sugges- 
tion. 

St. Valery, fearing he should offend by longer 
persisting in the subject so near his heart, ceased for 
the present to importune her on it ; but so earnestly 
implored an interview with her the next evening, 
when, if not entirely out of suspense with regard to 
the determination of the duke, something, at least, 
might have transpired tojmve him an idea of it, that 
she at length consented t^^rant him one. 

Prudence now demanded her bidding him adieu ; 
reluctantly, perhaps, she thought of doing so : but 
she was too sensible of the propriety of the measure, 
to suffer herself to be prevailed on to prolong their 
interview, though his entreaties were powerfully se- 
conded by the feelings to which the hour gave rise — 
for by this time the deep gloom of closing day had 
fallen over the scene, save where through the time- 
struck arches the rising moon poured momentary 
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gleams of trembling light; and nought was seen, 
nought was heard, but what was calculated to excite 
that pensiveness which softens the heart v and renders 
it still more susceptible of tender impressions— <he 
hollow and indistinct whisperings of the trees in the 
breeze of night, and the mournful plaints of the 
birds, that held their ancient solitary reign amidst 
the mouldering battlements. 

St. Valery attended her towards the inner clois- 
ters — they then separated ; at the moment ef part- 
ing, " I shall remember your bidding," he cried, 
with a smile that illumined his whole countenance ; 
* 4 you desired me not to forget you in my orisons \ 
yet it was unnecessary to do so, for what vow can I 
prefer to Heaven, in which Elvina is not remember* 
fedi" 
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CHAP. II. ?- 



Often met their eyes of love/ and happy were (heir words it* 
secret. 

Obsian. 

The oratory, to which Elvina now hastened, and 
which she regained in a state of mind very differ- 
ent from that in which she had quitted it, relieved 
from the painful idea of thinking him unworthy of 
her esteem, -from whom she had in vain endeavoured 
to detach her regard, opened injsva spacious gallery 
of the castle of Osma ; of whiciBie convent, owing 
its erection to an ancestor of the illustrious house of 
De Hara, in pursuance of a vow made in a moment 
of danger, formed a wing, altogether constituting an 
immense fabric— one of those Gothic and magnifi- 
cent piles, that cannot be gazed at without the memo- 
ry of the past being awakened in the piind, the soul 
sent back to the days of other years. 

It stood at the base of a rocky , eminence in the 
province of Andalusia, and at some distance from 
x Seville, shrouded in eve rj£ direction, but that open- 
ing to the Guadalquiver, by magnificent woods, the 
growth of centuries — their deep gloom beautifully 
contrasted by the rich groves of orange and lemon, 
for which this province is so famed, and which com- 
pletely margined the lawn that spread before the 
building — still extending beyond them on the left, 
the woods stretched their dusky shades to the steep 
acclivities in the rear, and climbing. to their summits, 
formed high in air 
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" A woodland quire/* 
where at every step, 

» , 

" Solemn and slow, the shadows blacker fell, 
And all was awful listening gloom around." 

From these heights, wildly straying through the in- 
tertwisted roots of the trees, a thousand limpid rills 
descended, fertilizing the gardens beneath, and sup- 
plying the scattered fountains, the harmony of whose 
murmurs was not less delightful to the ear, than the 
. refulgent whiteness of their waters to the eye- 
4>r3P° the- loyers of the chace, the castle was a de- 
lightful residence, its distant woods and mountains 
abounding with game ; nor to the- admirers of the 
beauties of nature, and the votaries of festive plea- 
sure, was it a less Alectable one, the scenes about it 
being of the most enchanting description ; and in its 
ancient halls the voice of sprightly mirth resounded, 
the trembling harps of joy were strung, bards sung 
the exploits of heroes, or the heaving breast of 
love. 

The duke of Osma, its possessor at this period, 
and chief of the illustrious family of De Hani, was 
now in the autumn of his days* To the solidity of 
maturity, the energies of a mind unimpaired Wy age, 
he united abilities- of the first order; pre-eminently 
gifted by nature, he shone alike in the field and the 
cabinet ; commanding in his mien, lofty and elevated 
in his air and language, it was impossible to deny 
him attention; nor was he altogether deficient in 
those qualities that concilitate esteem : seldom, how- 
ever, did he sufficiently relax from the natural haugh- 
tiness of his character to obtain it. The most arro- 
gant of mankind, he aspired to universal homage ; 
nor knew how to forgive the slightest opposition to 

b 2 
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his hereditary claims to distinction* Pride was bk* 
governing ^principle, the spring of all his actions ; he 
was generoul, but it was from this motive— revenge- 
ful, but also owing to, the same cause* The feeling 
that rendered him impatient under the appearance 
of an obligation, rendered him raging at the shadow* 
of an injury : he was, in short, a turbulent subject, 

^m unsteady friend, as are all who yield to sudden 
irritations, and an implacable ' enemy. Even his' 
daughter, the fair Elvina, seemed more endeared to 
him by the gratification she afforded this passion, 
than by her many virtues ; yet that he was strongly 

: attachet|$to her, it was but fair,, to surmise, since- no 
other reSSwrthan his affectipnvlfor her could be*ig& 
signed for his not forming a second engagement, 
death having £arly dissolved that between him and 
her mother. ^ 

Elvina was all that thought can frame of elegance 
and grace—- to the beauty of youth, a figure that 
might have served as a model for a sculptor, were 
added all those graces which charm and inspire love ; 
every feature was expressive of mind ; her fine dark 
eyes beamed with intelligence ; her complexion fluc- 

. tuated, as pain or pleasure passed over her varying 
brow, now displaying all the delicacy of the fragile 
lily, new the bright glow of the unfolding rose ; and 
her smile was rendered resistless, by the sensibility 
with which it was replete. 

f Brought up under the immediate care of an ami- 
able female of the name of Olivia, she was early in- 
structed in every virtue, and guarded against that 
haughtiness which characterized her family ; so that 
to all but that noble pride which elevates the mind, 
she had remained a stranger. 

An exalted imagination led her to the study of all 
that was grand and elegant, the sublime in nature,, 
and the pathetic in composition j and to an exquisite 

i ■ 
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tast#ibr each, was added a genius capable of copy- 
ing one and excelling in the other. Her *voice, 
sweet and plaintive beyond expression, proclaimed 
her bosom the shrine of pity^ when she sung, sof- 
ter than the harp to raise the song 6f grief, it failed 
hot, originating as it appeared from he/ heart, to ex- 
pire in that of her enraptured hearer. Such wafe 
Elvina, the heiress of Osma. 



«c 



A lavish planet reigned when she was born, 
And made her of such kindred mould to Heaven, 
She seemed more Heavens 'than his." 






*fter attractions were of too powerful -a iisfture not 
early to occasion many competitors for her '.hand ; but 
though among the numerous candidates for it who 
bowed at her shrine, and felt or feigned a flame, 
some of the most distinguished grandees of Castile 
were to be ranked, her rejection of them met not 
with that opposition she had apprehended from the 
duke : but his forbearance, in these instances, was 
npt so entirely owing to his tenderness for her, and 
consequent repugnance to force her inclination, as 
she tried to flatter herself, as to his entertaining still 
more exalted expectations for hen The Queen had 
long been' in a declining state ; and, from the admi- 
ration with which she was regarded, he was not 
without hopes, that, if an opportunity offered, she 
might be elevated to the throne — hopes which indu- 
ced him to decide on not being precipitate in urging 
her to form an engagement : but not to this ambi- 
tious motive was owing her rejection of her differ- 
ent admirers* 

In the delightful shades around the castle, fond of 
all the inpocent amusements of the country, she lov- 
ed to wander where the warblings of the birds that 

altered on the boughs, rendering still more enchant- 
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rag the beauties of the scene, added to the murmurs 
of distant waters, formed a concert infinitely more 
gratifying to her mind than any of the pleasures af- 
forded by magnificence ; and odoriferous shrubs 
perfumed the morning air, and exhaling their balmy 
sweets, to add at sunset to the charms of the even- 
ing walk. 

With a book in her hand, she delighted to stray 
through the fragrant shrubberies, or long receding 
alleys, so propitious, from their solitude and silence, 
to meditation and reverie ; and thence, the freshness 
of the morning past, to plunge into the mid wood 

shade, 

« 

** Where scarce a sunbeam wandered through the gloom 
And on the dark green grass, beside the brink 
Of haunted stream; or in some gelid covert, 
Woodbine wrought," * 

and, fresh bedewed with ever-sporting streams, inn 
dulge in those lonely musings which 

44 Sooth every gust of passion into peace, 
All but the swellings of the softened heart, 
That waken, not tlisturb, the tranquil mind. 



»j 



But these lonely pleasures were for a. time sus- 
pended, by the extraordinary circumstance of her 
steps being haunted by an invisible musician :— on a 
sudden, whenever unaccompanied, at which times 
she never ventured out of sight of the castle, the 
most enchanting music met her ear — strains so soft, 
so sweet, so truly seraphic, that they might al- 
most have been taken for an invitation to the realms 
of bliss ; and which still receding as she approached, 
seemed to intimate to her to follow. 

Various were the methods had recourse to for the 
purnose of discovering the person from whom they 
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tame-*-but in vain> and at length, from this cir- 
cumstance, and their only being addressed to Lady 
Elvina, the superstitious were led to believe them a 
supernatural warning to her of some approaching 
loss; while the more suspicious regarded them as 
the stratagem of some disappointed lover, to entice 
her to a distance from the castle, that might favour 
an intention of carrying her off, Elvina herself 
sometimes almost wavered between the two opinions 
—sometimes was tempted to imagine they proceeded 
either from some spirit to mortals good, 

" Or the unseen genius of the wood." 

At length, the impression made on her mind by 
the circumstance fading from it, she ventured one 
evening, at sun set, to a favourite retreat of hers, a 
pavilion romantically situated amongst the woods, at 
& little distance from the castle, and through their 
openings commanding partial views of the Guadal- 
tjuiver, now reflecting the gorgeous clouds of even- 
ing, while the thrilling song of the nightingale, re- 
sounded through the shades, and the air all around 
was scented with the fragrance of the orange. Lost 
in the contemplation of the imagery here exhibited to 
her view, she remained fixed to one spot, till startled 
by a deep sigh, when, hastily turning, she caught a 
glimpse of a figure retreating from an open lattice 
immediately behind her. 

Not a little alarmed, the invisible musician recur* 
ring at the moment to her recollection, she would in- 
stantly have fled the building ; but was prevented by 
the appearance of a young and elegant cavalier at 
the entrance. 

" Pardon this intrusion," he said, in accents the 
most deprecating, and, as her eyes met his, present- 
ing to her view a countenance of the most exajiUits. 
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beauty, u but I feared you were alarmed, $!nd~could 
not, therefore, prevent myself from coming forward, 
to assure you there is no cause for apprehension." 

44 Your appearance, Sir," returned Elvina, en- 
deavouring to recollect herself, " forbids it ; other- 
wise, I confess the unexpected sight of a stranger 
here would probably have excked it." 

44 To prevent the circumstance occasioning even 
suspicion," he rejoined, ** permit me to explain who 
I am." 

Elvina became more embarrassed, but did not at- 
tempt to move. 

44 Yet, in doing so," continued he, after a tran^ 
sient pause, during which his eyes were anxiously 
fastened on her, with an expression that deepened 
the blush on her cheek, and quickened the pulsa- 
tions of her heart, " I may, perhaps, only removd 
alarm to excite indignation. Though my ardent, my 
restless gratitude has long sought this opportunity, 
long sighed to be permitted to give utterance to the 
feelings you have inspired, yet now that I have ob- 
tained it, I tremble to avail myself of it, lest I should 
offend ; yet, since the explanation now seems una- 
voidable, know then, he whom the chance of war re- 
cently threw into the power of your father — he 
whose captivity has excited so generous a sympathy 
in your bosom, who owes, to the interest you have 
so feelingly taken in his fate, unreturnable obliga- 
tions—now stands before you." 

Elvina started, but gave no utterance to the sur- 
prise with which the avowal filled her. 

44 By chance," he proceeded, I discovered a secret 
door in my prison, so slightly guarded as to give 
me egress from it ; and from time to time since the 
discovery, have availed myself of it, to hover about 
the haunts I understood you frequented, in hopes of 
at length obtaining the opportunity I now have of ex> 
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pressing the grateful sense I entertain of your good- 



ness." 



Elvina again started. This acknowledgment led 
to a suspicion that in him ^he saw the invisible* mu- 
sician ; and, after a momentary hesitation, revealing 
it, he confessed her not being mistaken, acknowledg- 
ing that he had recourse to his guitar, in hopes of 
drawing her by it to such a distance from the castle, 
as would render it safe for him to introduce himself 
to her notice ; and that his being able to elude pur- 
suit, was owing to his retreating to his prison, the 
moment he beheld her, through the thick brakes that 
concealed him from her view, bending her steps 
towards it, or any one approaching her. 

a And why," suddenly as well as earnesdy inter* 
rogated Elvina, u why not profit by the power you 
have of quitting your prison to effect your escape ?" 

• u Because I am almost convinced I could not do 
so without involving others in disagreeable c.onse- 
quences — it would be scarcely possible to persuade 
the duke but that some one belonging to him assist-* 
ed in it ; and a thousand times rather would I suf- 
fer unhappjness myself than be the cause x>f injury 
to any one.*' j* 

The generosity evinced by this declaration wis not 
lost upon the sensitive heart of Elvina ; for a mo- 
ment her eyes were bent to the ground, by the emo* 
tion it excited ; then again uplifting them to his il- 
lumined countenance — a Doubt not^' she cried, 
yielding, in the warmth of her feelings, to the idea, 
that what she wished would yet indeed be the case, 
" that your consideration for others will yet be re- 
warded. The nature of the $iuke," she added, 
speaking of him as filial reverence and fond affec- 
tion made her think, " is truly noble ; and whether 
the terms proposed for your release are complied 
with or not, the effervescence of resentment suh^vd- 
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ed, he w31, I am sure, release you : in the mean- 
while, I trust the degree of liberty you, enjoy will 
prevent your feeling your confinement so irksome as 
might otherwise be the case." 

44 Oh ! how can that cpnfinement feel iAsome 
which excites your sympathy ? how," he added, still 
more passionately, " those chains feel heavy which 
you have sought to lighten ? But, permit me to add, 
the liberty you allude to I shall not make use of, 
should I find my availing myself of it banishes you 
your usual walks." 

Elvina blushed and hesitated ; the prepossession 
he had excited was of too powerful a nature not to 
induce a wish to see him again : but delicacy made 
her shrink from any thing like a concerted meeting, 
and the same feeling now occasioned her immediate 
return to the castle. 

Her retreat from the pavilion was not opposed ; 
but 44 Oh, how fugitive are the moments of happi- 
ness !" exclaimed the interesting prisoner, as he con- 
ducted her down the woody steep on which it was 
erected, and where the mingling trees formed a bow- 
er over their heads, almost impervious fta the faint 
t^Hlight that now prevailed. 

* In%, state of agitation which she had never before 
experienced, Elvina flew to confide to the bosom of 
her beloved Olivia the adventure of the evening, not 
failing, by the terms in which she spoke of him, to 
heighten the interest she had previously felt for the 
prisoner. 

John the first, son of Henry, count $f Trastamere, 
at this period sat upon the throne. He had not long 
ascended it, when don Ferdinand, king of Portugal, 
avowed a determination of taking up the cause of hiar 
two cousins, the daughters of the late don Pedro, 
surnamed the Cruel, and whose throne he asserted 
the king of* Castile unjustly held, although crowned 
with the unanimous consent of Spain. 
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In consequence of which declaration, considerable 
detachments were sent to the frontiers, chiefly under 
the command of the duke of Osma* 

But though immense preparations were made on 
each side, and every thing assumed the gloomy and 
portentous aspect of determined warfare, the affair 
ended, in the course of a few months, without any 
thing more serious taking place than a few skirmish- 
es, owing to the imbecile and fearful nature of the 
king ; or, perhaps, as was more generally believed, 
the influence of his favourite, Fernando Audere, 
whose partiality to the Spaniards was notorious 
throughout the kingdom. 

In those skirmishes the duke of Osma still came 
off victorious. Satisfied, however, with fame, he dis- 
missed without ransom all the prisoners he had made 
in those engagements but one, a Gascon knight, na- 
med Sir Eustace St. Valery, and him he declared 
nothing but compliance with the conditions proposed 
for his release should induce him to ransom, 

A few years previous to this period, he had been 
to Paris, on a mission from the court of Castile. In 
his way back he slept for a few days at the castle of 
a noble baron in Gascony, the brother of Sir Eustace* 
Here a tilting match took place, between a squire of 
his and one belonging to the castle, which ended fa- 
tally for the latter. It being evident, however, that 
to accident entirely was owing the unfortunate cir- 
cumstance, his opponent was acquitted of all blame 
respecting it, except by the baron himself, a man of 
fierce and haughty manners, and who happened to be 
particularly attached to the unhappy squire. In rage 
and resentment at his death, he declared he had 
come unfairly by it, and his consequent determina- 
tion of detaining the offender his prisoner for life. 

Against so unjust a determination the duke of 0$- 
ma warmly remonstrated; finding, however, his 
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expostulations vain, he proceeded to take more active 
measures for the deliverance of his squire : in these, 
however, he was equally unsuccessful. After a sharp 
conflict between his people and those of the castle, he 
was compelled to yield to the superior force of the 
enemy, and quit the field without having accom- 
plished the purpose for which it was taken. From 
that moment he breathed nothiiig but revenge against 
the insolent contemner of the laws of hospitality ; 
but till the present period had no opportunity of re- 
taliating upon him, in any degree, for his conduct. 

The moment he found his brother in his power, who, 
with several other knights from France, ambitious of 
signalizing themselves in arms, had joined the stan- 
dard of the king of Portugal, he despatched a herald 
to acquaint him with the circumstance, and make 
known the condition on which alone he could be in- 
duced to release him : the liberation of his squire. 

On his return to his castle, he lodged him in an 
unoccupied tower — too much incensed, by the recol- 
lection of his brother's conduct, to hold any commu- 
nication with him, or show him those indulgences his 
rank gave him a claim to fromjiim. 

The susceptible Elvina was deeply affected by his 
confinement ; she could not reconcile it to herself that 
the innocent should suffer for the guilty; and, far 
from aiding or supporting his brother in his violence 
and injustice, he was absent from the castle at the 
time the catastrophe which provoked this conduct 
took place, and on his return exerted himself to ob- 
tain the release of his prisoner; in short, she felt 
such regret for it, that though not utterly unacquain- 
ted with the sternness and implacability of the duke, 
she could not resist remonstrating with him on the 
subject, but in vain; and had no other method of al- 
leviating the uneasiness she suffered on his account, 
than by commanding every possible attention and in- 



HOUSES OF OSSlA AND ALMERIA. 27 

diligence to be shown him— -commands which, toge- 
ther with the effort she had made for his enlarge- 
ment, were conveyed to the ear of St. Valery, and 
confirmed in his bosom sentiments which, unconsci- 
ously, she had previously inspired. 

The next evening she, perhaps, involuntarily, drew 
Olivia towards those embowered walks, those de- 
lightful shades, which tjiey had for some time forsa- 
ken. The reflection that, as she had not given St. 
Valery any reason to hope he might find her here, 
their meeting, if one did take placfc, would be acci- 
dental, prevented her thinking herself guilty of any 
impropriety in running the risk of such a cir6um- 
stance. * 

They had not proceeded far when St. Valery sud- 
denly appeared before them. A certain conscious- . 
ness tinged the cheek of Elvina, at the moment, with 
a blush deeper than had ever before been spread 
over it— a blush which that of St. Valery seemed to 
catch. For a moment he stood confused and silent, 
then raising his eyes to her's— " For the world," cri- 
ed he**, " I would not be thought presumptive or in- 
trusive, but my steps will obey the impulse of my 
heart." 

His appearance and manner confirmed the prepos- 
session conceived in his favour by Olivia: but the 
more amiable, the more interesting she thought him, 
the more dangerous she conceived the growing inti- 
macy between him and her fair charge; and, as an 
incumbent duty, failed not, the moment they were 
again alone, ,to admonish her of the necessity of 
checking it— aware of the misery, from her perfect 
knowledge of the temper of the duke, which an at- 
tachment unsanctioned by him would draw on her. 

Whatever might have been the feelings of Elvina 
on the occasion, she promised to attend to lier admo- 
nition— *nor wilfully disregarded it; but St. Valery, 
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the ardent, the enamoured St. Valery, watched her 
steps too closely, not to obtain another and "another 
interview, which he at length availed himself of to 
avow his passion j nor rested till he had drawn from 
the agitated Elvina a promise, that, if sanctioned by 
her father, she would not reject his suit ; but, though 
conditional, scarcely had it passed her lips, ere her 
apprehensive delicacy caused her to repent it ; and 
she hastened to her Olivia ib reveal it, convinced, 
that if she had erred, she would assist her in regain- 
ing the path from which she had deviated, 

Olivia was concerned at what she heard ; yet when 
slie came to reflect that the promise was only conctt- " 
tional, and that his virtues, his accomplishments, thev 
equality of tj^fjfe? births and fortunes, might yet f 
united to t|ie consideration of his pot being a party / 
in the outrage of his ^btjlher, influence the duke to } 
favour his addresses, she sought not taqws-rsuade her ^ 
to recall it* *r ' r C , *' 

The disclosure of their mutual attachment made no 
alteration in the conduct of ElvjKa ; she still scrupu- 
lously avoided the places where there was a chance of 
meeting him ; but he still continued to see her ; and, 
spite*of herself, she could not be displeased at meet* 
ings so productive of happiness. 

But the? transports of St. Valery, though great, 
were not unalloyed ; mor%convinced than his daugh- 
ter wputoVollow herself to be, of the stubborn nature 
of thejtokfe, he often trembled to think? of the oppo- 
sition nm wishes might experience from him* and, 
under tpis 'painful apprehension, often implored his 
fair mistress to say what her decision would be, should 
he find it verified ; but still failed of drawing an ex- 
plicit answer fipm her, her heart sinking at the sur- 
mise—a surmise which at once shadowed every pros- 
pect, since, thougff every hope of happiness centered 
m the idea of tfieir union, no circumstance, she resol- 
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yved, should ever induce her tojswerve from the duty 
she owed he* father. s 

At length the herald 4e*P a t cne d to Gascony, to 
acquaint" his brother with his captivity, and make 
known the terms proposed for his release, returned, 
and by his report, confirmed St. Valery's apprehen- 
sions of lasting confinement, the baron positively re- 
fusing to accede to them ; and it was confidently as- 
serted, the sqigire said, that he was happy at a pre- 
text for refusing to liberate him, owfagfto the jealou- 
sy be entertained of his popularity at home, and his 
\yish to keep huru>ut of the enjoyment of -a rich he- 
ritage which had lately devolved to him. - - 

Elvina was present at this statement; she looked 
earnestly 4rf the countenance of the (Juke, to see what 
effect it had upon .him, . but could discern no symp- 
toms of his being dffected ta$r it. The chill of disap- 
pointment and fear pervaded her feelings. Their 
hopes of a union depended entirely upon his libera- 
tion ; but not solely on th^s Account did she regret his 
lengthened captivity— had she nev^r seen him, had he 
still been an object .of indifference to her, she still 
would have rggretted it, Qn account of its injustice, 
and the consequent imputations it drew upon her fa- 
ther. _ 

X>rged by <nese considerations, and , a thousand 
other nameless o$es, she threw heftelf at his feet, 
and conjured him to hear her. ^ ^ 

^Hitherto,'* returned the duke, " I have ever lent 
a ready ear to your solicitations! but nbi$f from your 
look, your manner, I am so thoroughly convinced 
you are about p^ferring one that ought not to be 
granted, that I confess I feel little .inclined to listen 
* to you." , 

a Oh! my father, you are indeed mistaken," cried 
the trembling suppliant, "'tis one I know you must 
approve ; not for myself do I plead — no^ tV^?s*a%\\&» 
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dulgent of parents has left me nought to solicit on my 
own account, but for the — unhappy— *fer— St. Vale- 
ry!" 

" St* Valery !" repeated the duke, starting back, 
and surveying her with a look of anger ; " fear you 
not again interfering on his account ? 

u 'Tis not solely on his account ; Oh no, my fa- 
ther ! 'tis equally oh your own ; for weH am I con- 
vinced, from the nobleness of your nature, that 
should the sufferings under which he now groans 
prove too mighty for hhn, the despair that now over- 
whelms him fatal, the reflection' of being accessary 
to his death would forever banish happiness; from 
your bosom." 

u Dread you not the consequences of your teme- 
rity !" demanded the duke with sternness. 

" As the heaviest misitertune that could befall me, 
should I consider the displeasure of my father ; but 
in this instance I cannot— no, in pleading the cause 
of the unhappy I will not believe it possible I can 
incur it." 

" Be not so certain," said the duke, but with a cer- 
tain felaxataon of features, that gave new life to her 
hopes. 

" Oh! yes, I am certain, she repeated, encoura- 
ged by the altered expression of '* hiSve6unten3nee ; 
Oh ! my father, grant me but this one requebt ; re- 
store St. Valery to liberty, and through life the re- 
collection of your goodness in complying with iCVill 
check any murmurs that may arise at the refusal of 
others." 

■a. ♦. " Of that I am rather doubtful since I have ge- 
nerally found, that the accomplishment of one difficult 
point emboldens us to attempt another ; yet I don't 
know but that I am somewhat inclined to put you to 
the test." 

Elvina clasped her hands in a transport of joy and 
titude. 
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tt ~ Yes," resumed the duke, after a pause of some 
minutes, secretly pleased at hiving a pretext for li- 
berating St. Valery, since latterly he had begun to 
experience something like regret and remorse on the 
subject of his co *^^*S nt i though, till the present 
moment, a feat OT*mfcurring the imputation of un- 
steadiness, by releasing him after the solemn resolu- 
tion he had avowed to the c ontra r y , made him hesi- 
tate about it, " I will comply with your request for 
the purpose of putting your moderation to the test. 
St. Valery shall be immediately released : but no 
professions," observing her again about throwing 
herself at his feet, from which he had motioned her 
to rise; u let your actions evince your gratitude; 
they are the only proofs I admit of sincerity." 

Elvina bowed in obedience to his commands, and 
withdrew. In the retirement of her chamber she 
gave unrestrained indulgence to the feelings of her 
heart. Tears of joy— joy of the most delicious na- 
ture, bedewed her lovely cheeks, at the idea of be- 
ing instrumental to the liberation of St. Valery. 
|pdging of his heart by her own, she pictured to her* 
$elf the transports he would experience, at the thought 
of being indebted to her for it; doubly precious in 
his eyes would his restored liberty be, she was con- 
vinced, since obtained through her means ; and with 
her sensasions was mingled the pleasing idea of the 
avowal his enlargement might speedily lead to. » 
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Delicacy forbade her throwing herself again in 
his way; it would seem, she thought as if she requi- 
red a repetition of his vows, a fresh assurance of his 
constancy : yet her heart sighed to receive his parting 
adieu ; but she resisted its impulse, though not with- 
out struggles that cost her dear. He departed the 
next morning % and that day there was no brightness 
in the sun for Elvina, no sweetness in the air, no mu- 
sic in the woods. All appeared a gloomy void, \ 
dreary blank. 

Towards its close she repaired to the pavilj 
where she had first consciously seen him. Soften* 
to still greater tenderness by the recollections here 
revived, she now almost repented not having afford- 
ed him an opportunity of bidding her adieu. *'* Yet 
let me not regret it," she cried ; " my motives fcr 
denying it to him St. Valery must properly appuft^ 
ciate ; and an increase of esteem can scarcely occa- 
sion a diminution of affection." 

But should they never meet again. Embarrassed 
%y difficulties, by his cruel and illiberal brother, 
should he be prevented from applying to the duke, 
or, more distressing supposition, should her father 
reject his suit, what then was to become of them? 
but from this torturing fear she strove to detach 
Her thoughts. " Let me not anticipate misery," she 
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exclaimed ; " let me only hope that should disappoint- 
ment be my lot, I may be endued with patience to 
bear it*" 

The silence, the solitude of the pavilion were too 
pleasing to her present feelings to permit her to think 
of hastily quitting it. The sun was by this time set ; 
but the moon rising in cloudless majesty over the 
high summits of the neighbouring mountains, and 
spreading her silver emanations far over the wide ex- 
tended scene, supplied with a softened light, his 
place, while the accompanying stillness rendered still 
more distinct the soothing voice of distant water-falls 
and the whisperings of the night breeze in the woods. 
The agitation of her mind yielded to the powerful 
influence of the hour ; but in proportion as it calmed 
her perturbation it deepened her melancholy. 

~ ill, still her thoughts dwelt on the possibility 
i was of no more beholding St. Valery; " and 
d it be so," she sighed, " shall I then be for- 
en ? Ah J cruel aricT selfish indeed I would be, 
not wish I might ; for, doomed to be separa- 
what avail whether sincere your vows or not i 
yet it would sooth my distress to think I should 
e lastingly remembered by you ; yes, St. Valery, I 
cannot, cannot forbear hoping that at no happy rival's 
fee? you will pass the hours bestowed by me." 

jj Oh, . never, never !" exclaimed an impassioned 
e— " Oh, never, never!" repeated a tall and 
eful figure, rushing into the pavilion ; and the 
next instant beheld St. Valery at her feet. 

Surprise, confusion, joy too, perhaps, for a few 
mmutes suspended the power of utterance : then, a 
little recovering, in trembling accents, and with a 
cheek suffused with blushes, she inquired why she 
saw him there. 

u What a question !" cried St. Valery, with some- 
thing of tender reproach in his, accents ; u co\d&'Y**» 
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imagine I would dq>art without again, seeing: ybu ? 
without again breathing my vows at your feet ? withr 
out giving utterance to the gratitude, the adoration, 
with which you have inspired me ? Oh ! if you did, 
you indeed wronged me !" 

44 No, no," replied the trembling Elvina, with 
warmth : 44 trust me, I did justice to your feelings ; 
I felt assured you would not have departed without 
seeing me, had an opportunity for so doing occurred ; 
yes, my heart told me all you wished, all you would 
have said." 

44 All !" repeated St. Valery, emphatically, and still 
more fervently pressing the white hand he had gently 
seized ; u all !" cried he with a smile, and fastening 
his dark eyes expressively upon hers, 44 did.it tell you 
all ? — of the vows I should have reiterated, that in 
freeing me from the fetters imposed on me by 
father, you have cast others round me, which 
only can break ?" 

44 St. Valery," replied El*ma, with much em 
44 1 must no longer listen to this language, except 
tioned "by my father ; you either forget I am n 
own mistress, or encourage a hope I may forg 
circumstance myself. * 

w 

44 No," returned St. Valery, passionately, 44 1 har- 
fcour not an idea of you calculated to offend ; norfcver 
would I have attempted to engage you in any thj 
like a clandestine correspondence, but for the 
py prejudices which forbade the public avowal 
passion. No, my proud heart would have shrunk 
from a procedure so apparently indicative of an infe- 
riority I do not acknowledge : in point of merit, y$\o 
can be considered the equal of Lady Elvina ? but, 
both from birth and fortune, it is my transport to think 
I am entitled to her hand. The period for putting 
these prejudices to the test is now arrived ; you have 
encouraged me to hope they may be overcome ; but, 
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» 
aIM| I fear the contrary. Greatly, however, would 
die anxiety occasioned by this apprehension be les- 
sened, could I hope that, let the decision of the duke 
be what it may, I should still find you inclined to fa- 
vour* my suit." 

"With a false hope I -never will delude you, St. 
Valery," replied his fair mis trees, in an agitated tone; 
" hear me now decisively assure you, that no conside- 
ration shall ever induce me to violate the difty I owe 
my father— J owe him more than the common obedi- 
ence of a child. On my account, though so young 
when deprived of my mother, he has retrained from 
forming another engagement. To me he has ever 
been uniformly tender and indulgent. In my princi- 
ples he has reposed a confidence not often met with in 
Spanish fathers : in proportion to this confidence would 
be his, resentment, at finding it abused. With the 
sigh with which my ingratitude would heave his no- 
ble breast, would mingle a malediction on me ; and 
not even you, St. Valery, could console me under 
it'" • • • 

A heavy gloom' for some minutes darkened the fea- 
tures of St. Valery, during which he remained silent ; 
then again raising his eyes to hers, " Nothing that 
can possibly tend to soften him in my favour shall be 
left undone : but, oh ! my Elvina, thou whom, whe- 
ther granted or denied to my longing arms, I must for 
vfiver adore, my heart misgives me, that all my efforts 
will prove unavailing. But listen to the communica- 
tion I have to make, and you will then be better able 
to judge whether or not these fears are groundless." 
He seated himself beside her on the sofa as he spoke, 
and, after an agitating pause of some minutes— 
" Know then," said he, in a voice solemnly impres- 
sive, u that — " 

What further he would have said was prevented hjr 
the abrupt entrance of Olivia.-^ On recovering from 
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the surprise she experienced at seeing him, she^in- 
fbrmed Elvina, that the Duke was following, foi* the 
purpose of supping in the pavilion with a lajge party 
of knights and ladies just arrived at the castle* 

St. Valery's vexation at this circumstance was un- 
speakable* As he started up to be gone, he eagerly de- 
manded of Elvina, whether she could not grant him 
an interview the next morning; but this the newly 
arrived guests rendered utterly impossible ; some- 
thing he then would have said ; but as he opened his 
lips, the voice of the duke sounded in his ear, and 
obliged him to fly* 

The difficulties Which, from various circumstances, 
there wa3 reason to suppose his brother would throw 
in the way of his taking possession of his estate, was 
the subject on which Elvina concluded he wished to 
have a longer conversation with her ; and this idea 
prevented that anxiety and impatience she might have 
otherwise experienced respecting it. Spite of herself, 
however, doubts would obtrude, relative to the result 
of his application to the duke, and tranquillity and 
cheerfulness fled before the anxiety of incertitude. 

About the period at which she might have expect- 
ed to have heard from him, the long-imprisoned squire 
of her father made his unexpected appearance at the 
castle. The firtt act of St. Valery, on arriving in 
Gascony, was to demand his liberation : this being de- 
nied, he accomplished it by force; and, in conse- 
quence, open hostilities commenced "between him and 
his brother. 

This information accounted to Elvina for his si- 
lence to the duke, till these unhappy feuds were ad- 
justed ; she knew it was impossible for him to make 
any arrangement for their union, and she trembled to 
think of the events that might take place ere he -could 
avow himself, if, indeed, the issue of his quarrel eVer 
allowed hinx.to <te so— apprehensive of the authority 
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the duke might exercise over her, should the addres* 
ses of any of his rivals meet his approbation. 

About this period, too, the marriage of the King 
with Beatrice of Portugal took place, his queen, Jane 
of Arragon, having died some time before, to the ut- 
ter disappointment of the ambitious hopes of the duke 
of Osma ; but which, aware of the triumph it would 
afford his enemies, he veiled under a show of rejoi- 
cing, giving the most magnificent entertainments on 
the occasion : and nearly at the same time, to the 
great surprise of Elvina, in consequence of the long- 
existing feuds between their families, the marquis of 
Almeria solicited her hand in marriage for his son, 
Don Ferdinand de Hara, a young nobleman of the 
most amiable manners and brilliant accomplishments, 
heir of a line which generous heroes filled, the help 
as well as glory of Castile* In his dark eyes beamed 
the valour which had immortalized their names ; and 
already had he given such proofs of his prowess, al- 
ready so distinguished himself in the fields of the vali- 
ant, that with justice he was considered the first of the 
Caspian knights* 

But though fame did ample justice to his merits, 
though every tongue bore testimony to them, such 
was the light in which the prejudices of the duke 
taught her to regard his family, that even though 
her heart had been disengaged, she would not have 
needed his commands to refuse htm. 

But how little was she aware, at the moment she 
assured herself of this, at the moment in which she 
solemnly asserted to the duke, that consciously she 
had never seen him, or, of course, given any encou- 
ragement to hisaddresses, that it was to him she had 
vowed perpetual constancy ! to him, under the bor- 
rowed name of St. Valery, she had plighted her faith ! 

The Marquis Almeria, his father, was at this pe- 
riod far advanced in life. Of the union, ^\\vcVi W 
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had not formed till a late period, and which death 
soon dissolved, Don Ferdinand was the only issue. 
To a greater ascendancy over himself than the duke 
of Osma, feelings as keen when roused, but not so ea- 
sily irritated, l>e added abilities equally distinguished ; 
but advancing years had now rendered him better 
qualified to plan than to execute — to shine as a Nestor, 
than to act as an Achilles. Ambitious of power, yet 
still more desirous of the approbation of his own heart, 
he had never for a moment deviated from the. open 
road, of integrity to accomplish his wishes, never per- 
mitted the solicitudes of ambition to involve him in 
the perplexities of intrigue : 

" What he would lughly, 
That would he holily ; would not play false, 
And yet would highly win." 

Top liberal to imbibe prejudices from the opinion. of 
others — too generous to be hurt at a competition in 
fame, or refuse doing justice even to the merits of an 
enemy, he had long paid the tribute of respect and ad- 
miration to the distinguished abilities of the du£e of 
Osma ; and under the influence of the feelings : they 
excited, more than once made overtures for a recon- 
ciliation between their long contending houses. 

These overtures were haughtily repulsed by the 
unbending Osma. Aspiring to pre-eminence on eve- 
ry occasion, he could not view with complacency a 
man. who so often disputed his claims to it ; and 
hence, to his being his competitor in fame, even more 
than to his being of the house he was early taught to 
detest, was owing his cold and repelling conduct to- 
wards him. 

The enmity which had lasted through successive 
generations between their families, to the destruction 
tff multitudes of their adherents* and frequently to 
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the endangering of the state, had had its origin in a 
cause nearly similar to that which provoked this in- 
veterate dislike to the Marquis* 

Elevated, in rank and abilities, above the rest of 
their contemporaries, the houses of Lara and De Ha<- 
ra beheld no rivalship but between themselves* Proud, 
arrogant, and aspiring, they became disgusted at ah 
equality which prevented the homage of the public 
from being undivided ; and in open acts of hostility,, 
and continual efforts to depreciate one another, gave\ 
way to their mutual jealousy and ambition. * 

A conflict in the reign of Alfonzo the Eighth, con- 
firmedtheir deadly hatred of each other. Upon the 
death of Sancho, his faithful minister, Don Guiterez 
De Hara still more fully evinced than he had ever 
done before, his right to that tide, by promoting tte 
election of his son, Alfonzo, who, through his means, 
when only three years old, was acknowledged King j 
of Castile, and himself regent. 4HfcJ 

The envy of his declared enemies, the famif^^B| 
De Lara, awakened by his appointment, they exci- 
ted a similar feeling among the nobles ; and posses- 
sing themselves by fraud of the person of the king, 
asserted by force their pretensions to the regency. 
In consequence, a civil war would have ensued, but 
for the sudden death of Guiterez ; immediately after 
which, Don M anrique De Lara was formally recog- 
nised as regent of Castile. 

But gratified ambition neither soothed his turbu- 
lent spirit into composure, nor induced him to over- 
look the opposition it had met with. The family of 
De Hara were the objects of his indefatigable ha- 
tred ; and in obeying its dictates, by depriving Fer- 
dinand, brother of the deceased Guiterez, of the 
government of Toledo, he lost his life. 

Brave %and ambitious as the rest of his family, 
Ferdinand firmly resisted his effort* \o te^w^Xas*- 
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of his government. Manrique was killed in the con- 
test, and his adherents dispersed by the victor : his 
place, however, was quickly supplied by Nugnez 
De Lara, who, in the name of the king, levied a 
new army, proclaimed the family of De Hara trai- 
tors, and summoned Toledo to open her gates to her 
•sovereign, a summons which obeying, Ferdinand 
was compelled to fly, and at the court of Seville 
seek an asylum, among the enemies of his religion 
and country. 

Under the name of the king, Nugnez ruled for 
some time with despotic sway ; yet the party of Ha- 
ra had rather been surprised than vanquished. From 
Seville, Ferdinand, their chief, repaired to the court 
of Leon ; and was received with open arms by a 
monarch who had himself experienced the arro- 
gance of DerLara. 

His wn adherents were still numerous ; the mar- 
youth of Leon were permitted to march beneath 

* standard ; and at the head of a powerful army, 
the proud exile entered Castile, to solicit his own par* 
don, and the punishment of his rival. 

Nugnez flew to arms, to encounter his hereditary 
enemy > he met him with a large body of hastily collect- 
ed forces, and their differences were terminated in a 
battle, which proved adverse to the house of Lara — 
two counts of that name were slain, and Nugnez 
himself made prisoner. Contrary, however, to his 
expectations, his captivity was of short duration— 
Ferdinand, possessed of a generosity to which he 
was an utter stranger, received him with kindness, 
and dismissed him with magnanimity — aspiring to the 
more noble revenge of subduing a second time by 
his generosity, him whom in the first instance he had 
conquered by his arms> 

On the dismissal of the haughty Nugn^zy he led. 
back his victorious, followers to Leon, without hav-< 
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ing once permitted any act which could viblate the 
dignity of his sovereign ; and in a marriage with a 
sister of his royal protector, who properly apprecia- 
ted his merits, and knew how to reward them, for- 
ever renounced his ungrateful country. 

But so little cause for triumph is there in this 
changeful scene, the haughty family which had occa- 
sioned this renunciation, were, in their turn, compel- 
led to leave it. 

Alfonzo and his queen dying within a short pe^ 
riod of each other, while their son, Henry the First, 
was yet but an infant, the regency devolved on his 
sister, Berengera. This illustrious lady, early initia- 
ted to adversity in the school of persecution, by the 
see of Rome, for her marriage with her near rela- 
tion, the king of Leon, a persecution set on foot, 
not so much from conscientious motives, as for the 
purpose of fomenting differences between the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, had, immediately after the disso- 
lution of it, returned to the court of her father ; 
where, by her patient endurance of affliction, and 
the active and affectionate performance of every 
social duty, she had so endeared herself to the gene- 
rous Castilians, that with^feasure they acknowledg- 
ed her pretensions to the tide she assumed upon the 
death of her mother— a title still further supported 
by the last testament of Alfonzo, in which he had 
named her to the regency, in case of the death of 
the queen* The powerful and ambitious house of 
Lara alone opposed her claims to it* In a national 
assembly their intrigues prevailed ; and the reins of 
government were wrested from the hands ofi Beren- 
gera, to be committed to those of Don Alvaro de 
Lara* 

The arrogance of his nature knew no bounds ; 
yet he might, perhaps, have triumphed with impunity, 
but that he presumed to invade the V^v^vseitoR^ <a& 
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the clergy. Their resentment was implacable— the 
churches resounded with his sacrilegious oppres- 
sions, and the discontents of the people encouraged 
the party of Berengera to vindicate her right ; in 
consequence, the kingdom again became agitated by 
the storm of civil war. Ere it had long raged, 
however, it was put an end to by the death of Henry, 
who, as he pursued his youthful amusements, was 
killed by a tile accidentally thrown by one of his 
companions, and which pitching on his head, in- 
stantly proved fatal to him, and also to the ambi- 
tious hopes of Don Alvaro, the title of his sister, 
Berengera, to the crown being instantly recognised 
in an assembly of the states* Yet, notwithstanding, 
the turbulent house of Lara did not retire from 
power without a struggle to maintain it ; but their 
efforts for the purpose were rendered unavailing, by 
the tide of loyalty, the cities most attached to their 
faction opening their gates without hesitation to the 
queen ; and, too proud to remain deprived of pow- 
er Where they had held such unlimited sway, they 
withdrew into exile. 

Berengera, after holding the sceptre for a few 
weeks, resigned it to Ferdinand, her son by the 
king of Leon ; and who, in after ages, from his dis- 
tinguished victories ever the Moors, obtained the 
surname of Saint. 

The court of Leon was the place where Alvaro 
and his adherents sought a shelteV from public dis- 
grace : but to the mortification of appearing before 
his ancient adversary as an exile from his native 
country, he never would have submitted, but that, 
from his knowledge of the disposition of the king 
of Leon, he conceived, through his means, he should 
be able to accomplish the revenge he sought for, on 
all who had offended him. 
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His hopes were not disappointed ; for, as the' case 
is often, die bosom inflamed with ambition is seldom 
susceptible of the tender passions* 

Led by his artful representations to believe that 
a favourable opportunity for aggrandizing him- 
self now occured, from the youth of Ferdinand, the 
king of Leon ceased to remember the close ties that 
connected them, ceased to recognise in the sovereign 
of Castile his son ; and accordingly, ere the corona* 
tion of the youthful monarch was well over, the un- 
welcome and unexpected intelligence of his unnatu- 
ral father and rebellious subject being on their march 
to Burgos, at the head of a powerful army, was re- 
ceived. 

The ardent loyality of the Castilians prevented 
the consternation this intelligence might otherwise 
have occasioned ; a numerous and gallant body of 
cavalry were hastily assembled, and quickly suc- 
ceeded in obliging the king of Leon to abandon his 
unjustifiable enterprise. He acknowledged his er- 
ror,* solicited the friendship of his son, and waft 
then permitted quietly to retrace his way back to 
his own territories, whither his treacherous adviser, 
Alvaro, had fled before him. 

But the failure of this enterprise was not the only 
punishment it entailed upon Alvaro. 

Among the beauties which graced the court of 
Leon, none was so distinguished for mental and per- 
sonal accomplishments as the youthful daughter of 
Ferdinand de Hara. Scarce had the eves of the 
haughty Alvaro fallen on her, ere love took posses- 
sion of his heart. 

Ferdinand, too generous to be implacable in his 
resentment, rejected not the overtures ne made for a 
reconciliation with him, in consequence of the pas- 
sion he had conceived for his daughter, and thus af- 
forded him the requisite opnortuiutie&fct oifloOT&u®^ 
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her good graces ; in his efforts for which his united 
attractions soon rendered him successful* 

Though past the meridian of life, he still retained 
a commanding stature, an expressive and highly ani- 
mated countenance ; added to which, were manners 
of the most captivating description. 

But judging, in a great measure, of Ferdinand by 
himself, he much feared, notwithstanding the partiali- 
ty with which he saw he had inspired the beauteous 
Amelrosa, his suit would ultimately prove unfortu- 
nate, if not seconded by her uncle, the king ; he ac- 
cordingly solicited his interference, and obtained it ; 
the king, from selfish motives, wishing, to dp every 
thing calculated to attach so powerful a chief to his 
interest, as, from the numerous partizans he still re- 
tained in Castile, he considered Alvaro to be. 

Ferdinand, although, as already remarked, too no- 
ble to voluntarily cherish the memory of injuries, still 
could not so completely overcome his dislike to the 
house of De Lara, as to relish the thoughts of an al- 
liance with it. The interference of the king, howe- 
ver, brought him to consent that his daughter's mar- 
riage with Alvaro should take place at the expiration 
of a year, provided, in that period, nothing occurred 
in the conduct of her lover, to induce a belief of his 
being unworthy of her hand. 

It was during this probationary year, the invasion 
of Castile was planned by the restless and revengeful 
Alvaro. 

For the disappointment of this enterprise, he look- 
ed to Amelrosa for consolation ; but on demanding 
her hand from her father, who, in consequence of the 
disapprobation he had expressed at the attack on Cas- 
tile, had been informed his presence at court would be 
dispensed with, it was peremptorily refused him. 

*' Recollect," said Ferdinand, with solemn severity, 
in whose noble mind a sense of injuries had not bee** 
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able to extinguish the spirit of patriotism, " the con- 
ditions on which I promised you my daughter." 

44 I do," replied Alvaro, haughtily ; " but cannot 
call to mind any action that renders me unworthy of 
her." 

44 Then your memory must be as treacherous & 
your heart," returned Ferdinand, scornfully; "but 
though you may forget, the world will remember Al- 
varo's being a traitor." 

44 A traitor !" repeated Alvaro, starting back, while 
from his eye-balls flashed the living fire. 

44 Yes ! what other appellation does he merit who 
seeks the destruction of his native country ? But I 
wish not to enter on jthe task of admonition. From 
this moment all intercourse ceases between us, for 
never will I hold converse with a man whose princi- 
ples I contemn." 

The rage which fired the haughtjr and vindictive 
soul of Alvaro at this conduct, may easily be con- 
ceived ; nor could aught but his unwillingness to be- 

tmy Inm severely lu» jMt the disappointment of hie 

hopes respecting the fair Amelrosa, have withheld 
him from yielding to it* 

Burning for revenge, yet, from the Above cause, 
averse to seek it openly, he made use of the influence 
he had acquired over the king, to poison his mind 
against Don Ferdinand, and procure his banishment 
to a considerable distance from court. 

Ferdinand was at no loss to account for the altera- 
tion in the conduct of his royal protector ; he clearly 
perceived it was owing to the machinations of Alva- 
ro: but though he felt all the*- indignation which a 
sense of injury begets, he disdained to use any ex- 
postulation on the subject; and quietly withdrawing 
from the scenes where he had so long acted a distin- 
guished part, sought in rural retirement, and domes- 
tic happiness, a balm for the wounds mftk.t£& Vs^ W 
Epratitude and injustice* 



46 HOUSfeS OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

Alvaro was not of a nature to remain long inactive ; 
besides, in the present instance, his natural violence 
was heightened by the pangs of disappointment ; and 
he rested not * till he had again worked upon the 
king of Leon to take up arms against his son* 

This second attempt to dispossess him of his do- 
minions, proved as unsuccessful as the first-*— again the 
unnatural father was obliged to humble himself be- 
fore his son, by acknowledging himself in error : his 
penitence, however, would probably have been as 
short-lived as that he had before evinced, but for the 
death of Alvaro. 

While ravaging his native country, at the head of a 
martial train of adherents, and audaciously defying 
the authority of his sovereign, the signal of retreat 
was given ; he obeyed it with reluctance and indig- 
nation* The prospect of disgrace, the disappoint- 
ment of his revenge, were too much for him ; and, 
in a paroxysm of rage and despair, he freed, with his 
own hand, the king of Leon from an injurious coun- 
sellor, and the sov^reigruo££ia«t«l^fiuu4 au Uuplaca* 

ble foe. 

The generosity of the latter was conspicuous of* 
this occasicfh j he warred not with the dead ; and by 
the magnificence with which he celebrated the obse- 
quies of Alvaro, evinced his forgiveness of the re- 
peated injuries he had done him. 

He who can forgive injuries is never unmindful <xf 
benefits : he had heard of the unshaken loyalty o:* 
Ferdinand de Hara ; and proved his grateful sensed 
of it by inviting him to return to Castile, and re-— 
storing his long forfeited honours and possessions. 

Death prevented Ferdinand from accepting this in^— 
vitation ; but his young kinsman, Lopez de Hara-* 
and to whotn his daughter, the accomplished Amel-^ 
rosa, had given her hand, soon after the rejection o^ 
Alvaro, availed himself of it. 
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The grateful nature of Ferdinand rendered him 
prodigal of his kindness to him ; the first offices and 
honours in the state were lavished on him; to the tide 
x>£ count, he united the important trusts of high trea- 
surer and prime minister ; and committed the troops 
and government of Andalusia to his brother. 

But he had soon reason to repent this conduct : 
Don Lopez, the meat arrogant of mankind, far from 
ascribing these disfmctions to the true cause, imputed 
them solely to his own merits ; and on every occa- 
sion acted with the haughtiness of a man merely re- 
ceiving what he had a right to. 

Distrust, in consequence, succeeded to confidence 
in the mind of the king ; he became disgusted by 
such pride and ingratitude ; and, as a means of hum- 
Ming one, and punishing the other, recalled from ex- 
de, and admitted to his councils, the namesake and 
successor of that haughty chief, Don Alvaro de L tra, 
^ho had so often offended against him. 

As he imagined, the pride of the minister was, 
bounded by the promotion of the hereditary enemy 
°f his house ; but, contrary to his. expectations, in- 
stead of humbling him to greater submission, it only 
served to render him more overbearing. 

Instead of endeavouring to conciliate his prince by 
submission, though, in the elevation of his foe, he 
plight have perceived the tottering situation he stood 
l **, he did every thing to exasperate him, insolently 
demanding the dismission of Alvaro, and, on being - 
r efused, flying to arms to enforce the measure. 

The numerous vassals of the house of >Hara readi- 
ly obeyed the summons of their chief, and again the 
kingdom became agitated by contending factions. 

At length Ferdinand, inclined to pacific measures, 
condescended to invite the offending chief to a con- 
ference. This condescension, however, could obtain 
**o concession from him : he insisted otitic £ysovv&»»$l 
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of Alvaro, as a preliminary measure to his laying 
down his arms ; and in reply to the king, that he 
should evacuate the fortresses he had seized, or cor- 
rupted, answered by the expressive menace of laying 
his hand to his sword* 

This insolence was the signal of his death— instant- 
ly a hundred nobles, among whom was Don Alvaro, 
jealous of the dignity of their sovgreign, started from 
their seats, and plunged their swofes into his bosom* 

More enraged than intimidated by this event, his 
adherents rallied in Andalusia ; which, by the artifi- 
ces of his brother, Diego, had been excited to re- 
volt* 

They did not long, however, triumph with impu- 
nity* Ferdinand was too vigorous in his measures, 
to permit them for any time to brave his authority; 
and, discomfited and despairing, they were compel- 
led to take refuge in different courts, to eludehis ven- 
geance* 

From that period till toward the reign of Saacho 
the Fourth, they remained in exile, when,. through 
various intercessions, they were recalled from it, and 
again restored to their original honours and estates* 

The last concern of Sancho, justly surnamed the 
Brave, and who, in the 'flower of his days, was cut 
off by a lingering disease, was to provide for the tran- 
quil succession of his son, Ferdinand, whose tender 
age exposed him to the factions which had so long 
agitated the kingdom ; accordingly, in the presence 
of the most illustrious dignitaries of the church and 
state, he nominated his consort, Maria, sole regent, a 
distinction to which her virtues fully entitled her. 

But scarce were the last honors paid to his remains, 
ere. Don Henry de Hara opposed this nomination ; 
and, backed by a turbulent nobility, who thought with 
reluctance of submitting to the government of a wo- 
man, guickly succeeded in wresting. the title from 
her* * 
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The dignity he had so tmjustly possessed himself 
of, he was not long suffered to enjoy with impunity : 
the house of Lara, which had also eagerly aspired 
to it, disgusted, as wel as disappointed, by the pre- 
ference shown to him, their hereditary enemy, on 
this occasion, fomented numerous plots to deprive 
him of it, which, though not immediately success*- 
ful, kept the kingdom in a state of perpetual agita- 
tion. 

At length they succeeded in undermining his au- 
thority, by poisoning the mind of the king against 
him, as he advanced towards manhood ; nor rested 
till they had spirited him up to resolve on assum- 
ing the reins of government himself — a resolution 
in which he was supported by the multitude, ever 
prone to change. 

The irritation of the house of Hara would have 
led them to revolt, had they beheld any certain pros- 
pect of crushing the detested house of Lara by such 
a measure : but, surrounded as it. was. by partizans 
as numerous as their own, and favoured besides by 
the king, they saw no likelihood, at this juncture, of 
striking an effectual blow against it ; and therefore 
determined, for the present, to defer their meditated 
revenge. 

An opportunity soon occurred for the accomplish- 
ment of this ; some disturbances, on the side of 
Navarre, they had the address to persuade the king, 
originated in the intrigues of the family of Lura : ac- 
cordingly, in a transport of rage and indignation, he 
ordered two chiefs of that illustrious house to be 
thrown from a rock in the kingdom of Jaen — an or- 
der which was executed with such promptitude, as 
left the unhappy noblemen only time to summon 
him to appear in the presence of God within a month 
from that perjpd ; and, strange to relate, he died ex- 
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actly ajt the time mentioned; and thus acquired the 
surname of Ferdinand the Summoned. 

In the succeeding reign, this conduct met with 
a severe retaliation : a prince of the blood royal had 
married a daughter of the king of Arragon, and as- 
pired himself to the throne. The house of Lara 
secretly affected to favour his views, and through 
their machinations, enabled him to succeed in cor- 
rupting, the allegiance of the house of Hara. This 
point accomplished, and the indignation of their 
sovereign excited against them, they forsook Ema- 
nuel, and solicited and obtained the pardon of Al- 
phonzo : who, from besieging Gibraltar, then in 
possession of the Moors, was recalled by the intelli- 
gence of Don Emanuel and the house of Hara be- 
ing in arms. 

The irritated king flew to chastise the insurgents — 
he was not long in dispersing them. Don Emanuel 
fell into his hands ; 'and Don Alonzo de Hara fled 
to his fortress, in *|he mountainous region of Biscay : 
but ere long he "vaa surprised in it ; and* after be- 
ing reproached by the ' ing for his ingratitude, pub- 
lickly beheaded. 

The justice of his doom coald not be disputed, 
but its severity filled all with terror. The nobles of 
Castile could not hear without dread, that the chief 
of the illustrious house of Hara had fallen by the 
hand of a common executioner. 

. The resentment of the king, appeased by his death, 
his family, were restored to his confiscated honours 
and estates ; nor by any succeeding act gave occa- 
sion to have their loyalty again suspected ; neither 
did their ancient enemies, the house of Lara : still 
however, both retained their hereditary prejudices 
till the time of the marquis of Almeria, who, more 
liberal than his predecessors, exerted himself to over- 
come them, but in vain — his overtures for a recon- 
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ciliation between their houses were haughtily repul- 
sed, though he neglected no opportunity of endea- 
vouring to conciliate the regard of the duke of Os- 
ma, by evincing, on every occasion, the admiration 
and esteem in which he held his talents. 
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CHAP. IV. 



He saw her charming, but he saw not half 
The charms her downcast modesty concealed ; 
That very moment, love and chaste desire 
Sprung in his bosom. 

Thomson. 

Yet for retaining these prejudices, none, perhaps, 
had greater cause than the marquis Almeria, hr con- 
sequence of the conduct of the duke of Osma, while 
yet a very young man : the duke, in pursuing the 
pleasures of the chace, amidst the mountains of Bis- 
cay, met with an accident, which obliged his attend- 
ants to convey him to the nearest habitation they 
could find; this happened to be the castle of the 
marquis, a circumstance that would undoubtedly 
have prevented his entering it, but that at the mo- 
ment of arriving at it, the pain of his bruises had 
reduced him to a state of insensibility. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness he experienced ; 
his heart, however, remained unaffected by it, and in 
gecret he reproached his attendants for having brought 
him thither : politeness, however, obliged him to 
conceal his dissatisfaction at the circumstance ; and, 
in pursuance of its dictates, he Sid not refuse re- 
maining some little time after his recovery beneath 
the roof of the marquis. 

This period introduced to his knowledge a young 

kinswoman of the marchioness's, the Lady Octavia 

de Larma, heiress to a considerable estate, to which 

several particular privileges and honours were an- 

nexed* 
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In default of issue, the Marchioness Almeria was 
her next heir; and about an estate of this descrip- 
tion, he coj A j pi ot persuade himself the marquis was 
* indifferent* «* 

This idea, strengthened by the disinclination she 
showed to company, owing to grief for the recent 
death of her father, but which he ascribed to the ar- 
tifices of the marquis, first made him conceive the 
f project of endeavouring to gain her hand, though, 
but for it, she, probably, was one of the last women 
he would have thought of selecting for his bride, 
not because she wanted personal attractions, but on 
account of her connexion with a family he detested, 
to which, like Hannibal to the Romans, he had al- 
most been sworn to maintain eternal hatred. Form- 
ed to please, whenever it was his wish to do so, he 
soon succeeded in gaining her affections; but no 
sooner were their nuptials solemnized, than he hur- 
ried her from the castle of the marquis ; nor from 
that moment permitted the least degree of intimacy 
between their families, conduct which so highly irri- 
tated and severely wounded her feelings, as by de- 
grees to lead to the greatest unhappiness. 

She did not survive the birth of her daughter ; 
and at her death, the duke evinced feelings which, in 
consequence of his previous conduct, drew upon him 
the imputation of hypocrisy ; when, however, it was 
seen that he had no idea of making another choice, 
greater credit was given to him for sincerity. 

The marquis had hoped this connexion would 
have brought about a reconciliation between their 
houses ; and his regret at the disappointment of this 
hope was heightened by the passion his son had con- 
ceived for the beauteous Elvina. 

At a tournament at the castle of her father, he 
first beheld the lovely maid, and from her hand re- 
ceived the prize adjudged to his matchless valQ\» 
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and skill, but without revealing hiin fafc he could 
not, without a humiliating sensatiomSpptnbwledge 
having entered the forbidden walls oBBbrna* The ^ 
fame of her charms was his sole indue Went ,for en- 
tering them ; and, his curiosity gratified, 
drew with the same privacy he had eritei 
without its being once surmised who the coi 
or of the day was. 

But in a very different state of mind to that ii 
which he had entered, he withdrew— love, with all 
its train of disquietudes, had taken possession of his 
soul. The charms of Elvina surpassed the idea he 
had formed of them ; his sighing heart acknowledg- 
ed her the most beautiful of created beings ; and, in 
acknowledging her so, became her captive : but, 
alas ! hope, the lover's staff, was denied him ; and, when 
too late, he almost repented having exposed himself 
to the influence of charms so calculated to inspire a 
passion not likely to be rewarded. 

After many internal struggles, he opened his heart 
to his father, conjuring him to make immediate pro- 
posals to the duke of Osma for the hand of his love- 
ly daughter. 

The marquis heard him with regret, .not because 
he disapproved his passion, but because he feared it 
would be hopeless. 

u But so much have I your happiness at heart, 
my dear son," replied this indulgent father, " so ar- 
> dently do I wish to do every thing that has a tenden- 
cy to promote it, that, proyided you satisfy me your 
addresses would not be unacceptable to the young 
lady herself, I shall make every effort, consistent 
with pride and dignity, to try and prevail on the 
duke to sanction them ; but, except you do this, I 
cannot interfere on the subject, since it would mor- 
tify me much, after combating with his prejudices, 
to find my time and pains thrown away, by your be- 
Jng refused by Aer." 
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km Ferdinand could not oppose the determina- 
tion of his fath«u; but how was he. to obtain him the 
assurance he re^^iite^l, denied as he was all access to 
his fnlstress ? ' W^fPSTvainly revolving different plans 
for gaining admi^w^ to her, hostilities broke out 
between the respJHre courts of Spain and Portu- 
»,he; witfFthe reatof the troops proceeding 
itiers, found, when he least expected it, 
[eans>gjPiccomplishing this wish. 

He had made the tour of the different courts of 
Europe; at the French one he contracted an intima- 
cy, which soon ripened into friendship, with Sir 
Eustace St. Valery. 

On his being taken prisoner by the duke, he im- 
mediately offered to ransom him ; his offer, how- 
ever, was haughtily rejected : through the kindness, 
however, of the squire, to whose care he was com- 
mitted, he was allowed to see him* a kindness ex- 
cited by a sense of gratitude, Sir Eustace having 
saved his life, by interposing between him and a 
Gascon soldier, who, taking advantage of his having 
stumbled on the field, was on the point of stabbing 
him. 

To the sympathizing bosom of his friend, Sir Eu- 
stace scrupled not to mention the injury he feared he 
should sustain, in consequence of the unprincipled 
disposition of his brother, by not being allowed to 
take immediate possession of the property which had 
lately devolved to him. 

Don Ferdinand, after musing some time on the 
subject, proposed his endeavouring to prevail on the 
squire t6 let him repair to Gascony for the purpose, 
and accept him as a hostage for his return. 

St. Valery followed his advice, though with little 
hopes of succeeding. Contrary to his expectations, 
however, he obtained, though not without some dif- 
ficulty, the desired boon; the squire wishing taxttfe- 
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nifest the sense he entertained of the obligation he 
had conferred on him, and, reflecting, besides, from 
having such a hostage as don Ferdinand in his hands, 
and the improbability there was of the duke's desi- 
ring to see him, that he ran but little risk in com- 
plying with his request. 

Accordingly, at the last stage, they exchange 
clothes ; and while sir Eustace journeyed to Fran 
don Ferdinand took the place he would have occu 
cd in one of the deserted towers of the castle* 

But, warm as was his friendship for sir Eustace, 
it must be acknowledged it was not his sole induce- 
ment for becoming his hostage, at the very moment 
the idea suggested itself to him — he had in view the 
opportunity which such a measure might afford him, 
of gaining access to his lovely mistress. 

His hopes were not disappointed : he had not been 
many days a prisoner, when he discovered a secret 
door, which gave him free egress from the tower; he 
had previously made himself acquainted with the 
part of the building in which the apartments occupied 
by lady Elvina were situated, and adopted die me- 
thod already mentioned for introducing himself to 
her notice. 

At the first interview, the repugnance he felt to 
any thing like deceit or dissimulation, would have oc- 
casioned his revealing himself ; but that he feared, 
if unhappily jmbued with the prejudices of her 
father, he might, by immediately disclosing himself, 
be prevented from any further opportunity of culti- 
vating her regard. 

He therefore, in consequence of this apprehension, 
resolved on trying to create an interest for himself in 
her bosom, ere he revealed himself, trusting, if suc- 
cessful in obtaining her regard, the voice of prejudice 
would vainly plead against him. 
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A short time gave him reason to hope he was not 
indifferent to her ; still, still, however, he hesitated 
to disclose himself, still wished to render assurance 
doubly sure, ere he hazarded the discovery. 

At length the return of St. Valery, in despair at 
not being able to prevail on his brother to give up his 
prisoner, by obliging him to quit the tower, reduced 
him to the necessity of no longer delaying it. 

But at the very moment the secret trembled on his 
lips, the approach of the duke prevented its utterance j 
and being unable to surmise when he should have an- 
other opportunity of conversing with his lovely mis- 
tress, he the next evening despatched a letter to her, 
under cover to Olivia, candidly confessing the de- 
ception he had practised on her, and avowing the 
marquis's intention of immediately soliciting her 
hand for him. 

This letter, however, never reached her— through 
some accident, the page to whom it was entrusted 
lost it; and,iearful, from the strict and repeated ad- 
monitions he had received to be careful of it, to ack- 
nowledge his carelessness, positively asserted having 
delivered it; and, after waiting a considerable time 
for an answer, being informed there was none. 

Don Ferdinand knew not what to think of this 
message ; his heart began to misgive him ; determi- 
ned, however, not long to endure the agonies of sus- 
pence, he concealed his fears from the marquis, and 
urged his immediate overtures to the duke : the re- 
sult of his application to him filled him with despair. 

The duke, in order to ascertain whether his daugh- 
ter had given any secret encouragement to the addres- 
ses of don Ferdinand, artfully pretended to her, on 
receiving the overtures of the marquis, that she was 
fully at liberty to receive them or not ; and, on being 
assured by her, that nothing could have been more dis- 
tressing to her than to have been conceited \» ^r&k^ 



'J 



58 HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALGERIA. 

them, urged her unwillingness to the alliance as an 
excuse for his own reluctance to it, unwilling, at 
times, to let the extent of his- prejudices be known. 

Rage, as well as despair, filled the heart of Ferdi- 
nand, on finding his suit still more firmly rejected by 
her, as he was led to believe, than by her father; he 
could no longer believe she had really loved him ; or, 
if he did, he conceived the affections of a heart that . 
could sacrifice its regard to pr/ejudice, not worth re- 
taining. 

Indignation determined him on tearing her image 
from his heart; yet, notwithstanding this determina- 
tion, he continued to frequent the vicinity of her 
abode, making) however, the chace, his pretext for 
doing so, since, even to himself, he blushed to ac- 
knowledge the feelings that propelled him thither. 

Returning from it one evening, he passed nearer 
than usual to the castle, and unexpectedly beheld her 
in one of the balconies. She instantly recognised 
' him ; and, for a moment, their mutual emotions sus- 
pended the faculties of both : then a little recover- 
ing himself, he rode onward, leaving her overwhelm- 
ed with surprise and confusion. -- — 

A young lady was at the moment with her, and 
who, as almost discrediting their testimony, her eyes 
eagerly pursued the receding form of her lover, care- 
lessly inquired of her, whether she had ever before 
seen that young cavalier ? 

" Yes," in faltering accents, and with a cheek crim- 
soned with a conscious blush, Elvina replied, she 
had. 

" So have I too," added her friend ; " he was at 
the grand tournament that was held the other day at 
Seville, and bore away the prize from every compe- 
titor." 

" At the last tournament !" involuntarily repeated 
Elvina, starting from her leaning attitude oyer the 
edge of the balcony, to look in \\er face* 
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" Yes, she rejoined; but I could not learn who 
lie was : being but just introduced into life, I as yet 
scarcely know any of the courtiers ; and, unfortunate- 
ly, those of whom I inquired his name were almost 
is new to the place as myself. 

Elvina had no power to converse further with her; 
making a pretext for leading her from the spot, she 
left her to Olivia ; and withdrew to her own cham- 
ber, to give vent in secret to the feelings that oppres- 
sed her. 

" Was he then false ? was he then perfidious ? oh ! 
yes, she could not entertain a doubt on the subject; 
his return to Seville, at the very *ime at which she 
imagined him at a long, long distance from her, en- 
deavouring to overcome the obstacles that impeded 
their union, and the manner in which he had there 
been engaged, was to her an unquestionable proof of 
his baseness — of his being one of tne most deceitful 
of mankind— of his having gained her affections, but 
to'triumph in the weakness that bestowed them, and 
again approached her residence, but to wound still 
more severely the feelings he had previously imposed 
upon." 

The emotion she had betrayed at seeing him, had 
in a degree, revived the desponding hopes of don 
Ferdinand; almost convinced from it, he was not 
entirely indifferent to her, and from this conviction, 
led to flatter himself, that, if an opportunity occurred 
for again pleading his passion in person, he might, 
perhaps, be able to prevail on her to lend a propiti- 
ous ear to it, he determined, contrary to his previous 
resolutions, on immediately seeking one. 

Accordingly detaching himself from his party, and 
resigning his horse to an attendant, he hastened to 
the cell of father Anselm, his relative, and the con- 
fidant of his passion for the beauteous daughter of 
Osma ; and communicating to him. tievfc tegsnx ^vt- 
cumstance, was by him provided vmYv \hfc &\*^as^ 
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of a monk, in order to prevent any risk of discovery 
in watching for the opportunity he sought. 

Several days elapsed ere he obtained it; and when 
at length, he learned, in consequence of the explana- 
tion it led to, that to her being still ignorant of his 
real name might be imputed her rejection of his ad- 
dresses, to paint his feelings were impossible. 

But the transport occasioned by this reflection was 
quickly damped, by her acknowledging herself not 
uninfluenced by the prejudices of the duke, and the 
unworthy motive to which, owing to these prejudices, 
she ascribed the overture of the marquis for an alli- 
ance between their houses. His proud, his noble 
spirit revolted from the idea of any longer soliciting 
her hand under a borrowed name ; yet, notwithstand- 
ing his disdain of deception, he now trembled to avow 
himself, lest the avowal might prove fatal to the final 
accomplishment of his wishes. 

After some deliberation, therefore, he resolved on 
remaining silent on the subject, till another effort had 
been made to surmount the prejudices of the duke ; 
when, should they'be found invincible, he decided 
on an appeal to her tenderness and generosity : yet, 
when he reflected that in vain he might make it, in 
bitterness of soul, he execrated- the vindictive tem- 
pers that had nourished the feuds which gave him so 
much cause for apprehension : u Fatal, fatal enmity,'* 
he involuntarily sighed to himself, as the idea obtru- 
ded on his mind, ^ why, why have the sons been en- 
couraged to feed the flame which the animosities of 
the fathers kindled ? why not instructed, that to for- 
give is nobler than to revenge ?" 

Afraid to question her on the subject of the letter, 

lest his inquiries should betray him into some prema-' 

%ure discovery, he restrained himself till his return 

home, when he quickly extorted the truth from the 

terrl£ed page. 
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Oh love, how are t!frjf precious, sweetest minutes, 
Thus ever cro&eC thus vexed with disappointments ! 

Soon as ifith gentle sighs the evening breeze began 
to whisper through the murmuring woods, Elvina, 
with her faithful Olivia, repaired to a temple upon 
the edge of a beautiful lake in the garden, where she 
had appointed to meet her lover, and to whicji he had 
the power of admitting himself, by being put in pos- 
session of the key of a private door. 

But scarcely had she entered this delightful retreat, 
ere, to her inexpressible consternation, she was join- 
ed by the duke, who, having just arrived from Se- 
ville, and learned the direction she took, had follow- 
ed her, for the purpose of enjoying in her company 
the reviving coolness of the evening hour, and the in- 
numerable beauties of this enchanting spot. 

She was utterly at a loss how to act : to attempt ap- 
prising her lover of the circumstance was impossible 
she knew, without running the risk of incurring his 
immediate suspicions ; yet she trembled to think of 
the consequences that might result from his being dis- 
covered by him. Her only hope in this dilemma 
was, that the sound of his voice might reach^the ear 
of the supposed St. Valery, time enough to prevent 
his appearance. 

• But, instead of encouraging the conversation which 
she sought to promote for this purpose, though in an 
agitation that almost took from her the power of ut- 
terance, the duke desired her to take uu hat ^>a\\ax« 
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She durst not disobey him ; but scarce had her trem- 
bling hand touched the chords, when, as if this had 
been a preconcerted signal, Don Ferdinand rushed 
into the building — but catching a glimpse of the duke, 
started back with a quickness that prevented his fea- 
tures being seen. 

Elvina, letting"feff "M*«4i*strument, uttered an invo- 
luntary scream^ and instinctively caught hold of the 
no less alarmed Olivia ; while thfe-4uke, drawing his 
sword, rushed after the intruder, ifTx* transport of 
rage and indignation. Don Ferdinaril, however, 
succeeded in eluding his pursuit; and >f ttill more ex- 
asperated from this circumstance, he returned to the 
temple, fury flashing from his eyes, and his frame 
trembling from the violence of his emotions. 

Elvina wished to throw herself on his mercy ; but 
the dreadful expression of his countenance — the ven- 
geance he denounced against her for her conduct-— the 
manner in which he demanded the name of her para- 
mour, as he denominated Don Ferdinand, overpow- 
ered her utterance ,• ard though she threw herself, 
with a deprecating look, at his feet, she was unable to 
articulate a word. 

Olivia, perceiving her inability to speak, and dread- 
ing some fatal consequences, should he remain much 
longer unanswered, now ventured to interpose, con- 
juring him to let lady Elvina retire, and receive from 
her the explanation he required. After a momentary 
hesitation, he consented r the trembling maid accor- 
dingly withdrew to an upper apartment, while Olivia 
proceeded to answer his interrogatories. 

She attempted not the slightest prevarication ; her 1 
soul disdained falsehood ; and, besides, she knew she i 
was before a person too keen to be easily deceived, 
and who would never forgive the slightest attempt at 
deception. 




HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 6 



o 



As the duke listened to her, his fury gradually sub- 
sided : his opinion of parental authority was too great, 
his temper too despotic, not still to make him feel 
highly exasperated with his daughter, for daring to 
give encouragement to addresses unsanctioned by his 
approbation; yet still the reflection that she might 
have bestowed her affections on an object infinitely less 
deserving of her, materially lessened the resentment 
the circumstance had excited* 

From the urgent manner in which the marquis Al- 
meria had solicited his alliance— the admiration, the 
adoration, in which, from universal report, he under- 
stood Don Ferdinand held his daughter, he was not 
without apprehension, that, in some way or other, he 
had introduced himself to her notice, and that he was 
the person who had rushed into the temple* 

The relief experienced by the removal of this ap- 
prehension, tended not a little to allay the ferment ex- 
cited by the discovery of her attachment* Besides, 
he held both the merits and accomplishments of Sir 
Eustice in high estimation ; and when he reflected on 
the rich inheritance which had lately devolved to him, 
and the almost certain prospect there was of his im- 
mediate succession te die entire honours and estates 
of his illustrious family, a long course of intempe- 
rance having reduced his brothe#*to the very brink of 
the grave, he could not retain that displeasure at her 
conduct he might otherwise have done* 

The gradual relaxation of his features announced 
to Olivia die alteration in his feelings, a circumstance 
of which she took advantage to plead the cause of her 
beloved charge, with all the zeal of friendship and fi- 
delity ; and at length succeeded in drawing a promise 
from the duke of taking the affair into consideration, 
a promise that inspired her with the most sanguine 
hopes of a happy issue to it. He positively, however, 
refused seeing his daughter again thatnig^hUmuasL 
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being too much occupied, at the moment, by another 
affair of consequence, to allow of his discussing for 
the present any subject foreign to it. 

The ensuing day was the one appointed by the 
king for declaring a governor to the young prince, 
his son by his late deceased queen, Jane of Navarre, 
and for which high distinction, one of the greatest he 
could confer, the duke was an applicant t and though 
he thought it scarcely possible die king could refuse 
this honour to him, confessedly one of the most illus- 
trious of his subjects, unrivalled yet in council or the 
field, still he was in a sufficient degree of anxiety on 
the subject to feel agitated* 

He commanded Olivia to attend his daughter im- 
mediately back to the castle. In their way thither, the 
idea that he might, perhaps, be following close upon 
their steps, kept both silent; but the moment she 
gained her apartment, lady Elvina eagerly, though 
tremblingly, inquired of Olivia, what had passed be- 
tween them, conjuring her, as a friend sincere, not to 
disguise the truth, but let her feavtrlw* -very word*. 

u Yes, because to hear them can occasion no pain," 
replied Olivia, with that lively joy which the idea of 
affording pleasure to another ileter fa^ls of giving the 
feeling mind. The charming sounefs, still undula- 
ting, seem — u You "the not the accomplished St. Va- 
lery more, I am convinced, than he esteems him; in 
short, if aright I read the secrets of his soul, your 
fondest wishes are likely to succeed." 

Elvina gazed at her for a moment, as if incredu- 
lous ; then clasping her hands together, while her 
bright eyes flashed with joy, and its rich suffusion 
mantled her cheek, u Ah ! my Olivia," she exclaimed, 
44 you've made my anxious heart rejoice : tell me, tell 
me what inclines you to imagine my choice approved by 
my father ? The repetition is music to my ear. Oh ! 
nay, will e'er, indeed, that' wished-for sun appear, 
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whose joyous beams shall to the world disclose the 
sweet completion of our mutual flame ? Are you cer- 
tain he gave you reason for the opinion you have 
avowed ? Are you certain you gave him no cause to 
imagine love more powerful in my mind than duty ?" 

44 No-— without his sanction, I assured him no vow 
would ever be irrecoverably plighted by you— that 
the remotest idea of forming a clandestine union had 
never entered your mind* This assurance produced 
an immediate alteration in his looks, and drew from 
him an acknowledgment of the merits of him you love 
•—yes, he confessed him worthy of you, descended as 
he is from a brave, faithful line— young, yet with vir- 
tue sparkling in his eyes, as conscious of the blood 
from whence he sprung ; and from this confession, 
judge whether he is not inclined to favour his ad- 
dresses : think you he would have said what must 
render your attachment justifiable in your own eyes, 
had he not meant to encourage it ?" 

44 It seems, indeed, improbable he should,* return- 
ed Elvina ; " yet still my troubled soul admhs no 
rest, rejects this joy, and feels itself distressed. For- 
tune each moment $bows a different face — though 
now she smilef, I SreSXL impending woes*" 

44 YoijpMreason," said Olivia^hould prevent such 
idle feai*s." ^ r 

44 1 grant it," replied the lovely maid, " and will 
exert myself to combat them : but, my Olivia, after 
a storm, it is long ere the waves subside into calm- 
ness ; so, after any violent emotion, some time must 
elapse ere the mind can regain its wonted compo- 
sure. 

Restless, agitated, apprehensive — Don Ferdinand 
could not think of quitting the vicinity of the castle, 
without making an effort to learn what had resulted 
from his being seen by the duke. From the precipi- 
tation with wluch he JuuTretreated, bit ^*a \\y\v<3^ 
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he had not discovered who he was ; but he was not 
certain ; and this, united to his fears of what lady El- 
vina might have suffered from the well-known vio- 
lence of the duke, tormented him with anxiety. 

After remaining some time within the covert of the 
woods, he again ventured to approach the building, in 
hopes of finding, if not his mistress there, at least 
their mutual friend, Olivia; but he was disappointed 
—he found it silent and deserted; he could not, 
however, bring himself immediately to quit it ;- he 
still continued to linger on the steps, as if hoping 
something would occur to relieve his disquietude. 

The agitation of his mind was forcibly contrasted 
by the tranquillity of the scene without — a solemn 
gloom had by this time overspread the face of na- 
ture ; the fairy vallies, the brilliant prospects, that 
had charmed his eye by day, were now all hid in 
shadow ; while, in place of the music of the woods, 
nought was heard but the melancholy rippling of the 
water near the banks, and the low rustling of the trees 
that crowned their undulating summits with all the 
pomp of foliage* 

From a pensive reverie he wgs^sudgenly roused by 
the approach of a man from me edge of the lake. 
The caution with jduch he trod, united tQTthe dis- 
guise of a long ciotk, convinced Don Ferdinand^ 
whoever he was, he was upon some clandestine enter- 
prise ; and this conviction induced him to step be- 
hind one of the pillars of the colonade that surround- 
ed the temple, in order to watch his motions. 

As he passed, the twilight enabled him to distin- 
guish his features ; and he recognised in them those 
of a young knight, named Sir Rodolph de Beam, the 
beauty of whose person, and brilliancy of whose ac- 
complishments, had long rendered him an object of 
admiration in .the Castilian. court, and who, it was coh- 
Gdently reported, had proposed for lady Elvina ; but 
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^being peremptorily rejected by the duke, on account 
of the* disparity of his fortune, but still more the ob- 
scurity of his birth, his origin being utterly unknown, 
and the duke himself being the first, if not the only, 
patron of his fortune* 

Don Ferdinand experienced an uneasy sensation at 
seeing him; yet a sensation which he reproached 
himself for feeling, assured as he was, by a variety of 
circumstances, of the truth and affection of his beau- 
teous mistress : but certain recollections recurred at 
the moment, to render him disturbed at the circum- 
stance. „ 

While a voluntary prisoner in the castle, as he was 
lingering one night in the self-same spot, for the pur- 
pose of retracing in imagination the delightful mi- 
nutes he had passed there with the beautiful Elvina, 
Don Rodolph suddenly rushed by him ; and ere he 
had recovered from the surprise the circumstance 
gave him, he heard the voice of lady Elvina in dis- 
tress ; he directly flew towards the spot; but checked 
his steps within a few paces of it, in consequence of 
hearing the duke with her. 

With feelings easier to be conceived than descri- 
bed, he heard him accuse her *bf carrying on a clan- 
destine correspondence with Don^Rodolph, and giving 
secret encouragement to his interdicted addresses. 
She protested her innocence ; but the protestation had 
little effect upon the anxious feelings of her lover, in 
consequence of her being hurried from the spot, ere* 
she had time to explain the circumstances which 
should prove it. 

That night was one of torture to Don Ferdinand-^- 
the yellow-tinging plague had infected every feeling; 
and till he had an opportunity of coming to an expla- 
nation with her, all thoughts of rest forsook him. 

This was not long denied him — they met the next, 
evening; jmd immediately revealm^ < Ntta&.\K\o&. 
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chanced to overhear the preceding night, he conjured 
her to relieve him from the torture it had inflicted* 

She did not allow him to supplicate in vain— she 

had too much feeling to trifle with the anxiety of a 

heart like his, too much delicacy not to be distressed 

. at the idea of a suspicion being entertained of her 

truth. 

The candour of her explanation dissipated in a 
moment all the phantoms of jealousy; yet the plea- 
sures of reviving confidence were not unalloyed, 
since Don Ferdinand could not help inveighing against 
himself, for ever having doubted her constancy. 

She was reading the preceding night, she said, ia 
her chamber, when, just as the midnight hour struck, 
the door slowly opened, and a man, wrapped up in a 
large cloak, appeared at it, beckoning her from the 
room* 

For a moment, she continued, she lost the power 
of motion or utterance ; then starting from her seat, 
Was on the point of alarming her attendants, whom 
she had some time before dismissed to rest, when it 
suddenly struck her that the duke, perhaps, was ta- 
ken ill, and this a messenger sent to summon her to 
him* » 

Checking herself^therefore, in consequence of this 
idea, she demanded whether this was the case or not; 
and being led to believe, from an inclination of his 
head, it was, snatched up a taper, and desired him 
to lead on, and she would follow. 

He accordingly obeyed, proceeding through along 
range of galleries and apartments, till they came to a 
remote hall, leading to the duke's study, and where 
she knew he was often in the habit of passing a con- 
siderable portion of the night, revolving matters con- 
nected with the high offices he held in the state ; but 
instead of approaching the door of this apartment, the 
supposed attendant advanced towards one at sotot 



I 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 69 

distance from it, opening immediately into the gar- 
den, still inviting her by his gestures to follow him* 
Involuntarily, however, she now shrunk back, deter- 
mined on proceeding no further, till she had learned 
whither he would lead her, and to whpm. 

Finding she paused, he turned round; and sud- 
denly letting fall the cloak which had hitherto con- 
cealed his features from view, disclosed to her the 
spectral likeness of the portrait of her deceased grand- 
sire, the father of her mother. 

Overpowered by the shock, she dropped, fainting, 
on the ground; and on recovering, found herself still 
extended there, and without any other light than 
what the windows admitted, her taper being extin- 
guished in her fall. 

Without venturing to cast a glance around her, lest 
the dim twilight should disclose to her view the ob- 
ject of her terror, she began to reascend the stairs ; 
and having traversed the lonely galleries and apart- 
ments she had to pass through in her way to her 
chamber, w as ™ la ibr^-fcirpaccs of-^ ^-i~..~ — <u« 
she beheld him at her elbow ; her senses again for- 
sook her ; and when again reviving, she perceived 
the day was breaking. 

Cheered by its returning light, she was soon able 
to collect herself, and rejoice that she had not alarm- 
ed the castle — aware of what had happened being 
calculated to excite either anger or derision in the 
mind of the duke, and consternation among the do- 
mestics* 

Her confidant, Olivia, was at this juncture absent 
on a visit to a sick friend ; and unwilling, from the 
above consideration, to mention it to any other person 
in the castle, yet unable, from the awful impression it 
\ad made on her feelings, to conceal it altogether, 
she at length came to the resolution of revealing it to 
father Anselm. 
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Accordingly, in the course of the morning, she de# 
spatched a billet to him,by one of the pages, request- 
ing to see him at a certain hour in the evening, in 
the gallery leading to the oratory. 

He came at the time appointed ; and on hearing 
her strange relation, promised, as soon as the 
castle should be at rest, to repair to her, for 
the purpose of watching with her, and consulting on 
the measures to lie pursued for trying to discover 
whether any imposition had been attempted to be 
practised on her. 

Accordingly, at the expected time, she heard again 
the knock at die door of her dressing-room; and 
opening it, perceived, as she imagined, father An- 
selm muffled up in his cowl ; but instead of advan- 
cing, as she motioned him, he informed her, in an un- 
der tone, that he had been commanded, by a voice 
which he durst not disobey, to conduct her immedi- 
ately to a particular spot in the garden. 

Her awe and astonishment at this assertion were 

«— ~ —mnf- — -u~ ^^«ntimigcj u x\* - «J_lUv »«- *^i«i asking any 

questions ; and in silence she suffered herself to be 
led from her apartment. 

They passed into the garden through the door to 
which she had been so mysteriously led the preced- 
ing night; but had not advanced inany paces from it, 
when her agitation heightened to an overpowering 
degree, by the evident agitation of her companion, 
who, in order to support her tottering steps, had ta- 
ken her hand ; she suddenly paused, and declared her 
inability of proceeding further, let the consequences 
of her refusing be what they might. 

^ Nay, you. must come," he cried, in a louder 
voice than he had before spoken in, and one so diffe- 
rent from father Anselm's, that an involuntary shriek 
escaped her; and wresting her hand from him, she 
attempted to retreat, but was prevented by his agaii^ 
catching hold of her. 
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= In the struggle that ensued, his cowl fell back, and 
discovered to her the features of Don Rodolph. Her 
shrieks were now redoubled, and reached the ear of 
the duke, who, fortunately for her, was sitting up in 
his library : through a door that opened from it to 
the garden, he hastened to her rescue; and at his 
approach Don Rodolph fled. 

On making him acquainted with the particulars of 
the affair, the whole appeared to him a contrivance of 
Don Rodolph's, for the purpose of carrying her off. 
Her innocence was no longer doubtful to him; but 
he chid her for the imprudence she had been guilty 
of, in suffering herself to be tempted from the castle, 
at such an hour, by any one. 

Father Anselm was sent for, and, in reply to%he 
interrogatories addressed to him, said, that towards 
the decline of day, a person styling himself a mes- 
senger from her, had come to him to say, that parti- 
cular circumstances had occurred, which put it out of 
her power to see him that night; from which it was 
manifest, that Don Rodolph, by some means or other 
had gained access to the oratory, and overheard their 
conversation. 

That after so daring an attempt, he could think of 
approaching the castle, except secretly encouraged by 
some one there, Don Ferdinand could not believe. 
" Yet why this uneasiness," he added, u at the idea? 
it cannot be from any person I am interested about 
he receives it." 

This belief, however, could not deter him from 
following his steps at a distance. On his coming 
within sigjit of die castle, he saw a lattice open, in 
an angle of the building, not far from the chamber 
occupied by lady Elvina, as if some one had been 
watching there for him, and a female advance from 
it into the balcony, covered with a long veil; and 
"who, after conversing with him for some time v hut 
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in a voice too low for him to distinguish her words, 
withdrew, with a motion for hiua to retire. 

With difficulty, during this scene did Don Ferdi- 
nand control his emotions $ more than once he was 
on the point of rushing from his concealment, for the 
purpose of ascertaining who this female was, but still 
checked himself, from the reflection of the irreparable 
injury such a procedure might be the means of doing 
him, since to discover himself to Don Rodolph could 
not fail, he was aware, of occasioning an explanation 
between them, that might be the means of betraying to 
the object of his adoration what at present he had so 
many urgent reasons for wishing to conceal from her, 
and of also inducing her to believe he entertained inju- 
ries suspicions of her, suspicions which could not 
fail of drawing upon him her, perhaps, eternal resent- 
ment. 

Yet much he wished to know who this female was, 
in hopes, if he saw her, he should be able to ascer- 
tain whether it was on her own account, or for the 
purpose of aiding him in any other designs he might 
meditate on the fair heiress, she saw Don Rodolph* 

Determined not to lose sight of him till he had 
seen him from the castle, he tarried in its vicinity 
till he beheld him quit the garden, and rejoin an at- 
tendant in waiting lor him, on horseback, at the verge 
of the forest. His departure restored him to tran- 
quillity, as far as it had been interrupted by the re- 
cent circumstance ; and the remorse he felt for ha- 
ving suffered it for a moment to inspire him with 
any thing like a doubt of die truth of his beloved, was 
accompanied by a resolution henceforth to place the 
most implicit confidence in her. 
>. But should he ever have an opportunity of evin- 
cing this confidence ? Oh, yes ! he must, he would 
believe he should-— that either the prejudices of the 
duke would yield to reason, or her scruples to his 
passion. 
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Yielding to this enchanting hope, he gave way to 
the most delightful anticipations : he luxuriated in 
the pleasures of imagination, nor thought of the co- 
ming storm ; yet, even at that very moment, clouds 
were collecting in his horizon, to overshadow all his 
hopes — *" like Ae hunter dreaming on the hill of 
heath, he slept in the mild beams of the sun, but 
awoke amidst a storm." 
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Think you behol(J him, like a raging lion, 
Pacing the earth, and tearing up his steps ; 
Fate in his eyes, and roaring with the pain 
Of burning fury. * 

Otway. 
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The ensuing day, as already mentioned, was the 
one fixed by the king for nominating a governor to 
the young prince, his heir, and for which high dis- 
tinction the marquis Almeria was a competitor, as 
well as the duke of Osrfta. 1* 

But though the pretensions of these two noblemen |d 
to it were secretly acknowledged by the king to be 
' pretty equal, he had no hesitation in deciding in fa- 
vour of the former, afraid, from the restless spirit Is 
and inordinate ambition of the latter, to promote mk 
him to a situation calculated to increase his influence h 
in the state. J a 

To paint the rage of the duke at his decision, would I* 
be impossible: the bitterness of disappointment w& s ft 
aggravated, not only by the little apprehension he had 
felt of experiencingpit, but by the idea of the person 
who had been preferred to him. 

That his hereditary enemies, the race he detested? 
the preud house it had ever been his most anxious 
wish to see humbled, should have obtained a triumph 
over him, was a reflection of the most galling, th c 
most maddening nature, a draught too bitter for hi** 1 
to swallow. 

The triumph of any other person he might hav c 
passed over with transient resentment ; but the tx' % 
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ti of his " house's foe " he resolved to revenge, in 
liner that should make him who ha4 occasioned 
pent, when, too late, his injustice, 
gloomy silence he withdrew from the presence 
is sovereign; but in passing through another 
tment of the palace, gave involuntary vent, to the 
test that agitated him, on encountering his now 
; than ever detested rival, receiving the congratu- 
&s of a numerous set of the nobility on his ap- 
tifcent. 

How sweet," cried he, stepping and measuring 
ircle with a haughty and vindictive glance, w to 
shered into power by the congratulations of the 
itude ! but, amidst the adulations of flattery, lis- 
:o the voice of truth, old man," turning his scorn- 
x>ks upon the marquis, " and know, that the king, 
aking yoiugovernor to Castile's prince, has rai- 
pou to a rank due but to me." 
I wish to derogate from the merits of ao man," 
rned the marquis, firmly : " no man more es- 
is the transcendent abilities of the duke of 
ta than I do ; no man is readier than I am, to 
ess him fit for any situation, however arduous or 
>rtant : but whilst I acknowledge this, I tryst, 
mat incurring the imputation of vanity, I may add 
, in the present instance, I conceive the judgment 
le king cannot be called in question, for this mark 
onour he has conferred on me." 
Kings," the haughty duke retorted, " were, like: 
r mortals, liable to err, fallible in their judgment, . 
influenced by prejudice ; nor could the dazzling 
deur of a throne cover their mistakes ;" adding, 
more bitterly, " that the justice and gratitude 
:h high deserts met from him, his conduct to him 
folly evinced. 

he marquis, but in a somewhat agitated tone, con* 
d him to let the subject drop, since it irr\tste&\ 
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allowing that favour might here have possibly had its 
part, yet at the same time observing, that this respect 
was due to kings, not to dispute their will* when they 
have spoken it ; that it became not the subject to ani- 
madvert upon the sovereign. Then, after a transient 
pause, as a means of ending all differences, of pro- 
ving the sincerity of his professions, his wisR to ob- 
tain and retain his regard, entreating him to consent 
to the union of their houses, to let the marriage of 
their children render their interests the samef and 
seal them friends forever. 

The duke sneeringly replied, in desiring his alli- 
ance, he was really too humble, as Don Ferdinand 
might now, nay, doubtless would, from the pride and 
vanity with which it was natural to suppose this 
newly-acquired dignity of his would inflate his heart, 
form much higher views — a dignity w]|ich he trusted 
the marquis would deserve, as well as enjoy, by tea- 
ching his^rince how to govern well his kingdom, and 
make the people tremble at his name ; and to these 
instructions adding the art of war, fitting him to en- 
counter all its toils and hardships, to pass whole days 
and nights in heavy armour, to be the first in danger 
as in rank, to turn the fate of battles by his sword, and 
above all, to let him have example, as well as lesions, 
for his conduct. 

The marquis, in a still more agitated tone, his sal- 
low cheek flushed with a momentary suffusion, repli- 
ed, he was not a man to vaunt of his exploits ; but, 
thus attacked, he could not forbear saying, that, in 
spite of envy, the history of his life, would teach hifli 
these ; that there, in a glorious series of exploits, h e 
would see the paths that led to victory, and raise his 
fame by imitating him. 

Living examples struck more forcibly than any 
which books could furnish, the duke returned &bv 
temptuously ; besides, what mighty feats in arms had 
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he performed, he demanded, that were not equalled by 
one day of his ? the kingdom, he averred, owed its safe- 
ty to his arm ; his name protected the province of Cas- 
tile ; that they retained their laws, and groaned not un- 
der the yoke of the fell enemies, they were to him in- 
debted ; each day, each hour, he proudly asserted, 
added to his glory, his laurels, and his trophies ; the . 
prince, under him, would have made his first essay 
in arms T and learned to conquer by beholding. him. 

Undoubtedly, the marquis replied, he knew full 
well his services to the state, since by his side he had 
often seen him fight and conquer ; and since old age 
had chilled his blood, he well supplied the place he 
filled ; in a word, that he was then what he had been 
formerly. 

And to his merits did he ascribe, the duke insolent- 
ly demanded, the distinction just conferred upon him? 
adding, if he did, he must take leave to inform him, 
he would be singular in the opinion, since, by every 
one else, it must doubtless be imputed to intrigue. 

His actions spoke too highly in his favour to let him 
need the aid of that, the marquis proudly replied. 

" 'Tis false," the duke exclaimed, " for had that 
been the case, the triumph would have been mine, not 
thige," he cried, " for how poor, how faint the lustre 
of thy actions, compared to mine !" 

Yet not to obtain his suit, rather argued the reverse, 
rather argued a want of merit — the marquis retorted, 
unable longer to conceal the disgust he felt at this 
overweening arrogance. 

The Duke repeated the expression in a voice of 
thunder; his crimsoned cheek for an instant turning 
pale, then flushing to a deeper red, as, yielding to his 
fury, he struck the marquis on his face. 

The marquis immediately drew ; but the agitation 
of his frame rendered his arm, already enervated by 
age, impotent to avenge his injured honour— -missing 

G 2 



1 



78 HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA* 

his aim, he was disarmed by his adversary ; and caQ- 
** ed upon him, in a transport of rage and despair, to 
take his hated life— -hated, since dishonoured. 

The duke, after enjoying his anguish for a mo- 
ment, with a malicious smile, observed his sword was 
his ; but that a trophy so easily obtained, he disdain- 
ed to retain : u take it therefore," he added, return- 
ing it as he spoke, " nor forget, amongst other mat- 
ters, informing your prince of the just chastisement 
your insolence has received. Should you do so, how- 
ever, believe not that others will be equally remiss, 
or that hearing it, will fail of making him distinguish 
between thee and me." 

The surrounding nobles attempted to interfere, but 
passion had gained too complete an ascendancy over 
the haughty opponents, to permit them to hearken to 
the voice of reason ; they precipitately withdrew from 
the scene of this encounter, to revolve in secret their 
respective wrongs. 

But too painfully convinced, that to redress with 
his own hand the injury he had met with, was beyond 
his power, the marquis eagerly inquired for his son, 
the moment he alighted at his palace ^ but he was ab- 
sent. Anxiety to learn, if possible, whether any thing 
disagreeable, had resulted from the partial discovery 
of the preceding night, had carried him to the duke's ; 
and burning for revenge, the marquis despatched dif- 
ferent messengers after him. * 

In the interim, his heart was a prey to rage, despair, 
and shame. With bursting tears—tears wrung from him 
by the agonizing remembrance of past glory, he deplo- 
red the failure of that vigour which would once have 
enabled him so fully to avenge any injury to his ho- 
nour— deplored his having lived to sustain such infa*» 
my— to see in a moment blasted all the laurels he had 
gathered*— to see his arm, which all the kingdom re- 
spected, whic^ had so often served his country, and up- 
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held the tottering throne, betray its cause, and act not 
for itself. " But not unredressed will go my wrongs,'* 
he exclaimed, suddenly starting, and with a sensation 
of joy; " no, tikis sword, now, indeed, the vain ap» 
pendage of my side^ shall quickly pass into an abler 
hand than mine—*, hand vigorous as well as willing 
to avenge them— yes, my Ferdinand will avenge 
them ; his love must yield to resentment ; our ho* 
nour is die same, and both remain disgraced, till this 
foul stain be washed away. Injuries may be atoned 
for, and forgiven : but insults admit of no compensa- 
tion ; they degrade the mind in its own esteem, and 
force it to recover its level by revenge." 

Within a few paces of the Almeria palace, Don 
Ferdinand was met by one of the messengers of the 
marquis: he hastened to attend him, but not with- 
out a secret presentiment of ill, in consequnce of 
knowing the business on which he and the duke 
of Osmai had been to the palace that day. 

41 Thank, heaven, thou art at length returned !" 
exclaimed the marquis impatiently, the moment he 
saw him entering the apartment. " Oh ! Ferdinand, 
to a severe trial am I under the necessity of putting 
your irrmness ; but a trial," he added, after a tran- 
sient pause, a pause occasioned by the violence of 
his emotions, " from which I am confident. you will 
not shrink-— no, the blood that swells in thy veins 
prevents my having a doubt on the subject-— my 
youth revives in thy becoming ardour ; yes, my son, 
thou art at once my hope T my strength, my refuge 
.from despair; delay not then avenging rrfy cause, 
obliterating my shame." 

44 What cause, what shame, my sire J" eagerly de- 
manded the agitated youth. 

In accents scarce articulate, the marquis inform* 
ed him* 44 Yes, oh ! live I to acknowledge it !" 
he cried, " these, grey hairs have been disgraced; 
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but," looking upwards, w these eyes that witnessed 
the daring wrong, should have beheld the vengeance 
too, had not the weakness of age rendered unavailing 
the attempt : but this weapon, which my arm now 
so ill sustains, will in your hand become die sword of 
vengeance ; with it you will justify your father's 
cause, and either conquer or die. Not to deceive 
you, however, you have a foe to deal with, that has 
never yet been compered. Yes, though now his 
mortal enemy, I must still do him justice— -these 
eyes have often been witnesses of his heroic deeds— 
often seen him, covered with blood and dust, put- 
ting whole squadrons to the rout* In short, to put 
you out of suspense at once, know that it is " 

He stopped for an instant, checked from pro 
ceeding by the altering colour of his son. 

This pause recalled Don Ferdinand to recollection. 
" The " father of Elvina, he would have added, 

but his quivering lips refused to give utterance to the 
dreadful assertion. 

u Parent of your mistress !" ^exclaimed the mar- 
quis, in an emphatic tone, and fixing his eyes im- 
moveably upon him ; " but the dearer the offender, 
the worse the offence. You hold the sword of ven- 
geance, know the affront received ; to urge you on 
the subject, would be to doubt your feelings, to insult 
your honour. Farewell, my son," advancing towards 
the door as he spoke ; tt overwhelmed with sorrow, 
I go to lament in solitude the cruel fate that com- 
pels me to expose a life incomparably dearer to me 
than mv own." 

-The suddenness of this mortal blow to all his hopes, 
suspended for a few minutes the faculties of the 
agonized Ferdinand ; then starting from his mo- 
tionless posture* 4 * Oh God !" he despairingly ex- 
claimed, " to what a. dreadful alternative am I re- 
duced ! — an injured father animates my soul to ven- 
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geance ; a mistress, lost if I pursue it, stays my 
arm : yet no," he cried, with a sudden burst of pas- 
sion, " honour is paramount to all other considera- 
tions^ Yes, my Elvina, best and loveliest of human 
beings, though dearer to my tortured heart than the 
life-blood that mantles at it, though in resigning the 
idea of possessing thee, I relinquish all hope of 
earthly happiness, yet even for thy dear sake I will 
not swerve from the lime of honour and of duty. I 
owe my father all before my love ; and whether I fall 
in the combat, or die of grief, my blood I will ren- 
der pure as I received it : but already my courage 
has been remiss ; my vengeance, however, for this 
momentary delay, shall be but still surer. Yes, my 
father, thy wrongs shall not remain much longer 
unatoned ; thy pcoud adversary, ere long, shall Jbe 
forced to acknowledge the triumph he gained over 
thee but delusive." 

As he spoke, he rushed from the apartment ; and 
remounting his courser, was in the act of setting 
off for the duke's, when a messenger arrived from 
the king, whuj, during this interval, had been made 
acquainted with the affair, to interdict his taking 
any part in it — his majesty choosing to take the af- 
front to himself, in hopes of preventing, by the mea- 
sure, a renewal of those hostilities, which had so. of- 
ten disturbed and endangered the state, between the 
turbulent and vindictive parti zans of the respective 
parties. Should the duke refuse to make an ample 
apology for the outrage he had committed, he re* 
solved on putting him under an immediate arrest, 
for the double purpose of proving to his subjects 
there were none, however exalted their rank, who 
should dare to offend him with impunity, and appeas- 
ing the wounded feelings of the house of Almeria. 

Don Ferdinand returned an evasive answer to his 
messenger; and the moment he was out of sight v 



83 HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

hastened forward, according to his original intention. 
He shrunk from the thought of any other than him- 
self wiping out the stain the honour of his house had 
inet with. a No," he cried, as he spurred his hjgrse 
forward, his generous blood mantling his cheek, 
" the sword of vengeance has been committed to 
my hand, nor shall it pass into any other." 

In the mean while, the king had despatched a young 
knight of his household, name^d Don Julio de Mi- 
randa, to the duke, for the purpose of acquainting 
him with his determination. He could not possibly 
have sent any one more interested in bringing the 
affair to a happy issue, Don Julio being the inti- 
mate friend of the noble Ferdinand, and, conse- 
quently, well aware of the service he should render 
him, by exerting himself to have it amicably set- 
tled. 

He found no difficulty in being admitted to the 
presence of the haughty chief, not from any respect 
for him who sent him, but a kind of curiosity to 
know the nature of his mission. He did not per- 
mit him to remain long in suspense about this, con- 
cluding his explanation by an urgent entreaty for the 
required apology. 

" Apologies bespeak repentance," cried the duke, 
with a supercilious smile ; " and as it is unknown to 
me, I shall not assume the affectation of it." 

u Nay, I must believe the contrary," returned 
Don Julio ; u you cannot deny having given the king 
just cause for offence ; and surely a mind noble as 
yours must repent having hurt so generous a mas- 
ter." 

The duke again smiled superciliously ; then, with 
a lowering brow, said, u The king, by his injustice, 
provoked the offence you speak of ; nor shall I, to 
regain his favour, that favour which my services en- 
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title me to retain, make any concession unworthy of 
nay honour." 

u Can the duke of Osma deny," said Don Julio, 
with warmth,- " that the most illustrious feats sub* 
jects canperform T are but their due to kings ; that in 
the most important services they can render them, 
they but do their duty I and should not, therefore, 
from them, presume to think they may offend with 
impunity." 

44 You speak the courtier," cried the duke, con- 
temptuously ; " pity that so much eloquence should 
be thrown away," 

" I have not the vanity to think I can be rec- 
koned eloquent," returned Don Julio, warmly, " but 
I trust I shall ultimately be found persuasive : you 
ought, indeed, my Lord— be not offended at the ex- 
pression-— to dread the king's displeasure." 

u His displeasure !" repeated the duke, scornful- 
ly; "a day cannot ruin one like me. Let him ex- 
ert his plenitude of power ; the state and I shall per- 
ish at one blow." 

44 -Yet, though you, may not fear, show some re- . 
spect, at least, for sovereign power." 

44 Respect !" repeated Osma, contemptuously; "It 
is I support the sceptre in his hand-— ere long the 
world, as well as John himself, shall know the im- 
portance of my friendship to him." 

44 Oh, arrogance beyond belief! mentally exclaim- 
ed Don Julio, at once enraged and astonished at his 
obduracy ; then recollecting his friend, 44 permit your 
reason," he resumed, " to allay this heat — be coun- 
selled well." 

44 My mind is already made up on the subject," 
replied the duke. 

44 Reflect," rejoined Don Julio, ** I must report 
the substance of this conference to the king : what 
answer shall I bring ? 



84 HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

" That I will maintain my honour." 

" Let me remind you," cried Don Julio, " that 
kings are absolute." 

" Tell him, in honour so are subjects too." 

" Oh duke ! exclaimed Don Julio, with increasing 
energy, " let me implore you, by all that is dear and 
precious to you, not to brave the authority of the 
king." 

" Don Julio," cried the haughty chief, stopping 
short, as with impatient steps he paced the chamber, 
" I fully appreciate your motives for this importuni- 
ty ; but as it must be unavailing, the briefer this con- 
ference is, the more agreeable to me." 

" And do you really persist in setting the displea- 
sure of your sovereign at defiance ?" 

The unbending Osma answered him by a smile. 

u I will no longer then intrude upon you," he 
added ; " but, oh duke ! to what a cruel dilemma do 
you reduce me !— you force me to become instru- 
mental to your ruin. Generous as is the nature of 
the king, still he is not of n disposition to be braved 
with impunity ; nor would it, indeed, be consistent 
with his safety that he should. Farewell, my Lord ; 
I leave you with a heavy heart ; but ere I retire, per- 
mit me to add, that, let the consequences of this un- 
fortunate affair be what they may, there is no service 
in my power to render him, which the duke of Os- 
ma may not at all times freely command." 

" And is it already come to this ; am* I already so 
denounced, so proscribed, so fallen," cried the duke, 
in a tone of bitterness, on the withdrawing of Don 
Julio, u that the insect of an hour shall insult me 
with an assurance of his friendship ! but no matter — ■ 
I may sink, I may set, for a season, but it. will be on- 
ly like the sun, to rise with renewed splendour !" 

But too well aware of the consequences likely to 
result from his report, it was with difficulty the king 
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could extort from Don Julio the particulars of what 
had passed in the conference between him and the 
duke* 

When at length he learned them, " Just heavens !" 
he exclaimed, u and is it possible he ean refuse to 
make the required concession, persist in braving me, 
after so rash an act, and with rebellion threaten to 
crown his insolence ! Surely he cannot be so vain, so 
void of sense, as to suppose such conduct should go 
unpunished ! He first outrageously affronts me in the 
person of him I had chosen governor for the prince, 
would fain, in the midst of my palace, give me law, 
and then defies my authority : but, be he ever so 
brave, or ever so great, I will find the means to bend • 
his stubborn heart; yes, were he the first of warri- 
ors, the very god of war himself, still shall he feel 
the weight of sovereign power. Let him instantly 
be taken into custody !" turning to another attendant, 
44 since he has thus abused the gentleness with which 
I was inclined to treat his offence." 

Ah, sire !" cried Don Julio, interposing, u suffer 
o plead in his bfhalf-— I took him when his pas- 
sion boiled in every vein ; suffer it to subside, and, 
no doubt, so generous a mind will recollect its du- 
ty." 

44 Don Julio," returned the king, " forbear; for 
know, to plead in such a cause, is criminal." 

44 1 know obedience is my part ; but, oh ! my liege, 
excuse the zeal of friendship ; consider, sire, so 
great a soul, nursed in such generous deeds, but ill 
can brook to make apologies ; had his heart been 
less, instant submission would have followed your 
commands. Command aught else beside ; his hand, 
trained in so many wars, to atone for this r^sh act 
by feats of arms, and, my life on it, he will more 
than perform your bidding." 
* ~ H 
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44 You lose respect for me," returned the king ; 
44 yet, at your age, I can excuse this ardour. Know, 
a prudent king reserves his subjects' blood to be ex- 
pended for the public weal ; I live but to preserve 
them, just as the head presides over all the limbs : 
your arguments, therefore, cannot prevail with me. 
You speak the soldier, I shall act the king. There 
is no dishonour in obeying me ; and since the haugh- 
ty duke dare think the contrary, the vengeance he 
has provoked he shall feel : I therefore repeat my or- 
ders for his immediate apprehension." 

While this scene was passing, Don Ferdinand had 
arrived at the Castle of Osma. His having taken an 
unfrequented path through the^ forest, in order to 
avoid the chance of being overtaken, had prevented 
his meeeting his friend, Don Julio, on his return 
from it. At some distance he alighted ; and giving 
his horse in charge to the owner of a solitary hut, 
which, in his hunting excursions, and other visits to 
the forest, had more than once sheltered him from 
an unexpected storm, proceeded onward, through 
intricate paths, gloomily overshadowed with old trees 
and thickets, and in many places as impervious to the 
solar rays as to the faint twilight that now prevailed : 
their brown horrors suited well his present feelings ; 
a sudden night had fallen bVer all his prospects, mi- 
sery pressed upon him at the moment, and despair 
closed the perspective. 



*- 



CHAP. VII. 



They fought like two contending winds that strive to roll the 
wave. Cathan bade his spear to err, for he still thought that his 
foe was the spouse of Moina. 

OSSIAN. 

He demanded an audience of the duke, without • 
revealing his name, and was immediately admitted 
to him. 

He concealed his face till he had advanced some 
way into the room, when, withdrawing his plumed 
hat, u Know you the marquis Almeria, my Lord ?" 
he demanded of the haughty Osma, to whom he had 
never been formally introduced, and who, on his ap- 
proach, had turned from a table, where he had been 
looking over some papers, to survey him. 

To this question the duke replied by a contemptu- 
ous smile. ' * 

44 Behold these eyes !" resumed Don Ferdinand ; 
44 see you his generous ardour sparkling in them ?" 

44 What if I should ?" replied the duke sneer- 
ingly. ■. • 

44 You appear not to recollect me, my Lord ; re- 
tire a few steps further, and you will then perceive 
the blood from whence I sprang." 

44 Presumptuous boy," returned the duke, scorn- 
fully, " I perfectly comprehended your meaning." 

41 True, I am young," rejoined Don Ferdinand ; 
44 but it is not length of years that ripens valour in 
such blood as mine." 
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44 And have you, so new to arms, the vanity to 
think of coping with me? art thou indeed so arro- 
gant, as to hope to subdue an arm like mine ?" '>£■■ 

44 Think of the blood from whence I am sprung/' 
returned Don Ferdinand, with kindling eyes, " and 
then doubt, if thou canst, my entertaining such a 
hope." 4 

44 The blood you boast is heated ; let it cool, and 
then you will be sensible of the rashness of youyr pre- 
sent undertaking. •' 

44 No, others might tremble at your name," cried 
Don Ferdinand, indignantly ; u but to me the many 
laurels that overshade your brows, appear my certain 
presages of victory* In an injured parent's cause, 
all is possible ; and though unvanquished yet, your 
arm is nqt unvanquishable." 

44 1 admire your courage," returned the duke with 
Insulting coolness, impelled by secret motives to say 
whatever he thought likely to heighten the rage and 
resentment of Don Ferdinand, 44 but pity your rash- 
ness. In compassion to your youth, urge me not on 
to such a fatal deed ; dispense my valour from une- 
qual arms ; no honour follows such a victory, nor any 
glory from so safe a field. The combat would be 
ended at a blow, and leave me nothing but regret for 
thee." 

44 1 despise your pity, and disdain your threats. 
Can he who wounds my honour wish my life ?" 

44 Well, since you find it burthensome, I will attend 
you ; but am sorry that it must be at the expense of 
it you redeem your father's honour." 

They quitted the castle by a private portal, and 
proceeded to a glade in the centre of the forest. Day 
was already closed in; but overhead the moon sat 
arbitress, and nearer to the earth wheeled her pale 
course. Here they unsheathed their swords: long 
and stubborn was the contest ; each proved himself 
# master of the weapon he wielded* 
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u By St. Jago, this is no boy's play," at length 
cried the duke ; u I see I was a little too vain, Don 
Ferdinand, when I imagined I should easily subdue 
you: but die longer the strife, the greater the plea- 
sure of conquering*" 

At last he received a wound in his arm. ' The mo- 
ment Don Ferdinand found him wounded, he deman- 
ded a parley. 

? Be brief, then," returned the duke, haughtily, and 
leaning on his sword. 

" Though warm in my resentments," said Don 
Fernidand, " I am not implacable — towards the duke 
of Osma, of all men living, I am least inclined to be 
so. Having satisfied the laws of honour, by taking 
the field against him, I can now, without incurring 
unworthy imputations, propose terms of accommo- 
dation, such as, in. the first instance, neither pride" nor 
regard for my reputation would permit me to think 
of- — let this unhappy affair end here, by your consent- 
i ng to apologize, in the presence of all who witnes- 
sed tHe affront, for the insult offered to the mar- 
quis." # ^ 

" Audacious boy !" exclaimed the duke, in a voice 
of thunder, "defend thyself; thy blood only can 
atone for the insolence of such a proposition." 

He attacked him with renewed fury, but the com- 
bat was not of much longer duration : Ferdinand 
wished to be but on the defensive, but the violence 
of the duke defeated his effort— -in aiming at his 
breast, the haughty chief received hi§ sword in his 
own bosom, and instantly fell. 

But never did victory inflict such anguish on a 
victor. 

Horror-struck at the thoughts of having slain the 
father of Elvina, he stood for some moments bending 
over him in silent anguish, vainly wishing their fates 
reversed, when suddenly discovetm^ Vyj ^ ^sscfc. 

v h 2 
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movement, that he was not yet dead, he darted, al- 
most with the rapidity of lightning, from the spot, for 
the purpose of procuring him assistance ; and was on 
the point of entering the castle, when prevented by 
his friend, Don Julio, who, in consequence of calling 
at the Almeria palace, and hearing from the marquis 
what had passed, had hastened after him, in hopes of 
preventing the fatal catastrophe that had taken place* 

44 Your looks alarm me, De Hara," he cried, seiz- 
ing him by the arm. " Surely if the duke has fallen 
by your hand, you would not be mad enough to en- 
ter the castle." 

The unhappy Ferdinand groaned : 44 1 care not 
about myself," he replied ; u if there be any chance 
of saving him, it is by obtaining him immediate 
aid." 

44 Trust to me to procure it," returned his friend, 
44 and do you retire to a place of security ; however 
indifferent, on your own account, you may be about 
your safety, yet, in consideration to the feelings of 
your father and your friends, you should pay some 
attention to it." • 

This latter suggestion had the desired effect— Don 
Ferdinand promised to repair immediately to the cell 
of Father Anselm, and Don Julio hastened into the 
castle, to procure the requisite assistance for his fallen 
opponent. 

But, to the utter consternation of all, on reaching 
the spot where Don Ferdinand had left him, he was 
not to be found. 

Unable to account for his disappearance, in any 
other way than by supposing he had been discovered 
by some straggling marauders, and dragged to a dis- 
tance, for the purpose of being stripped, the party 
were on the point of dispersing through the forest, 
when a messenger arrived from the abbot of St. II- 
defonso, to say that he had been discovered by two 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 91 

of the monks, in their way back from a neighbouring 
village, where they had been administering to the 
sick, and conveyed by them to the convent, but with- 
out their knowing who he was, owing to the dark- 
ness of the hour, till their arrival there ; when, it be- 
ing deemed unsafe to remove him, a surgeon was 
summoned, who pronouncing his woui^L mortal, the 
duke, who, during the examination of it, had recove- 
red his senses, desired his daughter might immedi- 
ately be sent for. 

Olivia was sought, but in vain, to break these af- 
flicting tidings to her ; and at length the painful task 
devolved upon the messenger^ of the abbot. 

She received them with the most acute sensations 
of sorrow ; with feelings that, for a few minutes, 
took from her the power of obeying his summons. 
Then, with a degree of wildness, as if fearful she 
should not reach his chamber in time to receive his 
last blessing, and be assured he did not die in anger 
with her, she rushed tHrough the gallery, and at the 
foot of the stairs was met by the abbot, who, taking 
her cold trembling hand, led her to the cell where her 
expiring father* lay. 

The ghastliness of his countenance, as displayed to 
view by the faint light of a glimmering taper, for a 
few minutes again overpowered her; then, a little 
recovering herself, she apprpached his bed^ and 
throwing herself on her knees, took the hand which 
he extended to her, and bathed it with her tears. 

41 Elvina," cried the duke, in accents solemnly im- 
pressive, " exert yourself; and, instead of paining my 
last moments by useless tears and lamentations, let 
them be soothed by the assurance that my death shall 
not go unrevenged. 

u I would have spared you the pain of beholding 
me in this state, but that I could not deny to myself 
the melancholy consolation of seeAf^g ^cra ^^krs toA 
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« 

thinkingfl had left you happy, by. the assurance, that 
I consented to your bestowing your hand where you 
had already plighted your affections ; but on this con- 
dition, that should your application to the throne for 
justice on my murderer be rejected, sir Eustace him- 
self undertakes the office of avenging me* 

u That so valiant a knight, ami so ardent a lover, 
will have any hesitation in complying with this con- 
dition, t cannot believe. Should the result, howe- 
ver, prove me mistaken in my opinion of him, re- 
member, your hand must be reserved for him who 
shall undertake your cause; for it is from knight- 
hood you must seek for redress, should it be denied 
you by the king. 

44 From the hand of Ferdinand De Hara I have 
met my death. Filial piety, I know, will be urged 
in extenuation of the deed; but believe not the per- 
fidious : plea— to rancour, malice, rage at my rejecting 
his addresses, and thus disappointing the ambitious 
and sordid views of himself and family, is it owing. 

44 Attend not, therefore, to the various statements 
which I am aware will be fabricated for your ear; 
but, as you hope to retain my last blessing, by the re- 
spect you owe my memory, and the regard you feel 
for your own reputation, I charge you to revenge my 
death : by your hopes of happiness, here and hereaf- 
ter, swear to let no intercession, however exalted the 
station from which it proceeds, induce you to forego 
your just resentment." 

. " I swear," cried the trembling Elvina, raising her 
hands and eyes towards heaven. 

44 Enough," replied the duke ; 44 1 am satisfied," 
kissing her pale cheek, and solemnly blessing her ; 
the peace you have given to my last moments, be 
thine, my sweet one, at the same awful hour. Long 
and happy may thy days be ; and from the oblivion 
of the tomb, may thy name be rescued, by the repu? 
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tation thou shalt leave behind thee* Keep ever in 
view thy origin, and then thou canst not fail of acting 
worthy of a descendant of the house of Lara* 

44 It is unnecessary, I know, to recommend to your 
kindness my faithful servants and dependants. Oli- 
via I could have wished to have seen ; but since de- 
nied that satisfaction, assure her I retained to the last 
a pleased remembrance of her fidelity and attach- 
ment." Then again kissing her, he averted his face, 
with a motion for her to retire. 

Regardless of this, however* Elvina clung to him. 

44 Oh! my father," she cried, "must I be denied 
the sad consolation of remaining with you?" 

The duke, after a momentary pause, evidently oc- 
casioned by emotion, informed her he wished to be 
left alone with his confessor ; but added, if able to 
bear her presence again, she should be sent for. ^ 

Compelled to withdraw, the sorrowing Elvina re- 
paired to the oratory ; where, sinking on her knees, 
her fervent prayers were offered up to heaven for his 
recovery; hut prayers continually interrupted by 
tears, at the little probability there appedred of their 
proving availing— no, she already saw the tomb ope* 
ning to receive him, already saw him mingling with 
the awful shades of his forefathers. , 

She started at every murmur, but a considerable 
time elapsed without any one appearing. Suspense 
at length becoming intolerable, she was on the point 
of descending from the oratory, when father Jerome, 
the abbot, suddenly appeared before her. His looks 
chilled her very soul, suspended the question that 
hovered on her lips. 

44 Daughter ," he cried, in solemn accents, a resig- 
nation is our duty ; your noble father has breathed 
his last-— peace to his soul, and consolation to those 
he has left to mourn him !" 

The blow wa's expected, but this circumstance did 
not lessen the shock it gave her— -£\\x *.Y&j\sreBX v^ 
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the earth by the pitiless storm, she sunk fainting in 
the arms of the father. 

On recovering, she found her sympathizing Oli- 
via bending over her. 

44 Ah! my Olivia," she cried, "how sudden has 
been our loss !" 

44 Sudden indeed !" repeated Olivia ; 44 but transi- 
ent is the nature of all earthly joys, uncertain the te- 
nure by which human life is held — ere we hear its 
distant murmur, the thunder bursts with appalling 
fury over our heads — while basking in the sunshine, 
we are often overtaken by the storm — the falling 
leaves, the withering face of nature, announce the 
expiration of the year ; but man often sinks into the 
grave without any indication of his approaching end; 
ere we think the time of his fading near, the blast 
that shall scatter his leaves is gathering. These sud- 
den strokes, these unexpected casualties, might well 
astonish and overwhelm us, but that we know they 
could not happen without the permission of him who, 
as he gives, so has a right to take away." 

Elvina now. required to be re-conducted to the 
chamber of death, but was peremptorily refused by 
the abbot ; her father's last words were that she 
should not be indulged in any thing that had a ten- 
dency to enervate her mind, and thus retard the ac- 
complishment of her vengeance ; and the commands 
of the dead must ever be held sacred he added. 

Elvina bowed her head — u Forever sacred will 
his be considered by me," she cried. " It would 
have afforded me a kind of melancholy pleasure to 
have gazed once "more upon his countenance, to have 
bathed it with my tears : but the consolation which 
duty forbids, I am content to resign." 



CHAP. VIII. 



Speak on, and ease your labouring breast ; it swells, 
And sinks again, and then it swells, so high, 
It looks as it would break. I know 'tis big 
With something you would utter. 

Busirts. 

In an agony of impatience for the appearance of 
Don Julio, the wretched Ferdinand hurried, in the 
course of a few minutes, from the cell of father An- 
selm to the cloisters through which he had to pass in 
his way to it; with distracted steps he traversed 
these lonely walks of holy meditation, now darting 
forward, in consequence of fancying he heard an ap- 
proaching step ; now stopping short in an agony of 
disappointment at finding himself mistaken ; for Don 
Julio had resolved on not rejoining him, until ac- 
quainted with the result of the duke's conference 
with his daughter. 

Unconsciously he advanced towards the enclosure 
containing the tomb of the unfortunate lovers, whose 
story he had related to Elvina. The sight of it recal- 
led a thousand dear ideas, awakened a thousand af- 
fecting recollections. A flood of tears gushed from 
him — u And Oh !" he despairingly exclaimed, as 
the big drops coursed one another down his manly 
cheeks, and the thought of having lost her forever, 
of the anguish he had been the means of inflicting on 
her, obtruded^ itself on him — u will no kind friend ; 
intercede in my behalf? will no voice do justice tcus 
my feelings, or vindicate my crime against her !" 



i 
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As he leant, almost exhausted by the violence of 
his emotions, against a pillar, he saw advancing from 
beneath an opposite arch the shadowy figure of a fe- 
male, who, on drawing nearer, he discovered to be 
Olivia. Involuntarily pronouncing her name, he 
rushed forward, with something like a sensation of 
joy at seeing her; but to his unutterable dismay, in- 
stead of appearing to participate in this feeling, she 
instantly drew back and disappeared. 

" Is misery then so contagious?" cried Don Fer- 
dinand, in bitterness of soul, as he stood beneath the 
gloomy archway, whither he had involuntarily pursu- 
ed her, " as to occasion it to be thus shunned ? or is 
it horror at the thoughts of my being the destroy ei- of 
her generous patron that makes her fly me ? Oh ! if 
such be her feelings, what will not those of Elvina 
be!" 

Overwhelmed with anguish at the idea, he was re- 
treating, when he again heard a step, and, impelled 
by a hope that it might be Olivia, repentant of her 
conduct towards him, returning, sprung forward ; but 
instead of her, beheld Don Rodolph hastily passing. 

Other sensations now took possession of his mind : 
rage, indignation, and jealousy, at his thus conti- 
nually hovering about the castle ; and convinced it 
was owing to some unworthy motive, he resolved to 
take ain early opportunity of apprising the fair heiress 
of the circumstance. 

In ttie mean while, urged by a restless impulse, he 
' pursued his steps. After following him some time, 
at a sufficient distance not to be discovered, he at 
length lost sight of him near a ruined tower, at the ex- 
tremity of the vale beneath the castle ifrindows, and 
tohich had formerly united the outworks in this di- 
rection. 

Under an idea that he might have entered it, he 
7 the door ; but finding it locked, and convinced, 
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ijtfpn its ponderous size, it could not have beenopen- 
<.efl without his hearing it, he was about retiring, 
when he fancied fie heard a faint jnoan from the up- 
per part of the building. 

He immediately retreated a few -steps from it, and 
Jooking up, thought he saw, something moving at a 
grated window near the top ; he directly called out 
to know whether any one was confined there, conju- 
ring them to speak, if such was the case, and rely on 
his services. 

A deeper groan. than he had before heard again 
reached him, and immediately after, as well as the 
faint twilight would permit him to discern, he saw a 
hand thrust through the bars, and waving him nearer. 

He was approaching, when his ear was pierced by 
a dreadful shriek, followed by the disappearance of 
the object he had seen, and a total silence. 

Again he tried the door, but its massive strength 
rendered his efforts to force it unavailing. He listen- 
ed, but no sound met his ear from within it, save the 
whistling of the wind through the rents of the build- 
ing, and at length the reflection of the uneasiness his 
friend would experience, should he not find him as 
expected, occurring, he withdrew, but not without 
reluctance, and often turning back to gaze upon the 
dismal wails, under the fearful impression of some 
foul deed being at the moment perpetrating within 
them. 

He found his friend impatiently awaiting him in 
the cell of father Anselm- 

Instantly grasping his arm, in a voice faltering 
through emotion, he inquired what hope ? 

" Of the duke's recovery," returned Don Julio, 
shrinking from the cruelty of keeping him in sus- 
pense, " none ; your sword has been ■, Uithful aven- 
ger of your injured honour. With his life he has 
atoned for his offence." 
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" And with it ends all hope of happiness," returned 
the despairing Ferdinand. % 

u Not so, I hope," rejoined Don Julio ; " exclusive 
of the happiness which a mind like yours must ever 
derive from the consciousness of performing its du- 
ty, you may still look forward to that of possessing 
the object of your regard." 

u Oh, never, never !" passionately exclaimed the 
unhappy youth. " Wrong her not by so horrible a 
supposition — wrong her not by supposing it possible 
she could be prevailed on to join her hand with one 
stained with the blood of her parent." 

44 But she may wed j'ou under your assumed name." 

" What ! deceive her into becoming my bride ?" 

44 If too scrupulous* I much fear you will raise in- 
surmountable obstacles to your happiness ; but of this 
you will be the best judge yourself, when you hear 
what I have to relate." 

Don Julio then proceeded to give him the particu- 
lars of the last conference that had taken place be- 
tween the duke and his daughter, as he had heard it 
from an attendant who was present at it. 

44 You see, therefore," cried he as he concluded, 
44 how very improbable it is you should ever gain her 
under your real name." 

44 Oh yes, too clearly !" rejoined the distracted 
Ferdinand. 

44 If you cannot give her up without misery, why 
hesitate about the only measure that can ensure her 
yours ?" 

44 You almost stagger my resolution, if -I thought 
she would ever forgive the deception.". 

44 I can scarcely think she would deny her forgive- 
ness to a measure solely dictated by love." 

44 Well, I will deliberate a little further on the sub- 
ject ere I finally decide," returned Don Ferdinand i 
44 to relinquish Elvina is misery, yet to deceive her 
is almost equally painful." 
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Don Julio now reminded him of the consideration 
due to the feelings of the marquis, whose anxiety 
about him must be intolerable ; adding, that as soon 
as he saw him to his palace, he should hasten to 
court, to learn what was likely to accrue from his dis- 
obedience to the commands of the king. They ac- 
cordingly took leave of the friendly father Anselm, 
and repairing to the forest, found the attendants of 
Don Julio there waiting with horses for them. 

In his hurry to depart, however, 'Don Ferdinand 
did not forget to acquaint the father with the incident 
of the tower, and received from him the satisfactory 
assurance of immediately taking measures for inqui- 
ring into the affair. 

Don Julio preceded his friend into the apartment 
of the marquis. He found him in a state of trem- 
bling apprehension, but an apprehension which va- 
nished the moment he cast his ^yes upon the beam- 
ing countenance of the young knight. 

He saw by his looks he was safe, and his soul as- 
cended in gratitude to heaven for the preservation of 
his " beautiful, his brave son." Then, with a voice 
faltering through emotion, he demanded to see him, 
impatient to pay his grateful tribute of deserved 
praise. 

After the first transports of his joy had subsided, 
and the particulars of all that had happened were 
made known to him, he tried to reanimate his too 
evidently dejected son, and inspirit him to overcome 
his passion, but in vain. 

u No," returned the unhappy youth, in a tone so- 
lemnly impressive, " my heart is incapable of change 
•—besides, disgrace and infamy alike attend the cow- 
ard warrior, and the faithless lover. Even if I could 
prevail on myself to make an effort to break the chains 
I pride to wear, I know it must prove useless. Far 
dearer to me than life, than liberty, than all but hor 
nour is Elvina." ^ 
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u But if aH hope" of calling her your* is o^er, is it 
not madness to cherish her idea ? Cdme, come, my 
son, rouse to the combat, and thou art sure to con* 
quer." 

Here Don Julio interfered, to inform the marquis 
of the chance that yet remained of his friend's being 
happy. 

Like his son, however, the proud heart of the 
marquis revolted from the idea of his being indebted 
to deception for the accomplishment of his wishes. 
After a little reflection, however, the consideration 
of his happiness solely depending on their comple- 
tion, induced him to determine on not opposing the 
measure, should Don Ferdinand himself be able to 
overcome his reluctance to it« 

The king received the tidings of the duke of Os- 
ma's death with mingled emotions ; notwithstanding 
the displeasure he had incurred, he could not help 
lamenting the premature fall of so renowned a chief; 
and though obliged secretly to acknowledge the ri- 
gour of his fate justified by his temerity, yet could 
not on this account think of excusing the disregard 
shown to his commands by Don Ferdinand. In a 
word, as he had resolved, in the person of the duke, 
on setting an example of the consequences likely to 
accrue from crossing his authority, so now, in that 
of Don Ferdinand, he determined on the same ; and 
accordingly gave the necessary orders for his being 
taken into custody. 

z These, through the vigilance of his friend Don Ju- 
lio, were made known to him ip time to enable him 
to escape to the convent of St. Ildefonso, where, 
* through the kindness of the good father Anselna, 
he was sure of a secret asylum. Yet not for a mo- 
ment would he have prevented the royal mandate 
from being carried into efFect f but for the discovery 
of all he at present wished concealed, that must im- 
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mediately have followed it ; no, on the contrary, his 
proud soul would hate made him rather meet than 
shrink from the coming storm. - ' 

But of all places this was the one in which he was 
least likely to recover any portion of tranquillity, or 
i-eceite any alleviation of his atnguish, the solemn 
rites performing for the deceased duke not for a mo- 
ment permitting his thoughts to' be detached from thi 
subject that oppressed them*. 

The funeral at length took plaice. The chief friends 
ami relatives of the illustrious hoxfee of Osma attend- 
ed' it, preceded by a fang- procession 6f priests chant- 
ing solemn dirges. The darkness of midnight was 
dissipated by a thousand tapers— the swelling echoes 
of the pile awakened by innumerable voices. 

During mass, the emblazoned banners of the de- 
ceased were displayed iri front of the great altar by 
four knights; his sword, his shield, his spear, and 
war-horse, were successively offered by four other 
nobles, each supported by a knight of equal rank. 

The scene was at once grand, solemn, and impres- 
sive. Death, at all times affecting, is rendered still 
more so by these pageantries ; we involuntarily con- 
trast the transient splendour with the gloomy obli- 
vion to which the dead are so soon to be consigned* 

Urged by resistless feelings, Don Ferdinand in dis- 
guise mingled with the crowd assembled to witness 
the ceremony, and followed the body to the vault de- 
stined to receive it. The gloomy appearance of this 
repository of death, the cHilly and unwholesome 
dampness of the air, the mournful light produced by 
a few scattered tapers, as they dimly gleamed upon 
the tarnished ornaments of the coffins, that filled the 
surrounding niches, served to render still more acute 
the sensations of the unhappy Ferdinand. 

" And Oh ! how different, under the influence of 
these sensations," he irivoluntatily exclaimed to him- 
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self, " is this stillness, this chilling silence, to the bu- 
sy the tumultuous scenes in which thy restless spirit, 
Osma, delighted^! How narrow the space now occu- 
pied by thee, whose ambition was so boundless ! With 
three steps I compass thy grave, Oh ! thou who wast 
so mighty before, the trumpet may summon to the 
war, witnout now awaking thee by its clangour ; the 
battle rage, even to the walls of thy narrow house, 
without raising thee from the bed of thy repose ! And 
to this dreary state, this dismal dull oblivion, have I 
the horror of thinking I prematurely hurried thee! 
Oh ! why, noble Osma, provoke the fatal stroke !— 
why, though regardless of life on thy own account, 
not estimate it on that of others !" 

Unable to control his emotions, he hurried from 
the spot, and hastening to a remote and unfrequented 
part of die edifice, passed the waning night in a state 
of indescribable anguish. 

But something was now to be decided on ; the fu- 
neral of her ftjther over, it was not to be expect- 
ed lady Eivina would much longer delay the perfor- 
mance of tHe solemn duty she had still to fulfil. 

Accordingly, after a little^ further hesitation on the 
subject, he at length determined on yet retaining his 
assumed name, and seeing her, if possible, the ensu- 
ing evening. 

This was the first time the fair orphan had suffer- 
ed herself to quit the walls of the castle since the 
death of her father. Oppressed with languor, she 
walked forth, to try what effect the air would have 
\ipon her— -*o grief for her father was added an in- 
tolerable anxiety concerning the supposed St. Vale? 
ry. She could no otherwise account for not seeing 
or hearing from him, during this season of affliction, 
especially convinced as she was of his being appri- 
sed of what had passed respecting him in her last 
conference with the deceased duke, than by suppo- 
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sing him false to his vows — an idea which, spite of 
the suggestions of pridej overwhelmed her with an- 
guish. 

After wandering some time through the embower- 
ing shades of the garden with her faithful Olivia, she 
seated herself on a verdant bank, near a murmuring 
fountain, and overshadowed with luxuriant cypresses, 
whose funereal gloom seemed to render them an ap- 
propriate canopy for her at present. 

The evening beam, that from tMfe cloud of the west 
had gildedjhe prospect, was by this time faded ; the 
clouds of night came rolling down the dark brown 
steeps, and at intervals a crescent moon breaking 
through them, shed a pale gleam on the bosom of a 
neighbouring lake. 

The scene was in unison with the feelings of the 
lovely mourner — nor was its effect lessened by the 
guitar of her Moorish page Zelim, a youth whom she 
had lately taken into her service, and who, through 
the intervening trees, was espied, s«*ted in a melan- 
choly attitude, near the edge of the Hike, Accompany- 
ing the instrument with the foljgping simple ballad : 



There came to the shore, Count Julian complaining, 

The winds whistled shrill, through his time-bleached locks, 
O'er his treason he sigh'd, when at evening repairing 

To wander forlorn, 'midst the sea-beaten rocks; 
The waves that roll'dnear him, fix'dhis eyes wand'ring glan- 
ces, 

For they bath'd the rough rocks of his own native soil, 
Where in martial array with Castile's renown'd lances, 

He often had stript the proud foe of his spoil. 

** Oh! mffiountry.'' he cried, " incessant's my anguish, 
And dfll my remorse for my crimes against thee; 

With hdnPr I freeze, in sorrow I languish, 
For thUnjuries thou hast su$|ajned from me. 
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Accurst was the hour when to dire revenge yielding— 
To the foes of my faith I committed my cause — 

When with passion infuriate, the sword madly wielding, 
I caus'd the o'erthrowing your customs and laws. 

44 Rent, rent are your baimtirs, despoil'd are your attars, 

With the blood of your sons are crimson'd your waves; 
Those gallant defenders, my trembling tongue falters 

When pronouncing the word, I have rendeVd them slaves. 
The treason abetting'— the traitor despising, 

The abject revile me, the noble, distrust ; 
No bosom responds ate my sorrowful sighing, 

No voice but proclaims my punishment just. 

" Oh ! Cora r my daughter, thy charms once delighting, 

Have led to ray run*, as well as- thy own ; 
But for these, royal Rodrigue, now in solitudes hiding, 

Might still have enjoy'd his treasures and throne.. 
Yet, ah ! when I think on thee, sad and forsaken, 

My bosom, relenting, forbids the stern vow. 
When in dreams I beheld thee all pale and despairing, 

To pardon- thee peit her hereafter or now. 



«« 



Pn what gloomy grotto, what cave of the ocean, 



Dost tfrou^eover Hy*shame, dost thou hide thy disgrace ? 
Ah ! dost.4hfct} not #iink, with rending emotion, 

Of tfee days 1 that are past, of virtue and peace l- 
Oh ! yes, in wild accenWl hear" thee bewailing 

The errors of youth, the days that are gone, 
Thy radiant eyes closing, thy youthful strength failing, 

The shriek of the seamew thy funeral song. 

** Oh ! where are the. hopes so long were indulged in— 
• Lost like the tears I drop in the waves; 
Oh ! where the bright joys, so gay, so inviting — 

Scatter'd like autumn's fast-falling leaves. 
No child will survive me, no friend again hail me— 

All lost is my glory, and blasted my fame; 
If I live in the annals of my ruin'd, bleeding country, 

'Twill be but to bear a traitor's foul name. 

" Ah ! never again in the proud swelling towers. 
Where wander the shades of those I've disgrac 

Ah ! never again shall I pass the, sweet hours, 3 
Or hear the grey bards siodKheroes deceased; 
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Release ifte, kind Heaveftv from this world of sorrow 
Accept my repentance, behold my despair ; 

Ob* ! seal up those eyes ere the dawn of to-morrow, 
'JFhis night let me mingle with the sons of the air." 



Soon after Zelim had concluded, he arose, and 
sauntered out of sight"; and after a further silence of 
a few minutes, Elvina involuntarily recurred to the 
subject which now chiefly occupied her thoughts ; but 
scarce had she uttered the name of St. Valery, when 
a low rustling amidst the trees behind her made her 
turn tastily round, and by the faint ray which the 
evening star shed upon the spot; she beheld through 
the trees a glittering vest; she started, and was on the 
point of rising, when she was pret^^ed by the sud- 
den prostration of a figure beffafjtijl^ she cast a fear- 
ful glance at it, and .discovere&i^features of her 
lover. -Jcrt- ^~ jflft* 

A faint shriek escape^ her atjiis un^^c^agl ap- 
pearance, and for a moment, Wferpowered by emo- 
tion, her face was buried in the bosom of Olivia ; 
then a Ktlle recovering herself, she motioned him to 
rise, and let her pass— adding, u she could not, from 
his recent conduct, suppose his being there was owing 
to any wish to converse with her." * k 

But instead of obeying her, the unhappy Ferdinand 
maintained his kneeling posture, in order to try and 
deprecate the resentment he too evidently saw he had 
incurred ; and at length so thoroughly succeeded in 
convincing her that his late seeming neglect was ow- 
ing not to want of sympathy, but unwillingness to be- 
hold the sorrow which he conceived he had not the 
power of^iitigating, as to receive her hand in token 
of forgiveness, and be allowed to take the seat which 
Olivia had vacated to him next her* 
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To dwell on'the scene that followed this reconcilia- 
tion, is unnecessary— suffice it, that the soothing ef- 
fect which his fond attentions, his persuasive elo- 
quence, his ardent protestations of unalterable love 4 
had upon the mind of his gentle mistress, was quick- 
ly dissipated, by the agitation he evinced when the 
subject of her last conference with her father came to 
be discussed. 

The sudden paleness that overspread his counte- 
nance, the wild expression of his rolling eyes alarmed 
her ; and in accents faltering through presageful fears, 
she insisted on knowing the cause of his emotion- 
adding, it seemed to argue to her a knowledge of 
some insurmountable obstacle to their union. 

" Oh* no !" cried the almost-distracted Ferdinand; 
44 free as we both are to act as we please, what Obsta- 
cle," he evasively added, a can there be to it, but of 
pur own creating*?" 

44 Then why xhWfe disordered looks ?" 

44 I know noWSjcept that when I reflect oil your 
transcetJUftf m^pits, I cannot help fearing the happi- 
ness ^fpoSpssing such a tre^ure will never be mine." 

44 Such fears are injurious Both to yourself and me," 
replied the lovely Elvina, warmly. 

u Then banish them entirely," cried the agitated 
lover, in the most impassioned tone, 44 by consenting 
to the immediate celebration of our nuptials, and thus 
rendering assurance doubly sure." 

44 Impossible !" she returned : 44 till the season of 
mourning for my father is expired, and his death 
avenged, nothing shall ever induce me to change my 
state. Besides, it was on condition that you under- 
took my cause, should I be denied justice from the 
throne, that he consented to our union ; and never 
will I swerve from what I know to be his wffl. But 
you turn pale again, St. Valery," she contintJtpt, atten- 
tively observing him, and with a look of horror per- 
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ceiving him avert his countenance from her ; " do you 
then shrink from the condition on which my hand is 
to be given ?" 

44 Shrink from it !" repeated the agonized Ferdi- 
nand, starting from his seat, and elevating his clasped 
hands towards Heaven— u No, if to prove myself 
worthy of it, 'tis requisite the blood of De Hara 
should be shed by me, even in your presence it shall 
flow— there shall he breathe his last sigh, but too hap- 
py, in my opinion, to expire before you." 

44 Unhappy youth ! though my foe, I cannot help 
pitying him," said Elvina, in accents indicative of her 
sincerity. 

44 Your foe !" involuntarily repeated" Don Ferdi- 
nand, in a voice at once mournful and tender. Then 
suddenly checking the declaration that was about burst- 
ing from his lips— 44 and think you you can possibly 
have a foe i" 

44 Alas ! in him too surely. Yet in vain I strive, 
by dwelling on the enmity of his house to mine, to 
overcome the reluctance I feel to proceed against him 
— nothing can subdue it, Still, however, am I so- 
lemnly determined on fulfilling my- promise to my fa- 
ther. But oh, St. Valery ! how shall I rejoice, when 
the dreadful task delegated to me is over ! — how hail 
the hour, which again gives me to e|§joy, without in- 
terruption, the delicious tranquility of , my native 
shades, with thee for my companion*!" 

44 Delusive thought !" murmured Don Ferdinand, 
in the broken accents of internal agitation ; , then, una- 
ble longer to control his emotfons, he was rushing 
from the spot, with a hasty adieu to her, when still 
more alarmed by his manner, she caught him by the 
cloak. 

44 You terrify me, St. Valery," she cried, " by the 
wildness of your gestures ! Something, I am convin- 
ced, weighs upon your heart which you fear to dis- 
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close. Let me not be tormented with ajngiety : than 
my bosom, there cannot be a safer repositpry for any 
secret that may torment you : fear not to speak ; rely 
on all that love or friendship can do jto .serve you." 

u Oh, Heavens !" groaned the unhappy lover, 
" what a fate is mine ! Elvina," in a voice scarcely 
articulate, he added, " most amiable and generous of 
human beings ! how /shall I answer you ? All 1 .can 
say is, pity me, and when you offer up your orison* 
for the afflicted, let not your lover be forgotten!" 
Then breaking from her hold, he darted from the spot, 
and m an instant was out of sight. 

Olivia, who had walked to some little distance, in 
order not to be<a restraint on them, now speedily re- 
joined her, ancfewas at once alarmed and surprised at 
the disorder in which she found her-— she eagerly in- 
quired the cause, and was briefly informed : she did 
not deny, from what she heard, that there was reason 
to believe some secret, he durst hot reveal, weighed 
upon the heart of St. Valery,and both became bewil* 
dered in conjecturing the nature of it. 

In the midst of the conversation to which his mys- 
terious conduct gave rise v their cars were suddenly in- 
vaded by a deep sepulchral voice behind them, ex- 
claiming — " St. Valery is unworthy of being the sub- 
ject of your discourse, unworthy of the place he oc- 
cupies in the thoughts of lady Elvina— his v#ws, his 
affections, hav* long been another's— -interest only 
leads him to her shrine. This warning comes from 
one who is an invisible witness of the actions of others, 
and admonishes die Keiress of Osma to attend to it, as 
she regards her future weal !" 

Starting from their seats, botfchastily examined the 
spot from whence the voice proceeded, and which 
was a small opening amongst the trees, but without 
perceiving any one— -neither did any sudden motion, 
or rustling amid the trees, announce the disappearance 
of any one from it. 
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Seized with a sensation of terror mingled with re- 
verential awe, they retreated to the castle where at 
length a torrent of tears restored the fair Elvina to 
the use of the faculties which agitation had nearly 
suspended* 

She knew not what to think of the recent circum- 
stance—" But be the voice I heard," she cried, " that . 
of an inhabitant of heaven or earth, equally will I at- 
tend to it. The conduct of St. Valery justifies this 
determination — he must prove, beyond a doubt, the 
assertions against him unfounded, or from this hour 
all correspondence ceases between us*" 

. It was accordingly decided, that the next morning, 
through his friend, father Anselm, h% should be in- 
formed of this determination* 

In the mean while, full of regret for not having 
been able to maintain a greater command over him- 
self, Don Ferdinand returned to the convent, where 
his friend, Don Julio, waited impatiently to learn the 
result of his interview with his mistress ; yet was he 
not without a faint hope that such a turn might Jbe gi- 
ven to what had dropped from him, as to prevent any 
unpleasant inquiries in consequence ; and also that 
from the tenderness Elvina had manifested for him, 
she might be induced to give him her hand sooner 
than she at first intended. 

This hope, however, was annihilated by Olivia 
the next morning, who, in her way to the cell of fa- 
ther Anselm, met him in the cloisters, contrary to her 
expectations; and with the incident of the preceding ' .. 
night, communicated to him the determination lady 
Elvina had formed in consequence of it. 

The explanation he wished to delay he saw could 
no longer be avoided, and maddened at the conse- 
quences likely to result from it, he started from Oli- 
via, ere she had well concluded the communication 
she had to make him, destroying, b^ Vv\&^o\iV\xi\wv%»^ 
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precipitate retreat, the hope she had indulged in, of 
his being guiltless of the charges brought against him. 

That his accuser was either Don Rodolph, or some 
one in his interest, he had no doubt*: to know the 
quarter, however, whence the accusation came, af- 
forded him no satisfaction, since he Could not disprove 
it, without his renunciation of a name- essential to his 
happiness yet a little longer to have retained. 

But though agonized by this idea, he was not so 
entirely absorbed by it, as not to feel some anxiety 
to know by what means Don Rodolph had this un- 
controled access to the casde. 

On this subject, however, he was unable to obtain 
any satisfaction from father Anselm, to whom his in- 
quiries respecting it were addressed ; neither had he 
been more fortunate with respect to the affair of the 
tower. He had immediately, he said, acquainted the 
warden of the castle with it, and in return was inform- 
ed that the key belonging to it had long been lost, and 
that he was so convinced the circumstance he alluded 
to was an ideal oiie, that he could not permit a forced 
admission to it. 

Of the reality, however, of what he had seen and 
heard, Don Ferdinand was so thoroughly convinced, 
that but for the situation in which he at present stood, 
he probably would have made an effort for entering 
it ; but in the prospect of losing Elvina, every other 
consideration became absorbed. 

The approaching night should at least, he deter- 
mined, terminate the agonies of suspense ; as soon as 
^it arrived, he resolved on repairing to the castle, and 
soliciting an interview with Elvina, for the purpose 
of revealing himself. 



Chap. ix. 

Some unborn sorrow, ripe in Fortune's womb, 
Now coming* towards me, grieves my inmost soul. 

Shakespeabe. 

• 

In the mean while the beauteous Elvina was a 
prey to the severest anguish. In the countenance of 
Olivia, the moment she re-entered her -apartment on 
her return from the convent, she read a confirmation 
of all her fears, and her soul fainted beneath the 
shock inflicted by the circumstance. 

To find herself deceived there, where she had 
treasured up all her hopes of earthly happiness, was 
<a stroke that required a greater effort of fortitude 
to support than she was at present able to make. 

u Yet think not, my dear Olivia!," she cried, ad- 
dressing her sympathizing confidant, as soon as she 
had a little recovered herself, " that I shall long be 
overwhelmed by these regrets ; no, I should blush 
for myself, if I did not think that the knowledge of 
St. Valery's unworthiness would soon enable me to 
banish him my thoughts. " 

Olivia fervently hoped this might be the case,* but 
at the same time, could not help fearing, that a % 
passion deep-rooted as hers, could not easily be over- 
come. 

From the conduct of the supposed St. Valery in 
the morning, she was not a little surprised at receiv- 
ing a private message from him, in the course of the 
evening, requesting a conference of a few minutes 
with her. 
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After a momentary hesitation, impelled by curiosi- 
ty, more than any other motive, she complied with 
his request, but with a countenance expressive of the 
alteration her sentiments respecting him had under- 
gone. 

Convinced of this, to solicit an interview with El- 
vina would be useless, without re-establishing him- 
self in some degree in her opinion ; yet at the same 
time determined on not making the meditated dis- 
covery, except in the presence of his lovely mistress, 
he ventured so far as so say, he never should have 
had the presumption to approach the castle again, 
but for the proofs he had to adduce of his innocence, 
and therefore entreated her to procure him the op- 
portunity he required of vindicating it to Elvina. 

This was too welcome an entreaty to be disregard- 
ed—she could not believe him capable of the folly of 
making such an assertion without being able to sup- 
port it, and accordingly hastened to Elvina to com- 
municate it« 

To naint her feelings at hearing it were impossible 

—her transports, at tne thought of his again proving 
himself worthy of the regard- which she felt almost 
convinced, notwithstanding her protestations, length 
of time could alone enable her to overcome. 

Olivia, having obtained her permission, withdrew 
for the purpose of conducting him to her presence. 

His feelings at the moment may easier be con- 
ceived than described — it was the very crisis of his 
fate ; and the idea of the happiness or misery of his 
'future days being on the very eve of being determin- 
ed so subdued him, that for a minute after the fold- 
ing doors leading into her apartment were thrown 
open, he stood silent and motionless, wanting cou- 
rage to advance, yet deprived of power to retreat. 

His looks and attitude had an immediate effect up- 
4>n the feelings of Elvina — the- bright glow with which 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 113 

reviving hope had painted her cheeks, yielded to a 
death-like paleness ; and again her wildly-throbing 
heart felt the chilling influence of apprehension. 

44 St. Valery," she cried, in faltering accents., after 
waiting a few minutes in expectation of hearing him 
speak, u tis unnecessary, I flatter myself, to say this 
interview would never have been granted, but for 
your assertion to Olivia; if you have indeed the 
power of vindicating yourself, why delay doing so ? M 

44 Alas ! why," returned the agitated youth, in the 
most desponding accent, u but that I cannot prove my 
sincerity, without incurring the risk of losing you for- 
ever* Know then, neither interest nor love led Sir 
Eustace St. Valery to pay his addresses to you — he 
is an utter stranger to your perfections — his name 
only, assumed by me for the purpose of gaining ad- 
mission to your presence, is known to you." 

44 His name !" repeated Elvina, with a look of 
wildness, and catching Olivia by the arm ; 44 what, 
are you not what you represented yourself to be 
then ? Speak, declare who are you, and your motives 
for this imposition ?" 

Don Ferdinand sunk upon one knee, and produ- 
cing the end of an embroidered scarf from his bo- 
som — - u Know you this, lady ?" he asked. 

Elvina instantly recollected her own work--. 44 Yes, 
well," she replied, tremblingly ; 44 it was the prize ad- 
judged at the tournament held here in honour of my 
last birth-day, to an unknown knight, for his superi- 
or skill and valour." 

44 Oh happy, yet fatal honour !" rejoined Don Fer- 
dinand, kissing with fond devotion die scarf, and re- 
turning it to his bosom u happy in allowing me to re- 
ceive aught from thy hand, yet fatal in giving tp my 
view charms, there were so many obstacles to my 
ever aspiring to. In birth, in fortune, I knew my- 
self entitled to solicit your hand ; Jbut alas ! I al&o 
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knew my equality in these respects not sufficient to 
obtain it. Still, however, I persevered in cherishing 
your image — persevered do I say ! — ah ! had I tried 
to banish it my heart, I could not have succeeded— 
besides, of such a treasure as I aspired to, I con- 
ceived I should be utterly undeserving, if I did not 
make more than common exertions to obtain it. Ac- 
cordingly, I had recourse to the measures which at 
length were the means of introducing me to you." 
He then proceeded to give an explanation of the 
intimacy between him and St. Valery, and the double 
motive he had for the assumption of his name. " But 
an utter enemy to any thing like deception," he con- 
tinued, w a thousand times the secret hovered on my 
lips— a thousand times was I on the point of throwing 
myself at your feet, and avowing the imposition I 
had practised on you ; but as often was withheld, by 
a dread of the consequences that might result from 
the disclosure. Liberal and generous as your heart 
is, I nevertheless saw it was not uninfluenced by the 
baneful prejudices to which the obstacles I have just 
alluded to were owing— -those fatal prejudices which 
have been the cause of such unhappiness to our re- 
spective house 8— indeed, your own lips, put me out 
of doubt on the subject ; they accused both me and 
mine of being your enemies, at the very moment 
when heaven can attest," raising his fine eyes to- 
wards it, " I would joyfully have opened the sluices 
of this heart to have rendered you a service. ** . 

" Declare your name !" exclaimed Elvina, gasping 
with emotion, " ere my fleeting senses entirely for- 
sake me !" 

" You vowed to your noble father," he resumed, 
u to avenge his death—'tis in your power to d6 
so*" : • ' 
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Again he paused, and looked fearfully at Elvina ; 
but she neither spoke nor moved— every faculty 
seemed suspended by horrible anticipation. 

" You require the blood of Ferdinand de Hara," 
he added, " as an atonement for your father's ; the 
present moment furnishes you with an opportunity of 
inflicting upon him the vengeance you think he me- 
rits. Let it not be neglected — let the reflection of 
Justice being tardy in her course, meandering through 
such labyrinths of form, that often powerful guilt 
eludes the laws, stimulate you to take advantage of 
the present minute. You have your wished for vic- 
tim in your power—- he now kneels at your feet— he 
bears his bosom to the stroke— he puts into your 
hand," unsheathing, as he spoke, his sword, and pre- 
senting it to her, a an instrument wherewith to in- 
flict it." 

The gradually receding senses of Elvina at these 
words forsook, her, and for some minutes she reclin- 
ed, without any semblance of life, on the bosom of 
Olivia. Then suddenly recovering from insensibili- 
ty—* 4 Oh dreadful !" she cried, raising her clasped 
and trembling hands towards heaven ; " have I then 
voluntarily admitted to my presence the murderer of 
my father ! — have I listened with pleasure to his 
vows ! — have I enfolded within mine the hand stain- 
ed with the blood of him who gave me being ! 
Oh forgive the unintentional crime ! she shuddering- 
ly added, and dropping on her knees—" forgive it, 
Heaven ! and thou, spirit of my father, also pardon 
it ! Oh ! if I could haye felt any indecision with re- 
gard to the measures I promised to pursue, this cru- 
el deception, which has caused my acting in a man- 
ner so contrary to every feeling of propriety and na- 
ture, would at once have terminated it. Away, away !V 
she added, waving him with one hand to retire, while 
with the other she covered her eyes^ in ottat \» «** 
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elude his sight—" let me no longer be shocked by 
your presence here !" 

44 Yet, in mercy, in justice, hear me," cried the 
distracted lover, eagerly approaching her ; " allow 
me to explain the circumstances that led to the fatal 
catastrophe which has involved us both in misery ; 
and if, after hearing them, you still think me de- 
serving of punishment, my life shall be at your dis- 
posal." 

Ere Elvina had time in any manner to notice this 
speech, Don Julio, with a countenance of dismay, 
burst into the room* 

u Pardon this abrupt intrusion, lady !" he exclaim- 
ed, addressing himself to the fair Elvina, as in alarm 
at his sudden entrance she started from the floor; 
44 but the occasion is urgent — private information 
was this evening received at the palace, of Don Fer- 
dinand's intended visit here, under a borrowed name, 
and in consequence the castle is now invested with a 
party despatched for his apprehension*" ♦ 

44 Oh, heavens!" cried the harassed Elvina, wring- 
ing her hands distractedly, " what malicious foe has 
subjected me to this obloquy !" 

44 Nay, Madam," interposed Don Julio, 44 except 
the information be proved correct, by Don Ferdi- 
nand being found here, the consequences you appre- 
hend cannot result from it ; is there no place of con- 
cealment here for him ?" 

Olivia, starting at this qusetipn, mentioned the gal- 
lery communicating with the convent ; but instead of 
suffering her instantly to conduct him thither, the 
wretched Ferdinand, again l casting himself at the 
feet of Elvina, conjured her not to let him leave her, 
impressed with the agonizing idea of being an ob- 
ject of detestation to her. 

Shrinking back with a look of horror— 44 If not 
desirous of completing your cruel work," she cried, 
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44 by driving me to madness, begone, nor presume to 
think that ought but consideration for myself induces 
me to comply with the wishes of your friend. No— . 
but for the surmises to which I dread your being dis- 
covered here would expose me, I should immediate- 
ly do what filial duty prescribes, by yielding you up 
to the punishment you merit. Oh! cruel alterna- 
tive, to be compelled to grant an asylum to the 
murderer of my father !'» 

" Again that horrid appellation !*' exclaimed Don 
Ferdinand indignantly, as he rose from his kneeling 
posture : cruel, cruel Elvina ! but the period will 
yet arrive, in which other reproaclj|s*than mine will 
assail you for your injustice." 

The absolute necessity of immediately quitting 
the apartment, again suggested to him by Don Julio, 
he no longer delayed accompanying him and Olivia 
to the place of concealment ? but to the consterna- 
tion of all, on reaching it, they found the door locked, 
and the key, which usually remained in it, taken 
out. 

Almost instantly, howeveV, jfecovenng worn tne 
effect this circumstance had upon him, Olivia mo- 
tioned them to follow her ; and obeying, after pas- 
sing through several antique galleries and chambers, 
they at length came to a .lonely apartment, where, 
pushing aside a pannel, she discovered to them a 
kind of dark closet, into which they immediately 
stepped ; and closing the entrance, she hurried back 
to Elvina, who she found in a state of the most pain- 
ful trepidation, the apartment she occupied not hay- 
ing escaped the examination of those despatched in 
quest of Don Ferdinand } besides, she was in mo- 
mentary dread of his being discovered; and her ve- 
ry soul shrunk with horror, from the idea of the im- 
putations she should incur, should he be found se- 
creted beneath her rood 
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At length, the departure of the party sent to ap- 
prehend him relieved her from this state of agony. 
Olivia had no sooner assured herself they were gone, 
than she hastened to liberate the friends. 

In their way to the hall communicating with the 
garden, and by which she directed them to retire, 
they had to pass the apartment where Elvina was. 
Don Ferdinand meant not again to have intruded 
into her presence, but on catching a glimpse of her 
through the folding doors, he lost all command over 
himself, and rushing into the room, again prostrated 
himself before J^\ 

rWith a faint shriek she started back, and throwing 
herself upon a couch, covered her face with her 
hands, in order to avoid seeing him.) 

"Ami then already grown so hateful to you ?" 
demanded the unhappy Ferdinand, in a tone of bit- 
terness, and eagerly rising and approaching her— 
4t r Elvina^ in mercy say, what I hatfe to hope, what 
tofe^r?" 

44 Torture me not by interrogations," she cried 
44 but quit my presence ; nor longer brave the shade 
of my father, or insult my grief, by your continuance 
here.** 

" The greatest criminals,'' returned he, 44 are al- 
lowed to plead their cause ; I did but what honour 
compelled me ; and had your noble father survived 
till the transports of his fury had abated, I make 
no doubt he would have done me the justice I merit- 
ed from him ; but the justice which he denied me, 
I will hope and flatter myself with obtaining from 
you, when fully acquainted with the circumstances 
which occasioned the event we equally deplore," 

44 If by justice you mean relinquishing my present 

intentions, indulge not such a delusive hope," she 

cried, with firmness, and eyes, as she uncovered them, 

gleaming with the feelings of het so\j1 ; 44 filial duty, 
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fame, honour, all that is dear and precious to me, 
impel me to avenge my father's death. Could I 
have wavered on the subject, the events of this night 
would have prevented further indecision, since no- 
thing can so effectually tend to clear me from the im- 
putations that may now rest upon me, from the ru- 
mour of your visiting here, as a firm adherence to 
my previous resolution. To-morrow's sun, there- 
fore, shall behold me at the foot of the throne, de- 
manding justice from it." 

44 Impossible !" exclaimed Don Julio, warmly ; 
" lady, you must no longer refuse your attention to 
the vindication of Don Ferdinand." He then, with 
an impetuosity that precluded all interruption, enter- 
ed into a full explanation of the circumstances pre- 
viously alluded to ; concluding by observing, " that 
had his friend acted otherwise than he did, had he 
suffered any consideration but that of honour to have 
had weight. with him in the recent instance, or even 
shrunk for a moment in thought from dfcduty impo- 
sed upon him by his father, he would have proved him- 
self unworthy of his illustrious name, unworthy of 
the friendship of the generous and brave." 

Elvina sighed — his eloquence, spite of her efforts 
to steel her bosom against it, had affected her— 
she knew he was a cavalier incapable of wilfully 
misrepresenting facts, and was besides top well ac- 
quainted with the violent passions and prejudices of 
her deceased father, not to be aware they might in- 
voluntarily have led him to give an invidious turn to 
the affair. Still, however, she was determined to per- 
severe in her promise to him, not only from the re- 
flection that Don Ferdinand might have made some 
little concession on her account, but of the danger- 
ous sophistry which love makes use of. 

44 Leave me, Don Julio," she said, in reply to 
what he had urged in defence of his friend, u my re- 
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solution is unalterable; arguments,, therefore, can 
answer no other end than to add to my distress, al- 
ready too great. The blood of my father, shed al- 
most before my eyes, shall not cry in vain for ven- 
geance — I will not be persuaded to my eternal shame 
—I owe him nought but tears." . 

44 For your zeal in my cause, my friend," said 
Don Ferdinand, u my gratitude can never cease ; 
but here let it be no longer displayed, since displea- 
sing to her whose least wish is to me a law* Yes, 
madam," he added, turning his eyes full upon her, 
44 I no longer seek to deprecate your resentment ; I 
only implore, since deemed deserving of it, you 
woulcr a "yourself inflict on me the punishment you 
think I merit. Let this," again offering her his 
sword, u obtain you the satisfaction you require ; 
emulate in courage, as in every other virtue, the 
Grecian daughter, and pierce the breast of him whose 
hand was raised against your father." 

Elvina shrfflced and fell upon the bosom of Olivia. 

44 Unheard of cruelty !" she exclaimed, in a voice 
broken by sobs, 44 to offer to my view the sword 
stained with the blood of my father" ! 

44 Since then," resumed Don Ferdinand, after a 
momentary pause, u you deny me the happiness of 
dying by your hand, permit me, contrary* to my re- 
cent resolve, to offer a few words further in my vin- 
dication. In the late affair your father's rashness 
solely was to blame ; by yielding to an unjustifiable 
resentment, an unprovoked fury, he covered me and 
mine with shame—- . 

*• The rules of honour T Deed not here define-*. 
My father injured, the disgrace was mine," 

44 But, oh God!" continued the unhappy youth, 

looking upwards, 44 thou canst witness with what re- 

luctance, what pangs, I thought of reveling the af- 
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front — never was vengeance before so tardy in" its 
course. In the fatal field, I strove - to soften the 
haughty spirit of your father into some concession, 
that might preserve my honour without endangering 
his life; but, alas! his violent prejudices rendered 
him inexorable to the voice of reason. It now only 
remains for me to add, that, judging of you by myself, 
in the midst of my anguish I still indulged a hope, 
that the man, whom brave and generous you loved, 
you would hate, if even to love a slave, and that 
against your heart I would gain applause, by redres- 
sing the wrongs of an injured parent." 

44 Oh ! agonizing situation !" cried Elvina, in a low 
murmuring voice, subdued to softness by this impas- 
sioned yet unstudied appeal to her feelings. Then a 
little recollecting herself, and raising her head from 
the shoulder of Elvina— u You have set me an ex- 
ample, Don Ferdinand," she added, in a firmer tone* 
44 which I shall strive to emulate— you have proved 
to me that a sense of duty should supersede every 
other consideration — as thy fatal valour revenged thy 
father, so shall my filial duty avenge my parent !" 

44 Impossible !" again exclaimed Don Julio ; "af- 
ter such a statement, you surely cannot persevere ia 
such a resolution !" 

44 How ! when my honour and my fame are con- 
cerned ! Thou shalt find I am capable of aught I 
deem to be my duty." 

44 Defer not then thy rigorous design," said Don 
Ferdinand, with a kind of gloomy resentment ; "'to. 
thee I freely resign the life you seek. Let not te- 
dious justice, I repeat, retard your glory and my 
punishment. By thy dead father, I conjure thee, re- 
venge thyself his death. I shall esteem myself far 
more fortunate slain by thy hand than living with 
thy hate." 

x. 
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u Away," cried, Elvina, impatiently. " Alas I 
thou knowest 'but too well I cannot hate thee." 

u Oh ! transporting acknowledgment !" exclaim- 
ed Don Ferdinand, in an ecstacy ; '* repeat it, repeat 
it, my Elvina! ^ r 

44 Repeat it !" cried she faintly, and hiding her 
face against the shoulder of Olivia ; " Oh never ! 
nor think to triumph from the weakness of my heart ; 
even by the spirit of him whom your rash hand so 
prematurely hurried to the grave, I swear to fulfil 
the promise I made him." 

" You may doom me to the rack," said he, passi- 
onately, " but you cannot erase from my mind the 
words you Jiave just uttered. Oh, my Elvina !" in 
faltering accents he added, " what tears have not our 
fathers caused us !" 

A deep sigh burst from the struggling bosom of 
his beauteous mistress. u Oh ! had my sire," she 
cried, hurried on in spite of herself by the feelings 
he had awakened, " fallen by any other hand than 
thine, thy presence then to my. afflicted soul would 
have been a certain consolation, my grief would have 
yielded to thy sympathy, my tears would have been 
checked by seeing thine mingle with them. But go," 
she wildly added, " the shades of night befriend your 
lonely way — begone then* for never could I survive 
the suspicions that must be excited should you be dis- 
covered here." 

tt Adieu then," said Don Ferdinand, in accents 
expressive of mingled passion and despair ; " adieu 
then," kissing his. hand to her as he. retreated to- 
wards the door. u # Most beloved, most adored ! I 
go a dying life to lead, till thou hast fixed my doom." 

For some minutes after he had disappeared from 
her sight Elvina remained motionless ; then throwing 
herself on a couch, she gave way, in convulsive sobs 
ao d broken exclamations, to the wild anguish of her 
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heart, to the despair with which the sudden destruc- 
tion of all her flattering hopes and expectations had 
filled her—" Oh cruel fate !" she exclaimed, " Oh 
fatal difference ! one day, one hour to misery be- 
queaths my future years f" 

Olivia besought her to try and compose herself and 
think of taking some repose !" 

" Oh talk not to me of repose !" she passionately 
interrupted, " while such contending passions rend ' 
my breast, while love and duty thus struggle w#h 
equal violence for empire over me — yes, with shame 
I confess Don Ferdinand still combats my father in 
my heart." 

u And why with shame?" demanded Olivia; 
" Oh ! you should as much glory in the passion you 
feel for him as in the one he entertains for you. You 
cannot complain of your fate, since it rests with your- 
self whether it shall be happy or miserable., 'Tis in 
your power to absolve Don Ferdinand^ to pardon the 
noble youth, and reward his merit, and justice de- 
mands you should do so. If, as St. V&lery I wished 
him possessed of your hand, a thousand times more 
do I now that I know him the son of the marquis Al- 
meria ; and should you persevere in refusing him 
your hand, you will, though unwillingly, commit an 
act of the greatest injustice." 

" Of injustice !" repeated Elvina, raising her head 
to look at her ; u surely I misunderstand yon. Can 
it be denominated an act of injustice to avenge the 
death of my father, and^refuse my hand to him who 
slew him ? Tell me what it is you meant by the ex- 
pression." 

" Question me not," replied Olivia, in an agitated 
manner ; " only say you abandon your present inten- 
tions against Don Ferdinand." 

" Never !" returned Elvina with vehemence ; 
44 that I feel I cannot cease to love Ivvcfcw^ \\val \ss| 
heart is distracted in the crue\ cax&\c\\^N^Tw\»N<5- 
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and duty, I acknowledge. Alas ! I could not, if I 
would deny it : but my soul is still the same — still am 
I resolved to maintain my fame, though at the ex- 
pense of all I hold most dear." 

14 You seek then to destroy Don Ferdinand ?" said 
Olivia, emphatically. 

-** Oh ? dreadful idea !" cried Elvica, shuddering} 
"to what a sad alternative am I reduced!" Then 
throwing herself on her knees — " Oh ! strength- 
en,, support me heaven !" she added j ' u in this ardu- 
ous conflict, uphold my sinking resolution, enable me 
to resist the arguments by which it is assailed, the 
still more dangerous pleadings of my own heart! 
Ah, Olivia! torture me not by further solicitations, 
nor by espousing the cause of Don Ferdinand, let me 
imagine you totally forgetful of the kind friend of 
many years.!' 

44 Heaven knows," said Olivia with tears, touched 
to the soul by* this indirect reproach, 44 1 grieve for 
his fate; but still there is a consideration that urges 
me to plead for Don Ferdinand." * 

44 1 will not ask you to explain it," said Elvina, 
as she rose from her kneeling posture, 44 since deter- 
mined on the measures I shall pursue. In your anx- 
itty for my happipess, I see clearly you forget the 
lasting stigma 1 should draw upon myself, were I to 
act otherwise than I intend." 

Pursuant to her resolution, the ensuing morning 
found her preparing for her visit ta court. In vain 
her, heart pleaded for Don Ferdinand — in vain her 
fancy pictured him under the most seducing forms — 
in vain the tender, the affectionate Olivia, anxious for 
her happiness, and interested in the fate,, of the noble 
youifcij, knelt to implore her to relinquish her inten- 
tion. She persevered in it, from a conviction of be- 
ing under a sacred obligation to revenge her father, 
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Her brimful eyes, that ready stood, 
And only wanted will to weep a flood, 
Released their watery store, and poured amain, 
Like clouds low hung, a sober shower of rain, 
Mute, solemn sorrows, free from female noise, 
Such as tile majesty of grief destroys. 

Dryden. 



With a heart torn with anguish, Don Ferdinand 
regained the convent. Elvina's involuntary acknow- 
ledgment, of not being able to banish him her heart, far 
from lessening, rather heightened his misery, since, 
in proportion t*> the strength of her affection for him, 
must her distress be, he was aware, at the idea of ap- 
pearing as a foe against him* 

♦ From all that had passed in their recent interview, 
he could not avoid thinking, an opinion in which Don 
Julio concurred with him, that but for the dread she 
entertained of being accused of giving him secret* en- 
couragement, she never would have persevered in 
her intention of doing so ; and consequently not with- 
out rage could he reflect on the malice of Don Ro- 
dolph, to whom he attributed the information which 
had awakened that dread, and thus rendered still 
more distant than ever, all hope of a happy termina- 
tion to his present sufferings. 

In the midst of his regrets, he was surprised by 
the presence of his father ; apprized of the informa- 

l. % 
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tion received at court, and the steps to ^hich it had 
led, his haughty soul took fire ; and with a party of 
five hundred gallant cavaliers, all well mounted and 
armed, the firm friends and adherents of his illustri- 
ous house, and who had assembled for the purpose 
of aiding him, if necessary, m revenging the insult 
he had met with, he immediately set out for the con- 
vent, in order to rescue his son, should he unfortu- 
nately find him a prisoner, and thus prevent his he- 
reditary enemies, the De Laras, from obtaining any 
triumph over him. 

His joy at finding he had eluded the search made 
after him was unspeakable,' not only as it saved him 
the painful necessity of opposing the commands of 
his sovereign, but as it furnished him with an oppor- 
tunity of pointing out to him how he might immedi- 
ately signalize himself. 

A Moorish fleet had that day been seen shaping 
, its course towards 'Seville ; in consequence of which 
the guards were doubled in every direction. The, 
event justified the fears this measure implied;, to- 
wards dusk it was discovered entering the port, only 
waiting for the covert of the night to storm the city-; 
and all became a scene of immediate confusion there, 
troops pouring in from every quarter, and anxiety 
visible in every countenance. 

For his son to take the lead in repelling the inva- 
ders, was the ardent wish of the marquis; he pro- 
posed his immediately heading the gallant troop at 
their command, and either obtaining a glorious death 
in teaching their ancient enemies to yield, or else such 
a triumph as should appease the anger of the king, 
and perhaps obtain his interference with Elvina. 

At the prospect of signalizing himself, of achiev- 
ing some exploit which should add still greater lus- 
tre to his name, the soul of Ferdinand regained its 
wonted animation; and quickly arming himself, hs* 
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was in a few minutes at the head of the gallant band 
which had accompanied his noble father to the forest. 
Nor did any thing, but the necessity he was under of 
bring in attendance on the king at an early hour the 
ensuing morning, prevent his friend Don Julio from 
adding another to their number. 

Olivia declined attending Elvina to court, fearful 
the scene she anticipated there would be too much for 
her feelings. '*''.., # 

Pale as death, trembling with emotion, her fair 
face, half shaded from view by a mourning veil, and 
every look, every gesture indicative of the feelings 
under which she laboured, die beauteous heiress of 
Osma approached the presence, in which, besides the 
marquis Almeria, shefound several illustrious friends 
of their respective houses assembled, in consequence 
of her intention being notified to the king. 

44 Oh, my liege !" 4neelihg before the throne, she 
cried, 44 from thee, froni whom.it never yet has been . 
supplicated in vain, I ask for justice— avenge the 
death of my father — punish the audacious youth, 
who, in slaying him, insolently raised his hand 
against a life consecrated to your service." 

44 And by that deed avenged his own," said the 
marquis, firmly ; 44 and for just resentment there's no 
punishment." 

44 Arise, my fair," cried the 5 king, "your tears af- 
fect me — I bear an equal part in all your grief. If 
to know I sympathize in your sorrow can afford you 
any consolation, receive that assurance now. My 
lord," addressing himself to the, marquis, "you in 
your turn shall be heard." 

44 Ah, sire !" exclaimed the, afflicted Elvina, as she 
slowly obeyed him, and bursting into a fresh flood of 
tears, 4i I have nought to urge but vengeance — the 
blood of mf father, that blood so often shed in your 
defence, cries aloud for it; let feo\ &\&Yi V&^&&sssa& 
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acts pass with irtipunity, or suffer that the bravest of 
your chiefs should meet their fate by the hand of rash- 
ness. If acts like these go unpunished, the ardour 
for your service soon will cool— you suffer by the 
loss of a brave chief— revenge that loss upon his .foe— 
'tis not to me alone the sacrifice is due, 'tis due to 
yourself and kingdom*" 

She paused, and drawing back a little, sought, by 
drawing her veil still further over her face, to hide 
the distraction of her soul. 

44 Be of good cheer, niy child," said the king, "fofc 
from this moment, behold in me a father and a king.' r 
Then again turning towards the marquis — 44 Now, 
my lord, I attend to you." 

44 Thrice blest is he," cried the aged chief, advan- 
cing nearer to the throne, and laying his hand upon 
his bosom, " whom fate reserves not to the verge of 
life, to feel, to generous minds that crudest of ail des- 
tinies, the loss of strength and power, to vindicate 
his honour and his wrongs. I, who acquired such 
glory in the field— I, to whose standard victory ever 
flew,« behold me now reduced to bear such injuries 
as bums my cheek to think of — what battle, siege, 
nor ambuscade could do, nor all the power of Arra- 
gon and Grenada, nor all your enemies, nor all my 
foes, the duke committed just beneath your eyes- 
piqued at your choice, and v^in of the advantage his 
youth had given over my feeble years. Thus sire, 
these hairs, grown white amidst alarms — this blood, 
so often streaming in your cause — this arm, the ter- 
rour of my country's foes, had all dishonoured sunk 
into the grave, had not heaven blessed me with a 
gallant son, worthy his country, worthy of his king, 
who lent his father's wrongs his generous sword, re- 
deemed our honour and effaced our shame* If to 
resent so daring an affront deserves to.be considered 
as a. crime, on me alone the punishment should fall, 
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Since it was I who instigated him to it. If lady El- 
vina, to satisfy her suit, must have atonement for her 
father's blood, let me the sufferer, me the victim be— • 
I'll die with pleasure since my honour's cleared." 

The king was about replying to this speech, when 
a sudden and violent tumult without the palace pre- 
vented him — surprised, he commanded lady Elvina 
to be conducted to another apartment, while he sent 
to inquire the cause of this disturbance. 

Equally impatient to learn it, the attendant who 
led lady Elvina from the presence, left her the 
moment he -had shown her into another chamber. 
The tumult every moment increased ; but the alarm 
it awakened in her bosom quickly subsided, since 
from the shouts that rent the vaulted skies, she wa& 
soon convinced it was 'not occasioned by any thing of 
an unpleasant nature. Her curiosity was excited ; 
she unclosed a lattice ; but, to her disappointment* 
found it opened into one of the private courts of the 
palace. 

She listened still more attentively, and fancied she 
heard the name of Don Ferdinand pronounced with 
loud acclaims. 

Trembling and confused, she dropped into a chair 
— u Is he then," she internally exclaimed, u the 
cause of this rejoicing ? Oh how, or by what means, 
has he earned this applause ?" 

Her anxiety became intolerable— she looked eager- 
ly towards the door, but for some time no one ap- 
proached. At length it was flung open, and Don 
Julio rushed in all emotion. 

u You have heard the glorious news ? M cried he^ 
in almost breathless accents. 

" No, n returned Elvina, but in a voice scarce 
articulate ; " I have been alone since I quitted the 
presence chamber." 

u But did you surmise nothing from. tks, ^oasa* <j£ 
the multitude i amid their acdTO&a£vvut $A ^^ 
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not distinguish the name of Don Ferdinand ? did you 
not hear him called their guardian angel, their deli- 
verer V* 

44 And how has he entitled himself to these appel- 
lations I" demanded Elvina with irrepressible eager- 
ness. 

44 Oh ! by emulating all the wonders of his ances- 
tors, their greatness, as he had previously done their 
virtues ; his praises echo through the city ; his gal- 
lantry is the theme of every tongue. The Moorish 
fleet, which for some days past has been hovering on 
our coast, has been, through his means, annihilated. 
To their destruction, their disgrace, and his eternal 
fame, our ancient foes appeared before him — three 
hours of combat enabled him to gain a complete vic- 
tory over them.'* 

44 And the king, what says the king on this occa- 
sion ?'' still more anxiously inquired Elvina. 

44 All I can inform you,** evasively replied Don 
Julio, 44 is, that I left the marquis presenting to his 
majesty the chief of the captives made by the valour 
of his son, and supplicating forgiveness for him." 

44 He is safe then V* cried Elvina, falteringly, and 
losing in the idea the ashy paleness that had over- 
spread her cheek. 

44 He lives," replied Don Julio, "but whether that 
is all," purposely affecting ignorance on the subject, 
to see how she would be affected, 4t I cannot pretend 
to say. But you change colour — surely it cannot \>t 
that you are interested in the fate of a person whose 
life you seek i Resume your composure, lady." 

44 Yes, and my resentment too," cried Elvina, reco- 
vering herself, and stung to the soul by this observa- 
tion — u The public joy may stifle my complaints, and 
render unavailing all my efforts to avenge my father, 
b\it without causing me to be unmindful of my duty 
~! no, these acclamations, in which I take no part, by 
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aggravating my anguish, render me but still more 
determined on seeking vengeance on the author of my 
wo." 

u Well, madam, my business here was not to plead 
for him, but to reconduct you to the presence of his 
majesty," said Don Julio, presenting her his hand as 
he spoke. 

Secretly approving the ardour which had hurried 
him on to revenge his father, though out of respect 
to himself, he deemed it requisite to evince some 
resentment for the disregard he had shown to his or- 
ders, the king was not sorry at being furnished with 
a pretext, by the splfendid victory he had achieved, for 
taking Don Ferdinand again into favour. 

Accordingly the marquis, his father, found no 
difficulty in obtaining an audience for him ; and 
yielding to the sentiments he had inspired, no sooner 
had he knelt before him, than extending his hand to 
him, and making him rise*— 

" Heir of a line," he cried, " which generous he- 
roes fill, the help and glory of Castile, where shall 
I find encomiums and rewards sufficiently, great, to* 
testify my sense of your merits ? Your country sav- 
ed from a rude hostile band ; the Moors defeated, 
ere I had well given orders to repel them, are such 
deeds as make a monarch poor, and beggar me in 
hope as well as power." 

" Ah, spare me, sire !" returned the noble youth, 
" the confusion of hearing my feeble services so 
over-rated : I know too well a virtuous subject's part, 
not to know, that to shed my blood freely in my 
country's cause, is but to fulfill a duty too obvious to 
merit applause," 

" Such sentiments are worthy of the heart from 
whence they spring," rejoined his sovereign. u All 
serve me not with thy distinguished zeal, and valour 
must be carried to excess, ere it meet with uxuj'ArAl- 
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leled success. Permit my praises then and let me 
bear at large what as yet I have received but an im- 
perfect account of." 

" Know then, my liege, at that important hour, 
when the town trembled at the thoughts of an inva- 
sion, a band of chosen friends repaired to me, to 
solicit me to head them against our common enemies. 
Pardon, sire, my embarking in the glorious enter- 
prise without authority ; but danger pressed — be- 
sides, I knew I had incurred your displeasure, and, 
if doomed to fall, preferred to perish combatting for 
you." * * 

" Such warmth excuses your offence," interrupt- 
ed the .king ; u the state defended speaks in your be- 
half — henceforward, therefore, I only listen to Elvi- 
na, to dry her tears and mitigate her pain. But to 
proceed.* 

u I marched this chosen band," resumed Don Fer- 
dinand, " against the foe ; but ere we reached the 
shore, our members were encreased three thousand 
more— a part of these I hid on board tne ships, the 
rest on their arms lay at my side : I then Withdrew 
the guards from their stations, feigning those orders 
I received from you. At length the glimmering stars 
revealed to us the Moorish fleet of five-and-thirty 
sail making for the beach, the heaving tides no^ 
favouring their* design. Secure w r e were surprised, 
and in idea already sacking the town. We favoured 
the deceit, until the last of all their host had passed 
the ambuscade, then like a torrent rushed upon their 
rear, while in their front appeared our steady troops. 
Attacked on every side, encompassed by their foes, 
the sands ran crimsoned with their gore : returning 
light rendered them fully sensible of their defeat ; 
confused they ran, striving their ships to gain, their 
princes in vain endeavouring to rally them, and who 
soon perceiving all hope of escape over^ sullenly de- 
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manded the adverse chief, and into my hand resign- 
ed their swords, which with humility I place in 
thine." 

44 And in return," cried the king, with a smiling 
aspect, 44 I stand your friend with Elvina." 

Don Ferdinand started at her name. The king, 
perceiving his emotion, repeated the assurance he 
had just given — u But in order to expedite, or rather 
render successful my efforts to serve you," he con- 
tinued, " it is necessary to obtain some proof of 
the regard she entertains for you." 

Accordingly, on learning she approached, lie de* 
sired him to retire into another apartment ; then ad- 
dressing her as she drew near — " Well, my fair," he 
cried, 4< be satisfied — dry up your tears— let the fate 
of Don Ferdinand expiate his offence— -he has con- 
quered our enemies, but „ 'tis at the expense of his life. 
In the very lap of victory, he dies of the wounds re- 
ceived in the combat — but you tremble," 

4i Tremble" inwardly, repeated the heart-stricken 
Elvina, u Oh God !" in agony she exclaimed, her 
eyes closed, and like a blighted flower she sunk 
against the shoidder of Don Julio. 

Some time elapsed ere she* showed any symptoms 
of returning animation. On recovering, overwhelm- 
ed with grief and confusion, she would instantly have 
withdrawn, but was prevented by the king. 

His feelings would not permit him to continue the 
deception longer — besides, it had already answered 
the end for which.it was intended ; gradually, there- 
fore, he retracted what he had said, assuring; her Fer- 
dinand was neither in danger, nor forgetful of the 
vows he had plighted to her. 

To describe what Elvina felt on this occasion 
would be impossible ; shame, anger, and resentment, 
alike pervaded her bosom — the anguish imparted by 
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the imposition was, if possible, surpassed by the in- 
dignation its acknowledgment excited. 

Shocked at the idea of being supposed capable of 
retaining an attachment for him by whose hand her 
noble father had fallen, of being convicted of weak- 
ness the most degrading, at the very moment she was 
aspiring to a character of exalted firmness, and thus 
of being exposed to ridicule, contempt, and scorn, 
she indirectly attempted to deny her recent emotion 
being owing to the cause to which it was imputed. 

44 What !" she demanded, with a cheek flushed by 
agitation, " do we not swoon with joy as well as 
grief ?— have not each their tears ? — does not excess 
of pleasure as well as excess of pain, overwhelm the 
soul, and rob us- of our senses ?" . 

The king shook his head incredulously, u Ah, my 
fair ! shall we impossibilities believe ?" he said. 

44 I find then," cried Elvina, with tears streaming 
from her, 44 my afflictions ne'er must cease. In 
what way have I proved myself inconsistent and 
wavering, that I should now be accused of this de- 
grading weakness ?" 

44 My child," interrupted the king, 44 resentment 
here too far prevails ; let justice hold the scales be- 
fore the sword — your father was the aggressor, gave 
the offence ; equity then pleads in defence of Don 
Ferdinand. Consult your heart, and if candid and 
sincere, you'll x>wn, I am sure, he reigns triumphant 
there, and secretly applaud the tenderness, that saves 
the state their chief, and you your love." 

Elvina possessed too much of the hereditary spi- 
rit of her anceflttjrs^ calmly to listen to an insinua- 
tion calculated, in her opinion, to throw a lasting ob- 
loquy on her. Her frame trembled with increasing 
agitation, and the indignation it excited sparkled h^ 
her eyes. J^T 

"For me the destroyer of my father spare !" she . 
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exclaimed, " the author of my woes ! Ah, my sire! 
is it then thought sufficient to hear my sorrow, but 
not afford it any relief— to listen to my suit, but not 
redress me ? But, since refused the justice I demand, 
I must appeal to arms against my foe. My fame, 
my promise to my dying father, demand my doing 
so — it was by the sword Don Ferdinand accomplish- 
ed his revenge, by the same weapon mine shall be 
obtained. From all the courtiers 111 demand his 
life, and recompense it with my heart and hand." 

Confounded by an obduracy so little expected, the 
king for some minutes could only gaze on her in si- 
lence ; then — " in this business, lady," he cried, u I must 
interfere — these laws of honour, so long practised in 
Spain, drain it of its choicest blood, and often by de- 
plorable success favour the guilty ; for Don Ferdi- 
nand, therefore, I dispense with them, since I must- 
plainly tell you the flying Moors atoned for his of- 
fence." # 

u What, sire !" exclaimed the agitated marquis, 
stepping forward, " reverse the sacred laws of honour 
for Ferdinand's sake ! No, no, it must not be ; what 
would the nation say, if, pusillanimous, he should sub- 
mit to such a measure? refuse his timid hand to ho- 
nour's call, and plead, to screen his life, his king's 
command !" 

" Well, my Lord, since you demand the combat 
for your son, I acquiesce : but on this condition, 
that he fights but one ; for no sooner should one an- 
tagonist bleed, than another would supply his place, 
the prize the lady Elvina holds to view being but 
too well calculated of every courtier to make a foe. 
Then, lady," addressing himself to her, " choose 
your champion ; but after this, expect no further in- > 
diligence ; and remember, that in the victor you be- 
hold vour husband." 

*J Open the lists— that champion thetv a«v IA" *s*^ 
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claimed Don Rodolph, who, being in attendance on 
the king, was also present ; u the boasted valour, the 
arm of Don Ferdinand, I defy, if (with a low obei- 
sance to) lady Elvina permits that honour to my 
sword." . 

44 What say you, lady ?" demanded the king ; " do 
you entrust your quarrel to his hand ?" 

Elyina falteringly answered in the affirmative- 

44 To-morrow then let the combat take place." 

44 My liege, eagerly cried the marquis Almeria, 
" on my son's account, lei it not be delayed a min- 
ute-— the ready hand obeys the willing heart." 

44 No," returned the king ; " to permit it now, 
after the fatigue he has gone through, would be to 
give his antagonist an unfair advantage over him. 
Nature demands some hours of rest ; and since the 
bloody business I can't prevent, I at least insist on 
its not taking place till the time I have appointed. 
Do yttf ," turning to Don Julio, and another Lord in 
waiting, <( be present at the combat ; and when de- 
cided, let the conquerer be conducted fo me, that 
from my hand he may receive lady Elvina, whose 
presence I desire at an early hour on the morrow at 
court, as a recompense for all his pain." 

44 Oh, sire !" now burst in agony from the quiver- 
ing lips of Elvina, at the idea of the fate that per- 
haps awaited her. 

44 Nay, murmur not," rejoined the king, 44 the con- 
ditions are of your own making— if Ferdinand con- 
quers, you'll have no cause of complaint ; but whe- 
ther he does or not, in the victor you assuredly meet 
your husband.'' 

Elvina hid her face in her veil, and prepared to 
depart. With the exulting air of gratified vanity, a 
cheek flushed with the triumph he had already ob- 
tained over Don Ferdinand, in being allowed the 
honour of becoming her chamoion, Don Rodolph 
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tempted to lead her to her carriage, but invo- 
intarily shrinking from him, she gave her hand 
> Don Julio, whom the king had commanded to 
>nduct her to it, and who obeyed in silence, ind- 
ignant at her cbnduct towards his beloved friend. 
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Some solitary cloister will I choose, 

And there with holy virgins live immured. 

D*YDEN.- 

Had Don Julio, however, been able to look into 
her heart, he would rather haye pitied than con- 
demned her, so great was the anguish she endured at 
the thoughts of the danger to which she had expos- 
ed Don Eferdinand. Every moment decked him with 
new charms in her«yes — the glory he had just ac- 
quired rendered him, still more interesting to her, and 
the more she revolved the provocation he had receiv- 
ed ficom the duke, the more justifiable appeared his 
conduct, 

44 Would it not have been sufficient,*' she involun- 
tarily exclaimed, u to have interdicted our union, 
not have compelled me to promise to pursue him un- 
relentingly ? yet having that promise, I am bound 
to keep it, in order to avoid incurring the imputation 
of being still attached to him. Oh, my father ! what 
misery has your fatal quarrel entailed upon me !" 

The anxious Olivia listened with regret to the 
recital she gave her — she deemed Don Ferdinand 
deserving of ibrgiveness, and could not helfJ gready 
condemning her for not having availed herself of the 
.pretext with which the king had furnished her for par- 
doning him — " Beware," she cried, unused to dis- 
guise her sentiments, " lest Htaven, offended with 
such inflexibility, should take the side you least wfeh, 
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and permit your champion to conquer. Must you 
have loss on loss, and death on death ?— will Fer- 
dinand's blood restore your father's life." 

44 Cease, cease, Olivia," returned the weeping 
Elvina, " to augment my misery — instead of thus 
aggravating, rather try to sooth it by your sympathy, 
for alas ! I have nothing to hope, but all to fear — no 
ray of comfort, no glimpse of hope my anguish to 
allay. I behold either •my father unrevenged, or 
lover slain. Can any destiny be more severe, forced 
to espouse jhe object of my anger or my hate ?" 

44 Why then incur such a one, by disregarding the 
wishes of the king, and all that has been urged in de- 
fence of Don Ferdinand ?" 

44 What would the world say, should I not avenge 
my father ?" 

44 Nothing," replied Olivia, 44 did it know what I 
do." 

44 What you do!" repeated Elvina, with quick- 
ness, and looking earnestly at her ; u why know you 
aught that can release me from so sacred an ob- 
ligation i" 

44 Question me not," cried Olivia, with a look of 
embarrassment ; 44 my tears and prayers have hither- 
to been unsuccessful ; and all I could further urge on 
the subject would, I make no doubt, be equally so. 
Heaven grant the issue of to-morrow's combat may 
be as you wish ! if not, I tremble to think of the 
misery you must suffer, at being compelled to insult 
the manes of the noble Ferdinand, by giving your 
hand to him who slew " 

44 My hand to him !" exclaimed Elvina, with 
a look of horror ; 44 oh, never, never ! No," sud- 
denly starting^ from her seat, and throwing herself 
on her knees, 44 1 swear no person on earth shall 
ever force me to become the bride of Don Ro- 
$olph." 
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Ere the words had well /escaped her lips, 2elim, her 
Moorish page, who, from an adjoining apartment, 
had overheard the whole of what had passed, rushed 
forward, and throwing himself on his knees beside 
her, seized her clasped hands in his, and holding 
them up to heaven—" Repeat the oath," he cried, with 
tips trembling with .emotion, and eyes wildly rolling 
in his head, " again swear not to let any circumstance 
induce you to become the wife of Don ftodolph." 

Elvina, forcing her hands from him, rose from the 
floor in silent astonishment. He followed her, and 
clinging to her robe~ 44 Ah, you hesitate !" he ex- 
claimed ; your resolution falters !" 

". No," returned his beauteous mistress; u but 
why should you he interested in my not becoming 
Don Rodolph's ?" 

" Jftecause^— because," replied Zelim, after a mo- 
mentary hesitation, " I know you do not love him, 
and therefore I should be sorry you were either over- 
persuaded, or forced to marry him." 

44 And is that the only reason ?" asked Eivina. 

44 What other should I have ?" he replied ; " must 
not this heart be lost to every sense of gratitude, if 
not deeply interested in your fate ; for how great are 
the obligations I owe you ! Poor and destitute, when 
the canopy of heaven was my only covering, and the 
bare earth my resting place, without a friend to speak 
in my behalf, nor say I merited your pity, did you 
not take me under your protection i" 

44 Well, my kind Zelim, believe me, I shall not," 
giving him her hand as she spoke, " forget this proof 
of your concern for my happiness ; sorrow can never 
so entirely absorb me, as to cause me to overlook any 
instance of attachment : but retire, and endeavour to 
compose yourself, for your countenance is wild and 
haggard." 

Zelim, respectfully kissing her hand, obeyed^ U&* 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 141 

• 
ving her deeply impressed with the regard he had 
manifested for her. Some iribnths had now elapsed 
since she had received him beneath her roof. As 
she was sitting one evening at a lattice, she heard the 
voice of distress beneath it, a voice to which her 
heart had never been inattentive, and looking out, be- 
held a boy weeping bitterly ; she inquired the causa 
of his affliction, and was informed he was a young 
Moor from Grenada, where he had been brought up 
as an orphan, till of an age to comprehend his mis- 
fortunes ; when informed that during his infancy his 
parents were taken in a voyage they had occasion to 
make by the Spaniards, and brought captive to Se- 
ville, he directly formed the resolution of repairing to 
that city, for the purpose of endeavouring to ascertain 
their fate, and, if still living, sharing their captivity ; 
but oh his arriving there, had the grief to find they 
had some years before paid the debt of nature. Ac- 
cordingly, he was on his way back to his native king* 
dom, when overpowered by the hardships he had 
gone through, his journey having been undertaken 
without any means of rendering it easy, he had been 
compelled to pause beneath the castle walls, where, 
spite of his efforts to prevent them, his tears burst 
forth at the thoughts of his forlorn situation* 

Elvina scarcely waited to hear the conclusion of 
this pity-moving tale, ere she offered him her pro- 
tection, an offer which he gladly accepted ; and find- 
ing he excelled in many accomplishments, particular- 
ly that of music, appointed him one of her pages, and 
daily became more pleased with him. 

But nothing could long detach her thoughts from 
her present sorrows : the idea of the approaching 
combat harfowed up her soul. Involuntarily she ad- 
dressed Heaven in behalf of her Ferdinand—" But, 
oh, spirit of my father !" she cried, " be not offended 
at this supplication— I wish him not to conquer % but 
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/ 
to live— no, 'tis my hope that neither conquer— theB 
from both I am free." " 

But whether this should be the case or not, she re- 
solved on refusing her hand alike to both, resolved on 
retiring to a convent, and there- passing the remain- 
der of her days — a blighting frost had fallen qp all 
her hopes, and the world could offer nothing to her 
view, to make amends for the happiness she had lost. 

At length, overpowered by anxiety and fatigue^ 
she threw herself on a couch in a remote apartment. 
The evening was by this time advanced; the gilded 
lattices of the room, commanding the rich woods that 
intervened between the river and the building, were 
all thrown open to admit the air, perfumed with the 
delicious fragrance of the orange and the lemon, that 
glowing through the green* their lighter blended, and 
gave full to her view the pavilion where she had first 
seen Don Ferdinand, now burnished with the rays of 
the setting sun. 

She could not behold it without emotion ; lost in 
the painfully pleasing recollections it revived, she be- 
came abstracted from surrounding objects, until rou- 
sed from her reverie by some one gently taking the 
hand which lay carelessly on her lap, while the other 
supported her head as she leaned against the arm of 
the couch— when starting from her reclining attitude, 
she beheld, to her unutterable surprise and agitation, 
Don Ferdinand kneeling beside her, and Olivia re- 
treating from the room. ' 

" What ! Don Ferdinand again in my palace !" 
she exclaimed. Then attempting to pass him, she 
called aloud to Olivia, in accents which intimated her 
deeply resenting her having introduced him to her. 

" Nay, chide her not for having yielded to the dic- 
tates of compassion," cried the agitated Ferdinand, 
starting from the ground, and thro v. ing himself be- 
tween her and the door ; u I knelt to implore her to 
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obtain me another opportunity of seeing you-— but 
think not, Madam, I wished it for the purpose of 
pleading my unhappy passion, or deprecating your 
resentment — no, it was merely to take a parting view 
of all I loved : I solicited it, to bid a last adieu, to 
entreat your forgiveness for all the pain IVe caused 
you, and lay my life in humble homage at your feet." 

" Die !" almost unconsciously repeated the tremb- 
ling Elvina, losing, in the sensation these words, ex- 
cited, all power to fly him ; " is it then decreed that 
in this combat Ferdinand should fall ?" 

44 Yes, it is only thus I can appease your resent- 
ment, and satisfying that, I shall die without a groan." 

44 You bespeak, then, your adversary's victory," 
said Elvina, reproachfully ; 4l is he so^ mighty ^ihen, 
that your past exploits afford no hope of b.eing *able 
to contend with him ? Methinks the conqueror of our 
foes should fear no arm !" 

44 'Tis not to combat but to death I rim," repMed 
Ferdinand ; I shall not strive to avoid what ydtifkt- 
flict — I dread neither the failure of my courage or 
my arm, but against your wishes I cannot exert ei- 
ther. Sick of life, since deprived of the hope of call- 
ing you mine, I had voluntarily courted death in the 
affair of last night, but that my king and country de- 
' manded my sword, and such interests my soul could 
* not betray ; but to-morrow the case will be widely 
different— -I shall then be engaged solely on my own 
account, and aware of your having demanded my life; 
shall not defend what you require, nor against him to 
whose hands you have committed your cause, uplift my 
arm. No, to him, on your account, I owe such de- 
ference, that against his weapon I will not guard 
my breast, but adore, in his, your hand bv which I 
fall. 5 ' 

44 Oh, Heavens !" exclaimed Elvina, with wildne§s, 
41 is every moment to augment my sufferings ? Oh 4 
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why, why have I been doomed to act a part so con- 
trary to my nature, Ferdinand !" she continued, un- 
consciously resting her hanoHipon his arm. " Though 
for your life you may make no resistance, yet think, 
ah, think, for glory's sake, what will the world say, 
ignorant as it is of the motives that render you care- 
less of your safety, should it hear of your being van- 
quished r 

44 Our enemies' overthrow," replied Ferdinand, 
44 has sufficiendy proved my valour ; after such vic- 
tories, I fear no imputation on my sword— I have 
shown the world what I the dearest prize, that there 
is no sacrifice I would not make to honour. In this 
combat, therefore, when I fall, instead of my courage 
being questioned, it will only be said that he adored 
Elvina, and would not live to cause her pain, submit- 
ted to the rigor of his fate, nor would refuse the life 
which she demanded, preferred to die, since in her 
breast he eould not r< igh, and to her will resigned 
himself. So shall my glory be brightened by my 
death — so shall I prove, by yielding to this blow what 
to you I owe and love ! But I will no longer intrude 
upon you, M he continued ; M I have seen you again ; 
I have been permitted at your feet to acknowledge 
my resignation to your will, and I am satisfied. Adieu 
then, oh! most lovely and beloved, thou whose idea 
hast never for an instant been absent from me since I 
saw thee. Ere this hour, to-morrow, Ferdinand shall 
have atoned for his offence, and thy resentment be 
superseded by generous pity ; yes, I know thy gene- 
rous nature too well, not to feel assured my death 
will subdue thy enmity ; with my last sigh, will pray- 
ers for thy felicity mingle ! Happy mayst thou be," 
in a voice of impassioned devotion, he cried, and 
gently raising to his lips, and for a moment pressing 
them to it, the fair hand which she had unconsciously 
rested on his arm, " happy as, had it been the will of 
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heaven to have blessed me with thee, it would have 
been my fond study to have rendered thee ! Oh, EI- 
vina ! in that world where the secrets of all hearts are ;*<• 
known, you will be fully sensible I merited not your •* 
resentment— but I came not hither to plead, but to ' 
bid farewell." Then letting drop her hand, he was 
rushing from the room, when Elvina calling upon him 
to stop, arrested his steps, 

" What would Elvina, what would the arbitress of 
my fate say ?" he cried, again approaching hen 

" Nothing," returned Elvina, recovering herself, 
and with an averted, countenance waving him from 
her, But he was not to be so repulsed — he saw the 
struggles of her soul, and involuntarily cast himself 
at her feet. 

" And does our unhappy attachment claim not one 
sigh?" he demanded, in emphatic accents. 

Elvina strove to exert herself, but in vain ; all her 
resolution forsook her, as her eyes again encountered 
his, for never, never had he appeared so interestingly 
lovely. A ray of the setting sun shone full upon his 
face, his dark locks floated carelessly on his neck, his 
soul was pictured in his countenance, and overcome 
by the feelings he had excited, she sunk half fainting 
against his shoulder, as he hastily arose to support 
her sinking frame. 

" Oh, Ferdinand !" in faltering accents she at last 
exclaimed, a voiCe'true to the emotions of her soul, 
" since neither life nor honour can persuade you to 
resist Don Rodolph, if Elvina is indeed dear to 
you, defend yourself, or I am the sacrifice-— guard 
your life, if but to free me from that hard condition, 
which gives me to your hated conqueror. If any 
sparks of passion yet remain, leave that field victor 
where Elvina's the prize — conquer, if it be only for 
my sake.'' 

u Conquer !" repeated the enraptured Ferdinand ; 
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" oh ! what a motive hast thou given me to do so J 
Yes, it shall now be seen what I'll achieve to gain 
Elvina." . 

Covered with confusion, Elvina withdrew from his 
supporting arms, and peremptorily insisted on his 
leaving her, fearful if she tarried longer, she might 
be betrayed into some further proof of tenderness* 

He at length reluctantly obeyed .her leaving her a 
prey to the most acute anguish. The false hope which 
she had given him filled her with remorse and regret, 
since decided against giving him her hand : " but 
what I refuse to thee, another shall never possess !" 
she passionately exclaimed. " No, Ferdinand, since 
obliged to give thee up, I relinquish the world— al- 
ready my tortured soul longs for the gloom and soli- 
tude of a convent, for the living death of the clois- 
tered votaries, in which, if there is nothing to warm 
with rapture, there is nothing to chill with anguish.". 

The night was passed in prayer. The morning 
found her at an early hour preparing for her depar- 
ture to Seville. The sun shone forth with splendour 
—through the rich and waving woods, the river was 
seen sparkling in its beams — the flowers, refreshed 
by the dews of night, exhaled the choicest odours — 
the birds, with joyful carols, hailed the new-born day 
—all was gay and lovely, calculated to charm and de- 
light. 

But Nature in vain presents her beauties to the 
heart steeped in anguish— no ray can enliven ihe soul 
involved in the gloom of sorrow. The afflicted El- 
vina was insensible of the brightness of the sun, the 
music of the woods, beheld nothing in the kindling 
azure and the mountain's brow, illumined with fluid 
gold, but the dull dawn of the day that was to decide 
her fate. Oppressed even beyond the power of shed- 
ding tears, she entered her carriage, and on alighting 
at the palace, was ushered into a remote apartment, 
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Where, for a considerable time, she was left to herself. 
What she suffered during this interval of suspense, 
may easier be conceived than described— a thousand 
times, under the agony it inflicted, she was on the 
point of rushing from the apartment to seek for infor- 
mation, but as often was deterred by shame and deli- 
cacy. 

At length steps approached it — her heart throbbed 
as it would burst her bosom. In a few moments the 
door was flung open, and Don Julio rushed in, fol- 
lowed by the hated Rodolph with a blood-stained 
sword. 

At this sight, Elvina for some minutes lost in in- 
sensibility all consciousness of misery. On recover- 
ing, she clasped her hands in agony, and casting her' 
eyes despairingly round the room, beheld Don Ro- 
dolph standing beside her. Instantly shrinking back 
with a look of horror, she motioned him from her. 

u First, Madam," he cried, interpreting her look, 
44 permit me to lay this weapon at your feet.*' 

Elvina uttered a faint shriek — " What, covered 
with the blood of Ferdinand !" she exclaimed ; "per- 
fidious wretch ! you have slain the being I adored ! 
Oh, Ferdinand ! ill-fated and beloved, my father 
avenged, my duty proved, I may now, without any 
imputation on my fame, avow my passion for thee." 

44 Good Heaven !" demanded the haughty Rodolph, 
impatiently, u what mean these exclamations ? n 

44 Hence, away !" continued she, 4t you have acted 
an assassin's part— you must have taken him by sur- 
prise, or" he never could have fallen by such a hand 
as thine. Oh ! why did I permit thee, to become my 
champion ! Oh ! Why by not openly avowing the dis- 
dain thy officious offer excited, prevent thee robbing 
me of the life I held most dear !* 

44 What strange infatuation this !'* resentfully as 
well as passionately interrupted Don Rodolph; "yet 
hear me speak." 



.148 HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

" What, to boast of your exploit ! your triumph 
over Don Ferdinand ! Oh, never, never !" 

44 Don Julio shall attend to you," addressing him- 
self to him. 

44 Excuse me," returned Don Julio ; 44 1 have no- 
thing to say, but that by the command of his Majes- 
ty, I must conduct her to his presence." 

44 Oh, Heavens ! and does he persevere in his cru- 
el determination ? But no matter — after the trial I 
have just sustained, what other can I dread ?" Then 
giving him her harid, with a look of settled despair, 
she permitted him to lead her to the presence-cham- 
ber. 

At the foot of the throne she knelt, and raising her 
eyes to the king — 4 * Oh ! my liege," she cried, 44 you 
p see before you the veriest wretch on earth; yet, mi- 
ll serable as I am, 'tis in your power to aggravate my 
jj wretchedness, by continuing inexorable to my solici- 
tations. Dissimulation is no longer necessary ; I 
may. now freely speak the language of my heart. Ne- 
ver did the attachment Don Ferdinand inspired know 
abatement, though the duty I owed my father com- 
pelled me to appear his foe ; but, since his death has 
expiated his offence, I can no longer hide it : think 
then what I must suffer, if with a heart occupied by 
his image, overwhelmed with anguish for his loss, I 
ehould be urged to give my hand to another ; and, in 
pity, revoke the cruel law which destines me to the 
arms of his rival : permit that in the gloom of a 
cloister I bury the sorrows of my heart, and quit a 
world which has no longer any charms for me*" 

44 And has Don Rodolph informed you he ove|$ 
came Don Ferdinand i" demanded the King, with 
something of sternness in his manner. 

44 Oh, sire ! how unnecessary ! — that blood-stained 
sword," shuddering as her eyes again involuntarily 
glanced at it, , 44 sufficiently informed me." 
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" Sire, allow me to speak," said Don Rodolph, 
stepping forward; <c it was the impatience of the La- 
dy Elvina, and not any false assertion of mine, that 
led her into error; she would not suffer me to explain 
that it was at the desire of Don Ferdinand I appear- 
ed before her, to lay at her feet the sword, which, on 
disarming me, he had the generosity to return, say- 
ing, he would rather the victory should remain doubt- 
ful, than further shed the blood that was ventured for 
Elvina; but that as his duty called him to the pre- 
sence of his sovereign, he requested I might lay it in- 
humble homage at her feet. Deceived by my ap- 
pearance, transports of anger, and despairing love, so 
inflamed her against me, that in vain I entreated to 
be heard." 

." He lives then!" now faintly articulated the asto- 
nished Elvina. The sudden transition from despair 
to joy was too much for her exhausted spirits to sup- 
port, and again she sunk beneath her feelings* 

Her insensibility was of short duration ; on reco- 
vering — u Nothing now remains," said *he King, "but 
that I perfect your happiness and Don Ferdinand's, 
by giving you to one another.--Blush not, my child," 
he added, " at the discovery of your virtuous flame ; 
there is no cause to keep it secret now; in every 
light, youVe proved yourself superior — established 
your fame, by your filial piety— and hushed contend- 
ing passion to peace, by the reconcilement of your 
love and duty. Nought, therefore, as I have just ob- 
served, rertiains, but that from the hand of your sove- 
reign, you receive that faithful lover, who, both by 
hjs submission to your will, and the splendour of his 
achievements, has proved himself so worthy of your 
regard : let him approach, and from me receive the 
beauteous prize allotted to him." 

As he spoke, the folding doors of an inner apart- 
ment were thrown open, and Don Ferdinand came 
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forward, magnificently attired, his youthful cheek 
flushed with reviving hope, his dark eyes sparkling 
with anticipated happiness. 

" Happy am I," said the King, "whenever an op- 
portunity offers for rewarding transcendent merit. 
Don Ferdinand," taking the hand of his lovely mis- 
tress, and presenting it to him, " in giving you this, 
I give you the only reward I could have found ade- 
quate to your merit." 

" Oh, sire ! how infinitely does the reward exceed 
that merit !" cried the enraptured youth; "but it 
shall be my study to prove myself deserving of it : 
and now permit that I pay my respects where my 
heart is already tied in homage." Then throwing 
himself at the feet of his agitated mistress—" I came 
not here," he cried, in the most deprecating accents, 
" to plead my own deserts, but again to offer you my 
life, without attempting to bring into question the 
right of conquest, or the order of the King ; if all 
thai has been already done is not deemed ^sufficient to 
satftfy you— -^say," he continued, with trembling 
apprehension, on observing in her countenance an ex- 
pression inimical to his wishes, u if still unappeased, 
what you require? With a thousand rivals must 1 
contend, or to the poles extend my victories ; must 
armies perish by my single arm ; must I exceed 
the fictions of romance, I'll undertake it all to merit 
you. Yet not in this way exercise your power — if 
©n my death resolved, let your own hand inflict the 
blow ; to your will I resign myself ; but when for my 
offence I have paid the debt — whes* in the tomb this 
throbbing heart is laid, do not forget your glory or 
my fate ; but say, when you commisserate it; — u Oft 
did he prove his passion and his value, and had not 
perished if he had not loved/' 

Trembling with emotion, subdued to forgiveness, 
>et withheld from extending it, by her sense of rigid 
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duty, Elvina for a minute remained silent ; then men- 
tioning him to rise— u After what has past, to deny 
the interest I take in your fate, would I know he ri- 
diculous/' she cried : u but that interest cannot induce 
me to act contrary* to my sense of propriety. I ac* 
knowledge you entitled to the esteem and admiration 
of your country ; but this acknowledgment is all yoi| 
can hope to obtain from me ; filial piety will not al- 
low that I unite my destiny with thine, and in my fa* 
ther's ashes soil my hand." 

" That piety has already been sufficiently proved,^ 
interposed the King, " to prevent any imputation faU 
ling on you, for accepting the addresses of Don Fer- 
dinand ; virtue must wear the features of humanity, 
to obtain regard : remember the conditions on which 
I submitted to the recent combat ; I now insist on 
their fulfilment— insist, because I know no other way 
in which I can reward the heroic valour of Don Fer- 
dinand, or manifest the anxiety I feel for the happi- 
ness of the fair Elvina ; his, lady, you are by right 
of conquest; from this moment, therefore, consider 
him as your destined lord : this . much, out of re- 
spect to your delicacy, I agree to, that though in the 
field he won you, his bliss shall be delayed, till the pe- 
riod of mourning for your deceased father be expir* 
ed ; meantime shall he immortalize his name, by con- 
tinuing the career he has commenced, and by his glo- 
ry justify your passion." • 

44 Oh, sire !" exclaimed the enraptured youth, 
44 blest in the idea of calling Elvina mine, and inv 
pelled by your command, what mortal power shall be 
able to withstand this arm ?— But, ah ! may I indeed 
flatter myself," again throwing himself at her feet* 
44 that the beauteous Elvina will at last be induced to 
listen to my suit ?" 

44 Rise, Don Ferdinand," she cried ; u that posture 
ill becomes you, to one commanded to consider you 
as her future lord." 
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Led from these words to believe she acquiesced in 
the wishes of the King, the transports of Ferdinand 
were unutterable, and participated in by all present ; 
all united in congratulating the interesting pair, on the 
supposed happy termination of their sufferings : but 
the sighing heart of Elvina disclaimed these congra- 
tulations—trembling from conflicting feelings— con- 
fused at beholding every eye fastened on her, she de- 
sired permission to retire, and was conducted to her 
carriage by the exulting Ferdinand : eagerly he en- 
treated to be allowed to hasten after her to her pa- 
lace, for the purpose of giving vent, at her feet, to the 
fullness of his heart, and receiving from her lips a 
confirmation of his present happiness; but she pe- 
remptorily refused seeing him for a few days, con- 
vinced she should not sooner be able to recover her- 
self sufficiently to come to the decisive explanation 
she intended with him. 

So ambiguous was the expression of her counte- 
nance, owing to the contradictory feelings of her 
mind, her happiness at the safety of Ferdinand, yet 
grief at their eternal separation, that Olivia, who 
anxiously watched her return, was unable to conjec- 
ture the issue of the combat. But from her painful 
suspense concerning it, she was soon relieved by El- 
vina ; as briefly as agitation would permit, she infor- 
med her of all that had happened ; but the pleasure 
imparted by the recitar to the affectionate heart of 
Olivia, was quickly damped by the avowal of her de- 
termination not to become the bride of Don Ferdi- 
nand. " No," she cried, u nature and filial piety 
forbid our union ; the obstacles to it are not to be 
overcome ; neither the love or esteem I bear him, 
nor the consideration of his hand being raised against 
my father but in defence of his own, can prevent me 
from recoiling with horror, at the idea of becoming 
his, imbrued as his sword is with the blood of him 
trho gave me being !" 
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lc Oh, no, no !" passionately exclaimed Olivia, " he 
is guiltless of that blood :" then recollecting herself, 
owing to the look of astonishment which Elvina gave 
her at these words — " Imaginary obstacles," in a 
calmer tone, she added, " only exist to your union ; 
sacrifice not to them your happiness." 

** Ah ! my dear Olivia, I almost wish I could view 
the offence of Ferdinand in the light which you do— 
but it will not be ; methinks the pale and bleeding 
shade of my father continually stands before me, 
to remind me of the deed ; persecute me not there- 
fore with arguments, which must prove unavailing." 

Thus entreated, the zealous advocate of Don Fer- 
dinand ceased for the present to importune her fur- 
ther on the subject ; and at the approach of night, 
k Elvina repaired, by herself to the convent, to pour 
forth her soul in prayer and thanksgiving, for the 
happy issue of the dreaded combat. 

Aft was silent and solitary, and the solemnity of 
the scene was well calculated to heighten her present 
feelings. Vespers were long over — the church was 
entirely deserted — and of the numerous lights that at 
the hour of evening prayer had shed a second day 
throughout the sacred edifice, but a few scattered 
ones, upon different altars, now remained, and which 
but partially dissipating its gloom, left imagination at 
large to magnify its grandeur and awful magnificence. 

Elvina was about prostrating herself before an al- 
tar, when the sight of aiemale, starting from the at- 
titude she was on the point of assuming, prevented 
her ; her surprise was heightened to something like 
superstitious terror, when, after gazing at her for a 
moment, through the folds of a mourning veil that 
covered her person, the stranger, extending a fair but 
emaciated hand, motioned to her to retire. 

She wished to fly, but had not power ; a sensation 
she had never before experienced rivetted her feet to 
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the pavement ; she was soon, however, restored te 
the use of her suspended faculties. A distant door 
was heard to open, and starting at the sound-" 
14 Fly !" cried the stranger, in the wild accents of ap- 
prehension, "fly, if you do not wish tq Occasion mur- 
der ; another hour shall explain all that now appears 
mysterious.** r* 

Elvina did not need the repetition of this entreaty J 
she hastily regained the crateny ; but, instead of in* 
stantly passing through it, involuntarily paused on 
reaching it, and, looking down into the church, thro' 
one of the arches, beheld, by the pale gleaming of his 
armour, in the faint ray that illumined the place, a 
knight, completely armed, advancing towards the 
spot she had just quitted ; she would have continued 
to watch him, but that, on approaching the oratory, 
she fancied he paused, and looked upwards with a 
threatening air. This was sufficient to make her re- 
treat ; she found Olivia in the apartment in which 
she had left her, and briefly acquainted her with the 
cause of her quick return. 

Olivia agreed with her in thinking it a most extra- 
ordinary affair, nor could avoid wishing its develop 
flient. After some time past in discoursing of it, 
mindful of the extreme fatigue which lady Elvina 
had gone through, she proposed her retiring to rest, 
a proposal which the exhausted frame of Elvina pre- 
vented her opposing; accordingly they repaired to 
her chamber, and at the door were separating, when 
a shriek from the apartment of Zelim, at the extremi- 
ty of the gallery communicating with it, occasioned 
their hastening thither, and bursting open the door, 
they beheld a man escaping by*the window, and a fe- 
male, whom, at the first glance, Elvina perceived t« 
be the same she had seen in the chapel, extended on 
die floor, in a state of insensibility. They raised her 
between them, and her veil being removed, beheld a 
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youthful countenance of extreme beauty. Placing 
Tier on a couch> they exerted themselves to recover 
her; and while ^administering to her relief, Elvina 
was struck with her astonishing likeness, notwith- 
standing the difference of their complexions, to Ze- 
lim. This circumstance, united to that of finding her 
in his chamber, and several others which occurred at 
the moment to recollection, instantly led to a belief of 
having been imposed on, of seeing in the fair stranger 
and her page Zelim, one and the same person, a belief 
in which she was confirmed, when, after gazing alter* 
nately at her and Olivia for a few minutes after her 
recovery, the beauteous stranger, suddenly rising from 
her couch, threw herself at her feet, and, in the very 
accents of Zelim, implored her to have pity on her. 

" Prove yourself deserving of it," returned Elvina, 
endeavouring to collect herself, " and doubt not ob- 
taining it ; be candid in explaining the motives which 
led to the disguise you adopted, for you can no lon- 
ger hide from me, you and Zelim being the same," 

u I mean not to attempt it," replied the fair sup- 
pliant ; beyond the present night it was not my in- 
tention to have had a concealment from you : my 
heart shall be opened to your view, and if, after hear- 
ing my confession, you shall still deem me deserving 
of some little degree of commiseration, I shall not 
think myself utterly miserable." 

" Rise," cried Elvina; I am impatient for your 
story ; and be assured, you are about revealing your 
errors to a person, too sensible of her own imperfec- 
tions, not to show indulgence to those of others ; 
only let me be convinced they proceed not from wil- 
ful perverseness, and every consolation which com- 
passion and sympathy can afford, shall be yours." 

44 The other bowed her head, in token of gratitude 
and obedience ; then rising, she took, as motioned, a 
seat on the couch, and with Elvina at one side, and 
Olivia at the other, commenced Y\ex ^oxy ^it^are^* 
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u My name is Dorinda — my origin noble ; but the 
unfortunate part which my family took in the cause 
of Pedro, by depriving them of their possessions, left 
me without aught but a name to boast of. My fa- 
ther, the count de Medina, fell with his deposed so- 
vereign, at Monteil ; his estates were seized, and the 
countess, my mother, heart-broken by his loss, and 
the change in her fortunes, survived him but long 
enough to bring me into this changeful scene. Her 
last moments were cheered by the kindness of the 
marquis Almeria, the friend of my father's early 
years, and who, though of the opposite party, too li- 
beral to allow public feuds to interfere with private 
friendship, sought her out in the miserable asylum to 
which she had fled, and faithfully promised to take 
me under his protection— a promise he most reli- 
giously observed. 

" I was brought up in a convent — when of an age i 
to be allowed a choice, my generous patron informed 
me, that if not inclined to the veil, I should no Ion- i 
ger be immured within a convent, but immediately i 
placed under the eare of a lady, who would usher 
me into life in a manner becoming my birth. 1 ea- 
gerly caught at this offer : that love of variety inhe- 
rent in youth — the delusive colours in which it paints 
the world, all made me eagerly embrace it. Incon- 
siderate that I was, what had I to do in a world from 
which fate had removed all those to whom I had a 
right to look up for support and kindness ! How oft- 
en have I since repented the rashness that made me 
do so — bow often regretted the tranquillity of the 
cloister — the pensive calm enjoyed within its hply 
walls ! 

u But, to be brief, I was removed to the ancient 
castle of the dutchess of Terazona, in Old Castile, 
my future protectress, and nearly related to th mar- 
quis of Almeria : but never were two beings mor^ 
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dissimilar in point of disposition— ^one was all bene- 
volence, the other ostentation; without possessing 1 
the smallest particle of sensibility, the dutchess aspi- 
red to be thought a person of the most refined feel- 
ings ; and, from the extreme plausibility of her man- 
ner, succeeded in being considered so by all not im- 
mediately in her power. Scarcely had the marquis 
left me with her, ere I discovered her real disposition 
•—•discovered that not out of any regard to him, or 
pity for me, but solely to gratify her wish for the re- 
putation of benevolence, she had taken me under her 
protection. 

44 Satisfied, from the light in which she knew he 
regarded her, that she should be able to make the 
marquis believe what she pleased, she had no hesita- 
tion in treating me with the tyranny natural to her, 
doing every thing in her power, by continually irrita- 
ting my temper, to try and make me appear unamia- 
ble, in order to heighten the merit of her supposed 
kindness to me. 

" Whether she succeeded in these efforts, I shall 
not pretend to say ; but certain it is, she succeeded, 
by the example she set them, in causing me to be treat- 
ed, both by her domestics and visiters, with the most 
insulting neglect. 

" The conviction, however, of being unattended to 
by the marquis, could I have brought my self to make 
any complaints of my situation, deterred me from the 
measure, intolerable as it was, and though every day 
rendered it still more insupportable. 

44 But though I could refrain from complaints, I 
could not support my spirits sufficiently to prevent a 
deep melancholy from taking possession of my heart ; 
I drooped beneath the soul-chilling idea of being a 
being insulated, as it were, from the Test of society— 
a cypher in the great account — a creature that, like a 
weed qf the field, might perish from the face of the 
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earth, without any person inquiring into her fate, one 
eye shedding a tear for her. 

u An object of either neglect or cruelty, I had no 
enjoyment, but what was derived from cultivating the 
accomplishments I was possessed of, or wandering in 
the romantic environs of the castle. I had naturally 
a taste for the beauties of nature, and the melancholy 
that fastened on me, rendered it every day more pre- 
valent : while wandering amid woods and thickets, 
tasting the freshness of the air, enjoying the luxury 
and calm of nature, listening to the warblings of 
birds, and the soft murmurs of limpid waters, I some- 
times forgot the anxieties of my situation— sometimes 
lost all sense of its unpleasantness, in those delicious 
reveries that steal us from ourselves. 

u For a person of a romantic turn, nothing could 
be more delightful than the situation of the castle— ~ 
mountains of immense magnitude rose in the rear, 
some naked to the summit, and others exhibiting the 
.most picturesque scenery ; in the front, an ancient fo- 
rest spread its gloomy shades, intermingled with cop- 
pices of younger trees ; and at the side, in an enchant- 
ing valley, between piles of moss-tinted rocks, thrown 
together in the most romantic manner, with coppices 
of green oaks filling up their interstices, and wild 
shrubs hanging waving from- their sides — the limpid 
waters of the Eresma were beheld, in some places' 
running tumultuously over lesser rocks, and in others 
forming beautiful cascades. 

" This was my favourite haunt ; the monotonous 
noise of the waters, the humming of the insect tribes, 
that danced in the sunbeams which played upon their - 
surface, had something of a lulling nature in it ; and 
still more soothing to my feelings was the profound 
,£alm of all around* 

" A brilliant assembly was collected one evening 
in the grand saloon of the castle, but, as usual, I was 
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Unnoticed ; and soon after the arrangement of the 
different tables, quitted an apartment where I seemed 
to be considered as nobody, for a walk by the Eres- 
ma. 

u A more than usual heaviness hung upon my spirits 
this evening, and throwing myself at the foot of a 
rock, ere I proceeded far, I gave way in tears to the 
Feelings that oppressed me ;- while thus indulging 
them a deep sigh, almost breathed in my ear, caused * 
me to raise my head from my hands, on which I 
rested it, and looking up, with a degree of surprise 
which made me start from the ground, and crimson- 
ed my^cheeks with' blushes, I beheld a young cava- 
lier, whom I had noticed that evening among the 
guests at the castle, leaning against the rode against 
which I had been reclining, and intently regarding me 
—Don Rodolph de Beam. 

"Starting from his motionless attitude, the mo- 
ment he perceived himself discovered*— ' Pardon, 
beauteous Dorinda,' he cried, eagerly approaching 
me, and in actions the most seductive, * this intru- 
sion on your private moments, but the impulse that 
led me to follow your steps was not to be resisted. 
Ah ! had I had the good fortune, in any degree to 
have attracted your attention as you have done mine, 
t you would not then have been surprised at seeing 
me here, since you would then in my looks, have 
read the sentiments you have inspired.' 

" Surprised at this declaration, even more than at 
his appearance, since though I had often seen him at 
the castle, I had never; till the present moment, the 
slightest reason to believe myself an object of attrac- 
tion to him, I gazed on him in silence, as though I 
doubted what I heard, and in trying to understand 
it, lost the use of my faculties. 

** Encouraged by my manner, he ventured to take 
my hand, and proceeded to declare, that from the 
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first minute he had seen me I had made an impres- 
sion on his heart never to be erased, but which par- 
ticular circumstances prevented his disclosing till he 
had a private opportunity : this, he added, he had 
vainly sought till the present evening, when, keeping 
his eye continually upon me, he had observed 
me quitting the saloon, and instantly following, 
pursued my steps, and with feelings to which he 
could not da justice, beheld my tears— tears w r hich, 
throwing himself at my feet, he conjured me to 
explain the cause of r that if he could not have the 
happiness of removing it, he might at least have the 
melancholy pleasure of sympathizing with me. 

u This was the first time a declaration of love had 
ever met my ear, and it came from an object too at- 
tractive not to render it pleasing. The fine figure, 
'~ beautiful features of Don Rodolph had before struck 
me with admiration ; but never had they appeared 
so lovely as now, when beaming with a tenderness R 
was flattering to my vanity to think I had inspired* 

" As my eyes involuntarily rested on him, he ap- 
peared more than mortal ; a smile of seductive sweet- 
ness hov-ered on his lips ; and the ardor of his feel- 
ings, united to the sultry heat of the hour, gave a 
glow to his complexion, that rendered almost too daz- 
zling the refulgence of his eyes. 

44 I strove to conceal the emotions he excited ; but 
he was too penetrating for me to succeed in my efforts 
to do so. My palpitation, my confusion, the bhishes 
that suffused my countenance, all betrayed them. In 
short, he perceived the advantage he had gained, nor 
ceased pursuing it, till he had obtained an acknow- 
ledgment from me, that his passion was not unplea- 
sing. 

44 But this was not all — he now proceeded to in- 
* form me, that his dependence on a haughty and ava- 
ricious relative, wh© would never forgive his iftarry- 
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ing without fortune, not only prevented the immedi- 
ate avowal of his attachment, but rendered it abso- 
lutely expedient that it should be concealed, till his 
own master, a circumstance that could not be very 
far distant, from the advanced age of his kinsman; 
nor rested till he had drawn from me a pro- 
mise of that silence respecting it which he desired. 

" In the mean time, it was settled we should en- 
joy the society of one another as often as possible; 
the spot where my delighted ear had first hearkenecW 
to his insidious vows, was the one appointed for our 
future meetings* 

44 To paint the change that now took place in my 
feelings, would be impossible : to think, at the very 
moment I imagined myself an object of indifference 
to all, I was an object of love and admiration to such 
a being — to find a heart at least interested about me 
—a heart the possession of which the vainest, the 
most exalted of my sex might envy me, was a source 
of unutterable rapture. With my feelings the aspect 
of every thing about me changed; I seemed born as 
it were to a new existence, born, at length, to feel 
myself of some value in the creation. 

44 Alas ! transient was the reign of joy ; the heavy 
anxieties that had so long weighed upon me, like win- 
try clouds suddenly blown back by a driving wind, 
were only dissipated to return with still greater 
gloom. 

44 Nor during its shortlived interval, was it altoge- 
ther unalloyed : I could not help sometimes accusing 
myself of imprudence, in so readily admitting the ad- 
dresses of Don Rodolph, and entering into a clan- 
destine correspondence with him ; but, whatever was 
my uneasiness on the subject, it ceased to be experi- 
enced the moment I beheld him ; and still, jrtill I 
persevered in meeting him. 

44 Our intercourse had continued some weeks, an 
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intercourse rendered still more delightful by the en- 
chantments of the scenes that witnessed it, when my 
generous patron, the marquis of Almeria, arrived un- 
expectedly at the castle; he soon took an opportunity 
of having a private conversation with me, in which 
he acquainted me, that keeping me ever in view, he 
had lately formed the design of unking me to a young 
kinsman of his, who, prepossessed in my favour, by 
the representation he had given him of me, longed 
for nothing more than such an event. 

44 Confounded by this declaration, from my inabili- 
ty to explain my previous engagement, in conse- 
quence of. my promise to Don Rodolph, I stood for 
some. minutes silent, and stupidly gazing on him; then 
falling at his feet, conjured him to think no more of 
such a connexion. Alarmed by the vehemence of my 
manner, the wildness of my looks, he eagerly deman- 
ded, as he raised me from the floor, whether I had 
heard aught to the prejudice of his young kinsman ? 
I answered in the negative, assuring him as a corro- 
boration of, what I said, that till then, I knew not 
there was such a being m existence. 

4 Then since your averseness to my proposal is 
owing to no prejudice against him, it must certainly 
proceed from a previous attachment, 9 . cried the mar- 
quis, fastening, his penetrating eyes upon me ; 4 be 
candid in your confession ; let the assurance, that the 
parents for whose sake I first extended my protec- 
tion towards you, could not have been more interest- 
ed in your happiness, induce you to repose unlimited 
confidence in me.' 

44 In vain, however, he solicited this, though he set 
before me in the strongest light, the dangers to which 
a young female exposed herself, who suffered herself 
to be drawn into a clandestine correspondence with 
the other sex. I persevered in denying the justice* 
of his assertions; and in displeasure at my obsthsa- 
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cy, he at length quitted me, to question the dutchess 
on the subject; she, however, could give him no infor- 
mation on it, but was malicious enough to say, she 
doubted not* my being sufficiently artful to form an at- 
tachment without her knowledge. 

44 Mean while, I had an interview with my lover, 
and after revealing to him what had just passed, con- 
jured him to release me from the promise of secrecy 
I had made him, my heart reproaching me incessant- 
ly for having any concealment from such a friend as 
die marquis. 

44 This, however, he peremptorily refused, alledg- 
ing, by way of excuse, that a secret enmity existed be- 
tween his family and the marquis, which he knew 
would occasion his opposing our union ; and that so 
far from being the disinterested friend I imagined, 
he was led to propose a marriage between me and 
his kinsman, in consequence of an assurance from 
the king, of the forfeited estates of my ancestors be- 
ing restored to me. 

" In a word, he succeeded in confirming me in my 
promise. Not satisfied, however, with this, he made 
his apprehensions of losing me, through the over 
persuasions of the marquis, a pretext for renewing 
his supplications for a private marriage, supplications 
which, till then, I would not hearken to for a moment, 
nor ceased till he had extorted my consent to an im- 
mediate union. 

44 1 was sufficiendy collected, by the time I re-en- 
tered the presence of the marquis J^> remove all his 
doubts of my veracity, and persua Jc hint that my ob- 
jection to the proposed alliance originated not from 
any secret attachment, but solely from my present 
disinclination to change my state. 

44 His visit to the castle was a short one ; the hour 
in which he left it sealed my fate, being the one in 
which I gave my hand to Don Rodolph. A ruined 
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chapel, amid the rocks of Eresma, was the place ap 
pointed by him to meet me, with a priest, to receive 
my vows* 

44 But not with my usual alacrity did I now hasten to 
meet htm. 1 felt I was doing wrong, a presageful 
gloom hung upon my spirits, and more than once 
tempted me to turn back ; but still I went on, con- 
trary to my feelings, contrary to my sense of what 
was right; and the sufferings entailed upon wilful 
imprudence soon befel me. 

u The sombre hue of every object rendered still 
more oppressive my feelings ; the sun had set amid 
heavy clouds, which soon .began to fall in drizzling 
showers ; the trees shook in a howling blast from the 
mountains ; the waters of the Eresma lost their lim- 
pid clearness in the storm, and all wore the aspect of 
melancholy. 

44 With difficulty I reached the chapel; my lover 
met me some paces from it, and eagerly hurried me 
within its ruined walls. My heart became still more 
chilled as I surveyed them ; every where the rava- 
ges of time were discernible. But not to dwell up- 
on my feelinygi, a priest stood waiting to receive us 
at a broken altar, and a few minutes made me; the 
bride of Don Rodolph. 1 shall pass over the argu» 
merits he made use of to reconcile me to the step I 
had taken, arguments which the involuntary trans- 
port I derived from the idea of our fates being, as I 
imagined, irrevocably blended, soon rendered sue* 
cessful. Suffice it to say, two weeks were passed in 
a state of happiness, which rendered me almost for- 
getful of the past and unmindful of the future. I was 
then restored again to the recollection of their being 
such a thing as sorrow in the world, by Don Ro 
dolph's informing me business of the last importance 
demanded his immediately leaving the neighbour- 
hood, where he had all this time been but a visiter. 
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Whither he was going, however, he would not tefl 
me ; the only satisfaction he would give me was, that 
the moment he could return, he would, and in the 
mean while would try to contrive some expedient 
for letting me^hear from him ; failing not, as he was 
departing, to make me renew my promise to him not 
to disclose our marriage without his permission. 

" Day after day I looked forward to hear from 
him : but day after day passed without the realiza- 
tion of this expectation. 

44 At length, three weeks after his departure, I was 
surprised one morning, by the dutchess telling me she 
was on the eve of a journey to Seville, and desiring 
me to prepare to accompany her. 

44 I wished, on many accounts, to be left behind, 
but dared not to solicit to be so; and with a heavy 
heart, set out for that celebrated city. The dutchess 
had a magnificent palace there, where her arrival 
was scarcely known, ere she received the compli- 
ments of the numerous nobility. Among the enter- 
tainments to which we were invited, for I was here 
lifted to consequence, by the notice with which the 
marquis of Almeria honoured me, was a tourna- 
ment. 

44 The beauty and magnificence of the ladies that 
filled the richly-ornamented balconies of the court in 
which it was held, the glittering armour of the knights, 
their waving plumes, the proud curvettings, and cost- 
ly trappings of their coursers, the shrill echoes of the 
war-denouncing trumpet, the exquisite odours that 
floated through the air, making one almost imagine 
themselves, at times, seated in the spicy groves of 
Araby the blest, formed altogether such a scene, as I 
had scarcely before imagined^ 

44 Two rival troops of kriights contended; at length 
one of each party alone remained to finish the com- 
bat ; some time elapsed ere it was over, so equal 
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were the combatants in every respect : at last it was 
decided by one of them being forced from his horse, 
and unhelmed ; immediately the other jumped from 
his steed, and raising his visor, approached the spot 
where he was to receive the prize allotted to the vic- 
tor. 

44 Oh, Heavens ! what were my feelings at that mo- 
ment, when in his features I beheld those of Den Ro- 
dolph ! Notwithstanding his cruel silence, I had tried 
to persuade myself the hours of his absence froni me 
were passed in melancholy retirement ; and the shock 
which I felt from finding I was mistaken in thinking 
so, nearly overpowered me j the most direful suspi- 
cions were immediately infused into my heart. Re- 
collecting, however, the multitude which surrounded 
me, I strove to prevent myself sinking beneath the 
agony they inflicted. 

44 I could not, however, refrain from betraying 
some anxiety : of a lady who sat next me, I inquired 
concerning Don Rodolph, and from her answers had 
my worst fears confirmed. 

44 So far from being a dependant on any relation, 
she informed me his family were utterly unknown ; 
and for the distinguished situation he held about the 
person of the king, his only source of independence, 
and being ennobled, he was solely indebted to the in- 
terest of the duke of Osma, the early patron of his 
fortunes, but whose friendship he had lately forfeited 
by his clandestine attempts to gain the affections of 
his daughter, the beautiful Elvina, of whom, accord- 
ing to public report, he was even madly enamoured. 

44 Notwithstanding the shame which would have 
attended the exposure of my feelings, I believe I 
should not have been able to restrain the transports 
of indignation and jealous'y which this discovery of 
his baseness and inconstancy excited, but for the hope 
I entertained of obtaining an opportunity, at the ball 
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of the approaching evening, of coming to an explana- 
tion with him. 

" I found means of pencilling a short billet to him 
without any signature, and in the course of the even-, 
ing, slipping it into the hand of one of the attendant 
pages, directed him immediately to convey it to that 
of -Don Rodolph. 

44 I purposely kept out of his way, and the dutchess 
of Tarazona, of whose arrival in Seville, owing to his 
being absent from it for a few days, as I afterwards 
learned, he had no knowledge, being engaged in ano- 
ther apartment, he had not the slightest suspicion of 
its coming from me* 

" Accordingly he had no hesitation in following the 
page to an illuminated bower in the garden, into 
which the ball-room opened, and whither I informed 
him I should repair, for the purpose of having a pri- 
vate conversation with him. 

44 The instant the page had retired, he was prepa- 
ring to throw himself at my feet^ with an air of the 
most impassioned gallantry, under the persuasion of 
my being some lady, whom the charms of his person 
and his skill at the tournament, had that day made a 
conquest of; when suddenly raising my veil, I for a 
moment rendered him motionless, by the discovery of 
my features. 

44 Then recovering himself, he was on the point of 
rushing from the spot, when seizing his arm v*ith all 
the vehemence of despair and indignation, protested 
if he did not stop to let me speak to him, I would 
follow him to the assembly-room, regardless of the 
consequences of such a measure. 

44 This threat had the desired effect, and I proceed- 
ed to repeat all I had recently heard, to reproach him 
for his apparent baseness, and insisted on being im- 
mediately introduced to the world as his wife. 

44 Oh, Heavens ! what was his maddening answer ! 



168 HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

he had the hardiness, the unblushing effrontery to say 
he could not possibly introduce me to it, by a tide to 
which I had no claim. Yes, he now entirely dropt 
the mask, and without the smallest hesitation, or ap- 
pearance of compunction for it, acknowledged the 
cruel deception he had practised on me. 

44 Madly enamoured of me, he confessed, at the mo- 
ment, yet positively determined against a serious 
overture, in consequence of my want of fortune, he 
had recourse to a fictious marriage, to betray me. 

44 A domestic personated the priest that united us; 
and so far from being exasperated at his conduct to- 
wards me, he had the insulting insolence to add, he 
conceived I should be highly indebted to him, since 
by not shackling me with real fetters, he had left me 
at liberty to acquire a much more splendid esta- 
blishment than anyone could possibly have offered 
me. 

44 He concluded by advising me, for my own sake, 
to conceal the transaction, since as I had no proof to 
adduce of the baseness of which I accused him, I 
could derive no other satisfaction from its disclosure, 
than that of perhaps involving him, and the marquis 
of Almeria, or his son, in some fatal quarrel. 

44 What I felt while listening to him, you can 
easier, I make no doubt, conceive than I describe; 
astonishment at his, in my eyes, unparalleled villainy, 
for some minutes chained my utterance ; the tem- 
pest of my soul then burst forth ; I wept, I raved, I 
threatened, but without avail ; and at length burst- 
ing from me, with a cool and scornful air, he bid me 
do as. I pleased, as he was perfectly indifferent to 
the consequences my extravagances might lead to. 

44 Vengeance was the immediate impulse of my 

soul ; but when I reflected I could not accomplish it 

, without risking the venerated life of my illustrious 

benefactor or his son. I relinquished all thoughts 
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of it. Still more insupportable, however, did my 
inability to redress them render my wrongs. From 
this fatal evening, I made illness a pretext for con- 
fining myself to my chamber, during the remainder 
of my stay at Seville, unable, from the distracted 
state of mind, to make those exertions requisite for en- 
tering into society. 

<4 Nothing could be kinder than the attentions of 
the marquis to me during this period ; but far from 
allaying, they rather aggravated my wretchedness, 
by making me continually reproach myself for the 
ingratitude and dissimulation with which 1 had acted 
towards him. I now clearly perceived, that had I 
acted with sincerity to hira — had I adhered to truth 
and principle, I should not have been the lost wretch 
I felt myself. 

u He saw my spirits were depressed, and he strove 
to reanimate them, by picturing future scenes of 
felicity— -scenes which, alas ! alas ! I knew but too 
well were not destined for me to enjoy. 

" He talked to me of conquests he pretended I 
had made-— of the impression my appearance had 
made on the heart of his young kinsman; but at 
length ceased the subject, on finding the agitation 
into which it threw me. 

" The dutchess at length returned to her castle in 
Castile ; far, however, from now tranquillizing my 
mind, the romantic scenes around it, by continually 
recalling the past to my view, rendered it still more 
perturbed. At last, unable *to endure the wretched- 
ness they excited, by the recollections they revived, 
and still less the possibility of Don Rodolph's be- 
coming a successful suiter to you, from your igno- 
rance of his baseness, I came to the resolution of 
abandoning the protection under which the marquis 
had placed me, and endeavouring to obtain an asy- 

p 
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lum with you, for the purpose of enlightening you 
on the subject. 

" By means of a domestic, whom I contrived to 
bribe to my interest, I procured the disguise in 
which I appeared before you ; and recommending 
myself to the care of the holy saints, bade an adieu, 
one morning early, to the scene of my disgrace, 
taking the precaution of fastening some torn gar- 
ments to an impending rock of the E res ma, in order, 
by creating a belief of my having perished there, 
to prevent a pursuit* 

u Sinking with fatigue, and a thousand harassing 
apprehensions of disappointment, I reached these 
castle walls : from these apprehensions your com- 
passion soon relieved me— like a pitying angel, you 
listened to my fabricated tale, and accorded me your 
protection. 

u I soon found that Don Rodolph still continued 
to prosecute his addresses to you, but whether with 
any hope of success, I could not discover, unac- 
quainted as all were then with the attachment, par- 
don my touching on the subject, existing between you 
and the noble Ferdinand. 

u A thousand times, fearful of his succeeding in 
them, for the charms which have captivated us, we 
are but too apt to believe equally dangerous to others, 
I was on the point of throwing myself at your feet, 
and disclosing the story of my wrongs, but was still 
withheld by a dread of losing your protection, that 
kindness, which dropt like honied dew upon my 
lacerated heart, and the consideration, that if exiled 
your residence, I should lose all opportunity of know: 
ing the proceedings of Don Rodolph. Anxious, 
from various motives, to understand the light in 
which he stood with you, I at length formed the de- 
sign of introducing myself to his notice, under my . 
&f£pmed character, trusUr^ *o the change which #rf 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 171 

had made in my complexion to his not discovering 
me. Accordingly, in pursuance of this determina- 
tion, I threw myself in his way one day as he was 
riding in the forest, and after some trifling conversa- 
tion, in character with my present appearance, gave 
hjim to understand I knew of his passion for you, 
and that if he would reward me for my services, I 
would do any thing in my power to oblige him re- 
specting you. 

44 He eagerly caught at this offer, and I had soon 
the satisfaction of discovering, that though he /had 
the vanity to hope by perseverance he might in time 
become one, , he as yet was not a favoured lover. 
What he required of me was to watch your actions 
closely, in order to ascertain whether he had a rival, 
and from time to time report them to him: This I 
faithfully promised, and as faithfully performed, 
from not perceiving any thing in them which could 
at all injure you to have disclosed ; not without art- 
fully resolving, I confess, to give him some little 
room for hope, should I find him inclined, through 
despair, to transfer his regards where I could not 
have the power of frustrating his wishes. 

44 This, however, in no one instance, was the case ; 
his vanity not only buoyed him up with hopes of 
yet succeeding, but the' prize in view was too glo- 
rious, not to make him think lightly of any difficul- 
ty or trouble he had to undergo for its attainment. 

44 When again I listened to his mellifluous accents, 
when again I beheld his insidious smiles, and the se- 
ductive sweetness of his looks and manner, I almost 
doubted the reality of the last scene that had passed 
between us, thinking it next to impossible that cruelty 
could lurk beneath such an exterior of tenderness 
and sensibility. 

44 Under this deceitful idea, I began to flatter my- 
self with hopes of yet regaining his a£ecftSsrc&^ "axA. 
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obtaining reparation for my wrongs ; and, at length, 
came to the resolution of discovering myself to 
him* 

" Accordingly I informed him, that if he came on 
such a night to the castle, he should be introduced to 
one of your favourite women, whom I had interest- 
ed in his favour ; but though I had changed my dress, 
my courage failed me on his approach, and in a 
feigned voice, from the balcony where I watched for 
him, I told him I could not then have any conver- 
sation with him in consequence of being watched. 

* 4 I continued still irresolute how to act, whether 
to come to an immediate explanation with you, or 
defer the measure till perfectly aware of the nature 
of your sentiments for him, when the discovery of 
your attachment to Don Ferdinand decided me on 
no longer delaying to reveal myself, than till you 
were sufficiently recovered from the various shocks 
you had met with, to be able to pay attention to the 
sorrows of another, not without a faint hope, that if 
fortunate enough to obtayn your interference with 
the perjured Rodolph, it might be the means, per- 
haps, of procuring me the justice he owed me* 
" But all my hopes seemed threatened with annihila- 
tion, when I found you had entrusted your quarrel 
to his hand. 1 shall not, however, dwell on the tor- 
tures I alike endured from the thoughts of his death 
Or victory, lost as in either case he appeared equally 
to me, or the feelings I experienced at the issue, of 
the combat; and your passionate declaration of never, 
becoming his, a declaration that, from the effect it 
produced upon me, had nearly betrayed me into a 
premature discovery of myself. 

" But the knowledge of his safety, without being 
entitled, from the name of victor, to claim yo«r 
hand, was not sufficient— -1 saw, without having re- 
course to some immediate expedient for doing myself 
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justice, I should lose the only opportunity I could 
ever possibly hope to have for that purpose, since I 
could not doubt the knowledge he had now obtained 
of your sentiments* banishing him henceforward the 
castle* 

44 This conviction at length suggested to me the 
idea of endeavouring to betray him into a marriage, 
by making use of your name* 

44 Accordingly I was no sooner out of suspense re- 
specting the issue of the combat, than I lost no time 
in penning a billet, which 1 conveyed to him myself, 
stating — 4 That, penetrated by the long and faithful 
attachment he had manifested for you, and convinced 
that it was only by giving your hand to another, you 
could relieve yourself from the persecutions you 
underwent on account of his rival, you had come to 
the resolution of rewarding his passion that night, in 
the church of St* Ildefonso, by uniting your fate 
with his, provided he would accept your hand*, after 
the sentiments you had avowed, but involuntarily, 
and which every moment rendered weaker and weak- 
er for Don Ferdinand, and^consented to conceal your 
marriage till you should think proper to reveal it 
yourself*' 

44 As I imagined, there was no condition to which 
he would not have subscribed for the sake of calling 
you his — he returned an answer to your supposed 
billet, full of the most extravagant professions of love, 
admiration, gratitude, and devotion, to your every 
wish ; and all matters being arranged for the cere- 
mony, I returned to prepare for the most agitating 
hour of my life* 

44 I contrived to possess myself of one of your 
mourning habits, and as soon as attired in it, de- 
scended to the church, and prostrating myself before 
an altar, tried to offer up a supplication to Heaven 
for support and protection* 

F 2 



1 



174 HOUSES iOF OSMA AKD ALMERtA. 

V 

4 * Your step alarmed me — I started up, to experi* 
ence still greater terror from beholding you : for a 
moment I knew not how to act; the opening of a 
distant door, then announcing the approach of Don 
Rodolph, impelled me to the frantic expressions 
which made you fly, 

" Don Rodolph, followed by a priest, quickly join- 
ed me, and eagerly grasping my trembling hand, 
without making the slighest effort to draw back the 
veil which shaded my features from view, called upon 
the priest to perform his office, as if fearful the de- 
lay of a moment might prove fatal to his wishes. 

" The ceremony over, the holy father left us to 
ourselves ; and Don Rodolph then gently folding me 
in his arms, would have raised the veil, which still 
invidously intervened between us, when disengaging 
myself from him, I besought him not to detain me 
longer, lest I should be traced to the chapel, promis- 
ing at the midnight hour to admit him through the 
window to my chamber* 

u No sooner had I regained it, than a flood of 
tears gushed from me ; 1 wept at once from joy and 
apprehension — I could not but congratulate myself 
on the retrieval of .my honour, yet trembled to think 
of the discovery I had to make, a discovery, now 
so near at hand. I strove, however, to reason my- 
self out of the terror which it excited ; I tried to 
persuade myself, that the reflection of the engage- 
ment into which I had betrayed him being irrevoca- 
ble, would reconcile Don Rodolph to it. He came, 
even sooner than I expected. In the morning, he 
had been informed by me of the exact situation of 
the apartment, and now, from the lowness of the bal- 
cony, readily ascended to it. 

" The moment I heard him, I again let fall the 
veil, which had previously enabled me to deceive 
him, and shrinking back on his impatiently approach- 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 175 

ing to clasp me to his bosom, threw . myself at his 
feet, and with a flood of tears, conjured him to lis- 
ten to me. 

" Surprised, or rather, more properly speaking, 
alarmed by my attitude, my adjuration, above all, 
my voice, which agitation no longer enabled me to 
attempt disguising, as I had done in the church, he 
hastily tore away my veil without speaking. 

" Oh, Heavens! never can I forget the dreadful, 
the soul-appalling expression of his countenance at 
that moment? a livid hue instantly overspread it, his 
eyes gleamed with the fury of fiends, and every fea- 
fure became convulsed by agitation. 

u After regarding me for a moment in silence, as 
if doubtful what to decide on, he suddenly twisted 
one hand in mv dishevelled hair, and while a torrent 
of the most opprobrious epithets, the most direful 
maledictions, burst from his ashy and quivering lips, 
with the other drew his sword/ 

u I struggled to save myself from his fury, but no 
doubt he would have succeeded in immolating me to 
it, had not my shrieks drawn you to my relief. 

" He fled at the first sound of your approach, 
leaving me in a state, from which perhaps it would 
have been better I never recovered, for, alas ! to 
what wretchedness do I revive !— yet perhaps a faint 
hope still remains, that if the interposition of a gen- 
erous and exalted friend like you," turning her now 
streaming eyes upon the lovely Elvina, u were ob- 
tained with Don Rodolph, he might be prevailed on 
to acknowledge me to the world. 

w You may, however, perhaps, feel disinclined 
to any interposition between us— disinclined, from 
deeming me unworthy, after the confession I have 
made, of such an exertion in my favour — J shall not 
murmur, should this prove the case—no, I feel too 
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sensibly I deserve to suffer, to experience resentment, 
at the refusal of any act which might relieve, me. 
u Such is my story^^uch are the consequences of 
my suffering myself to be seduced from the plain 
path of integrity into the winding one of dissimula- 
tion. If, notwithstanding what you have heard, you 
can still deign to notice me, I shall not, as I previous- 
ly observed, deem myself altogether desolate and for* 
lorn. Should the contrary, however, be the case, 
should you think any further kindness to me would 
be misapplied, a convent shall be my immediate re- 
fuge ; there, wejl pleased from the idea of their being 
considered as some atonement for my errors, reli- 
gious hardships I will learn to bear, and by prayer 
and penitence, endeavour to render myself deserving 
of that happiness in the next world, which,j alas ! in 
this I fear 1 have forfeited." 



*1 



CHAP. XII. 



Ten thousand fears 
Invented wild, ten thousand frantic views 
Of horrid rivals, hanging on the charms 
For which he melts in fondness, eat him up 
With fervent anguish, and consuming rage* 
In vain reproaches lend their idle aid. 
Deceitful pride, and resolution frail, 
' Giving false peace a moment \ Fancy pours 
Afresh her beauties on his busy thought, 
Her first endearments twining round the soul, 
With all the witchcraft of ensnaring love. 

TKOMsoy. 

In the story of Dorinda, Elvina saw much to con* 
demn; but her condemnation did not exceed her 
pity; she tried to persuade herself, that differently 
situated, she never would have known such a lapse 
from integrity, and under this persuasion, lost not a 
minute in assuring her that she might rely on her ser- 
vices to their utmost extent, promising to address a 
letter immediately to Don Rodolph, appointing an 
interview with him the ensuing evening, when, should 
her representations of the cruelty of his conduct to 
her fail of success, she informed her she still should 
not have to deplore the want of either a peaceful 
home, or sincere friend, since, while she existed, she 
might rely on both. 

The grateful Dorinda at this assurance would have 
thrown herself at her feet, but was prevented ; and- 
after some further conversation \ri\h. tax.* « Tttbsx 
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efforts to try and compose her, the morning being by 
this time far advanced, she was left to endeavour 
to take that repose she so much stood in need of. 

Faithful to her promise, the moment the sympa- 
thizing Elvina had withdrawn from her chamber, 
she sat down to address Don Rodolph, though al- 
most without a hope of his complying with her re- 
quest, aware, as she was sensible he must be, of the 
motive which dictated it. Contrary to her expecta- 
tions, however, her messenger returned, with a most 
respectful answer from him, in which he informed 
her, that at the hour appointed, he should have the 
honour of waiting on her. 

This answer inspired the most sanguine hopes of a 
happy termination to the affair, since if still resolved 
on persevering in his cruel conduct, it did not seem 
at all probable that he would have subjected himself 
to the remonstrances he might have expected on the 
occasion : either repentant of this conduct, or fear- 
ful, from the discovery that had taken place, of the 
consequences that might ^result, from adhering to it, 
it now seemed evident, both to the fair Dorinda her- 
self and her new friends, that it was at length his in- 
tention to do her justice ; and with the tears which 
the pleasing idea drew from her, were mingled the 
congratulations of those friends at it. 

In the mean while, Don Ferdinand was in that state 
of agitating felicity, which the unexpected restoration 
of happiness inspires: relieved from despair, eleva- 
ted again to hope, in the enjoyment of his present 
feelings, he deemed himself amply compensated for 
his recent sufferings. 

But, alas ! short was the interval of joy, and 
light those sufferings, grievous as they had appeared 
at the moment, when compared with those which al- 
most immediately succeeded them ! 
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In the midst of his exultation, his intoxicating 
breams of future bliss, an anonymous letter was put 
into his hand, brought to the^palace by an unknown 
messenger, who disappeared the instant he had deli- 
vered it, and containing the following lines :-— 



" TO DON FERDINAND DE HARA. 

" An enemy to dissimulation, an admirer of the 
jioble character of the gallant Ferdinand, takes this 
method of opening his eyes to the cruel deception 
which has been practised on him. Elvina, the long 
worshipped object of his affections — yes, even she, 
that mistress for whose sake he has suffered so muclv 
all lovely, all amiable as she appears, is unworthy of 
the passion "she has kindled in his heart. 

" Long before she became acquainted with his me- 
rits, the accomplishments of Don Rodolph de Beam 
had subjugated her affections ; and either to a jealous 
whim, or a spirit of coquetry, was alone owing the 
encouragement she gave his addresses, aware that, 
even in her apparently most secret interviews with 
him, the watchful, the adoring Rodolph would be at 
hand to observe her. 

" But this was not all— vain, proud, and ambitious, 
almost beyond belief, of an exalted reputation, she no 
sooner discovered who he really was, than the fame 
she saw she might acquire at his expense, by still 
counterfeiting a passion for him, induced her doing 
so, for the purpose of creating a belief, that to a sense 
of filial duty, to considerations which could not but 
exalt her above the rest of her sex, and obtain her 
the universal homage of mankind, she sacrificed the 
tenderest affections of the heart. 
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u So real seemed her struggles between love and 
duty, the transports of her pretended grief and dis- 
traction, that every haart sympathized in her appa- 
rent sufferings, and gave her credit for the, virtue she 
aspired to be thought possessed of. 

44 But though her vanity was gratified by the at- 
tainment of this name, she was sensibly mortified by 
the failure of her champion, having flattered herself 
his winning her in the field would have afforded her 
that pretext for granting him her hand, which pride 
made her solicitous for, love not having rendered her 
unmindful of the obscurity of his birth, or the conse- 
quent strictures to which an alliance with him would 
subject her. 

"Spite, however, of the thoughts of these strictures, 
she is resolved on following the impulse of inclination ; 
this night Don Rodolph has a private interview with 
her, for the purpose of consulting whether some ex- 
pedient cannot be devised, for'preventing the humi- 
liating consequences she apprehends from the mea- 
sure. 

44 Should Don Ferdinand therefore entertain any 
doubts of the correctness of this information, he has 
nothing more to do to convince himself of the truth 
of it, than to avail himself of the power he possesses, 
of admitting himself into the garden of the Castle, 
the pavillion at the lake being the place appointed for 
the secret meeting of the two lovers, at the hour of 
nine. 

44 If, however, still inclined to dote on, and be de- 
ceived, the writer of this has nothing to add further 
on the subject; in what he has said, he has been ac- 
tuated neither by malice or private pique, but solely 
by that wish, which the heart of honour must ever 
feel, to prevent the triumph of perfidy ; and, conse- 
quently, can feel no other regret at the result of his 
communication proving contrary to ^W\ta. exoects, 
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than what originates, in concern at so noble a nature 
as Don Ferdinand's being imposed on." 



So deep rooted was the confidence of the noble 
youth in the integrity of his mistress, that rage and 
indignation at the accusation it contained against her, 
was the impulse of his soul at the first perusal of this 
letter. A second and more attentive one, however, 
began to shake his faith, by making him dwell still 
more particularly on that part which pointed out to 
him the means of ascertaining whether or no its in- 
formation was correct. 

To paint the agony inflicted by the apprehension 
of finding her deceitful, would be impossible, an ago- 
ny rendered still more intolerable by his efforts to 
conceal it, since, both from the unwillingness which 
we feel to acknowledge ourselves imposed on, and the 
adoration in which he held her, he could not bear the 
idea of ever breathing a hint of the doubts he was 
now forced to entertain of her. 

Never had he so ardently longed for the approach 
of night, any certainty almost being preferable to the 
torturing anxiety he endured. Within a short dis- 
tance of the castle, he alighted, and committing his 
horse to his attendant, admitted himself, unobserved, 
into the garden. He had a considerable part of it to 
traverse, ere he reached the pavilion ; at length he 
came in view of it, and, to his utter consternation, 
beheld it illuminated. 

The presageful fears occasioned by this circum- 
stance, for a moment deprived him of the power of 
proceeding; then reflecting that a moment's delay 
might defeat the purpose for which he had come, he 
eagerly approached it, and darting his eyes through a 
lattice at the side, beheld Elvina seated on a couch^ 
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nearly opposite him, evidently in an attitude of ex*- 
pectation, her every look and gesture being fully dis- 
played to his view, by the brilliant light which a crys- 
tal branch, suspended from the ceiling, diffused 
through the sumptuous apartment* 

At this sight, at the maddening idea, that she was 
voluntarily, impatiently, in all probability, waiting the 
approach of his rival, that she had indeed, basely, 
: cruelly, perfidiously, deceived him, he nearly lost all 
command of himself, and was on the point of rush- 
ing into her. presence, to upbraid her with his wrongs, 
and to reproach her for her cruelty, when the reflec* 
tion, that he could not fully convict her of it, without 
a still more unquestionable proof of it than he had yet 
received, withheld him. 

This proof was not long wanting — in a few minutes 
lie heard approaching steps at the other side of the 
pavilion, and immediately after, beheld Don Rodolph 
entering. As he advanced, a magnificent cloak of 
purple velvet, which he had gracefully wrapt round 
him, fell from his shoulders, and displayed a form to 
view, a statuary might with pleasure have copied. 

Elvina, half rising, met his obeisance with a look 
of pleasure, and motioning him to the vacant seat be- 
side her, then resumed her own. 

The agonized Ferdinand could see no more ; in a 
transport of rage and indignation, he drew his sword, 
and was on the point of rushing into the building, 
when again he was prevented by the sudden interpo- 
sition of reflection. -Don Rodolph was not, he con- 
sidered, the proper object of his fury ; it was not he 
but Elvina had deceived him ; " to immolate him to 
it, therefore," he cried, " would be an act of injus- 
tice : let me see whether he exults in her perfidy— 
whether he vaunts of the triumph she has afforded 
him over me, ere I attempt to gratify the resentment 
of my soui." 
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In a state bordering on distraction, he hurried from 
the garden, fearful if he lingered in it, he should vain- 
ly strive to restrain himself, and remounting his 
horse, sped back to Seville. * 

The instant he alighted from it, he shut himself 
up in his chamber, passing the remainder of the night 
in addressing a letter to Elvina. His heart must 
have burst, had he not given some utterance to the 
feelings that pervaded it. 

After acquainting her with the scene he had wit- 
nessed, but without being able to collect himself suf- 
ficiently to inform her of the circumstance to which 
' his being a spectator of it was owing, he proceeded to 
upbraid her with his wrongs, and reproach her for 
her perfidy ; concluding by informing her, ere she re- 
ceived this last memorial of his unhappy attachment 
to her, he should be ^on his way from Seville, in or- 
der to try, by change of scene, to overcome the 
wretchedness she had made him suffer, and recover 
the composure she had so long and cruelly interrupt- 
ed. 

This was indeed his intention ; an embassy was on 
the eve of setting out for Bprtugal, in consequence of 
most unpleasant intelligent from that kingdom, and 
he determined on accpmpajftng it. 

Don Fernando, the KingLhad recently paid the 
debt of nature ; but, instead or permitting the crown 
quietly to devolve to Beatricei his -daughter, Queen 
of Castile, the people declared in favour of Don John, 
his natural brother, and grand master of Avis, a re- 
ligious order of chivalry ; an event, however, which, 
in all probability, would never have taken place, but 
for the establishment of the illegitimacy of the Queenf 
a circumstance^ suspected by many, but never fully 
ascertained till after his decease. 

Solely addicted to his pleasures, the surest way of 
obtaining an ascendancy over him, was by minister- 



184 HOUSES (XF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

ing to his gratification. Amongst those who, from 
interested motives, acted this unworthy part, was Sir 
Fernando Audare, a knight of the most artful turn* 
and who conceived no sacrifice of principle too great 
for the attainment of the honours he coveted. 

He had not long been in the councils of the King, 
when he was summoned to the death-bed of a brother, 
resident some distance from Seville, 

On entering his chamber, the attendants Were or- 
dered to withdraw, and the dying man proceeded to 
inform him, that though, from motives of affection, 
anxious once more to behold him, ere he closed his 
eyes for ever, he was still more so, for the purpose 
of imparting a secret to him he had long wished to 
'reveal, and recommending to his protection a rela- 
tion, of whom, as yet, he had no knowledge. 

This was, that he had, some years back, formed a 
union with a person, much his inferior in birth, to 
which circumstance was owitjg the concealment of his 
marriage, a marriage death bad, some time before, 
dissolved, and by which he had one daughter, the 
object of his greatest solicitude, and to recommend 
whom -|p his care, in a stjft more particular manner 
than he* cpuld by letter, hJS been the principal reason 
of his sending for 'him. A Though I cannot," he ad- 
ded, ^imagine you wiUleel any reluctance to grant 
her your protection, especially when you behold her, 
yet, in order to induce|you to grant it more readily 
than might perhaps be otherwise the case, I must now 
inform you, that it is only for a short period it will 
be required, she having already secured to herself a 
legal guardian, by a private union, some months ago, 
with a young knight, called Sir Lorenzo d'Acunha, 
wjiose addresses to her I interdicted, in consequence 
of forming still higher expectations for her, with re- 
gard to fortune, and of which I remained ignorafn;^. 
till a few weeks back, when, on pressing her to form? 






care." 
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another connexion, she confessed it. Business has 
taken him to a distant part of Spain, but his return is 
now shortly expected; and, till his arrival, I wish 
both his bride and her inheritance to be under your 

re." ^ 

Sir Fernando, at all times ready to promise, what- 
ever he might be to perform, and anxious, jysides to 
grasp at any circumstance which coul^dWru him a 
chance of securing to himself an inherklnce he had 
long coveted, and, till the present mdnient, looked 
forward with certainty to possessing, eagerly accept- 
ed the trust his unsuspicious brother was so anxious 
to repose in him. Accordingly the young Leonora 
was introduced to him, and presented to his view the 
loveliest object he had ever before seen. 

x Scarcely had he recovered the astonishment excited 
by such transcendent charms, ere the liveliest trans- 
port pervaded his soul, at the idea of her being com- 
mitted to his care, since both from his knowledge of 
the disposition of the King, and the authority which, 
from this circumstance, he should have the power of 
exercising over her, he flattered himself with being 
able to render her charms subservient to his advance- 
ment; thus, to the project of robbing her of^her inhe- 
ritance, uniting the still more execrable one of at- 
tempting to betray her into vice. 

The funeral of his brother over, he lost no time in 
removing the lovely Leonora to a magnificent villa of 
his own, on. the banks of the Tagus, some miles from 
the capital, and where all around an air of voluptu- 
ousness breathed, well calculated to soften the youth- 
ful mind, and render it easily susceptible of the mdst 
dangerous impressions. 

The building, adorned with all that the luxury of 
the times could invent to render it delightful, glitter- 
ing wi$h cosdy marbles, ornamented with sumptuous 
tapestry, and exhibiting in evtry dcvarcafc>^ ^& W^sfc. 
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specimens of the kindred arts of painting and sculp- 
ture, commanded on one side the moving scenery of 
the Tagus, the stately castles that adorned its banks, 
the tremendous attitude pf Cape Rogue, the ocean, 
and a distant view of the opposite shore, fading, at 
the close%f day, into the impurpling tints then thrown 
across the landscape; while to the other extended 
those* j^jiix°f. orange and lemon, which, with their 
potent frajpncy, loaded the balmy air for miles 
around, aWr^iike the golden gleams of autumn, gave 
<a rich colouring to the scenery, by the intermixture 
of their burnished fruit with the deep dark green of 
other trees. 

Having settled her in this terrestial paradise, he 
again repaired to court, where, after accounting for 
his absence, he introduced her name with such enco- 
miums, as inflamed the curiosity of the King to be- 
hold her, and induced him to command she might be 
brought to court. This command Don Fernando ex- 
cused himself from obeying, on account of her birth, 
the illegitimacy of which, in consequence of finding 
there was no proof of the marriage of her parents, he 
was determined to maintain, in order that he might 
be the better enabled to possess himself of her heri- 
tage, which, at all events, he determined to seize. 

The King admitted his excuse, but could perceive 
no obstacle to his seeing her at his villa. Again, 
however, the artful Fernando hesitated, till he had 
received a full and explicit assurance from the alrea- 
dy half-enamoured monarch, that whatever complai- 
sance he showed on this occasion, should not go un- 
rewarded. 

Accordingly, an introduction took place to the 
beauteous Leonora, but without his having the slight- 
est intimation of her previous engagement, Don Fer- 
nando not only choosing to remain silent on it now, 
but to appear utterly ignorant Yraerfxer, *ta&\d ray 
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discovery of it take place, not, however, from any 
apprehension that the knowledge of it would be the 
means of preventing the sentiments with which he 
wished the king inspired for her, but solely that his 
own character might not seem as black as otherwise 
might be the case • 

The consequences of this introduction were such as 
he hoped for; the king became madly enamoured of 
her; and Leonora, continually exposed to attentions 
which his exalted rank and personal accomplishments 
rendered but too pleasing, gradually began to con- 
ceive something of a reciprocal passion for him. 

But she had been brought up in the school of vir- 
tue; and alarmed at her first consciousness of this 
passion, immediately decided, as the surest means, 
in her opinion, of preventing a continuance of that 
intercourse which was but too likely to confirm it, to 
acquaint her royal lover with her engagement to ano- 
ther. 

The King delayed not acquainting Sir Fernando 
with her communication, and received from him a 
promise, as soon as he had recovered from the surprise 
he pretended to feel on the occasion, of inquiring in- 
to the affair. The result of this pretended inquiry 
was, his informing his royal master, a little while af- 
ter, that he had indeed ascertained her having form- 
ed such a connexion as she had mentioned to him, 
but that the omission of certain ceremonies, by not 
rendering it legal, had left her still at full liberty to 
form another whenever she pleased. 

This assurance was no otherwise interesting to the 
king, than as it gave him hopes of being sooner able 
to overcome her scruples ; his own, relative to such 
affairs, if indeed he had ever experienced any, being 
long before completely subdued. 

Assailed on all sides, but more especially by Him. 
whose duty it was to have u^Y&Y&Ywet \»\x«wd%x«* 
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tue, and guarded her from the approach of vice, the 
unfortunate Leonora at length fell into the snare 
spread for her. But the delirium which occasioned 
her fall was of short continuance ; she awoke from it 
to all. the horrors with which conscious guilt impres- 
ses the feeling mind. 

The king essayed his utmost art to sooth her ago- 
nies ; and, at length, his passion for her, every day, or 
rather hour, becoming, if possible, more, violent, as 
the most efficacious method he could adopt for the 
purpose, avowed a determination of making her his 
wife. 

. In a transport of mingled gratitude and regret, the 
weeping beauty fell at his feet at this declaration, say- 
ing, that was an honour she could never attain, since 
her luckless stars had already bound her to another* 

Snatching her from the ground, the king replied 
to this assertion, by passionately declaring,, that though 
chains of adamant bound her to another, he would 
find means of bursting them, to make her his. 

Overcome by his persuasions, the equally insidious 
pleadings of her own heart, the artful representations 
of her uncle, and the suggestions of pride and ambi- 
tion, she, at length, suffered herself to be still prevail- 
ed on to falsify still further her wedding vows to Sir 
Lorenzo, by accepting those of her royal seducer ; in 
order to render her reluctance still less, Sir Fernando 
assuring her he would find means of reconciling him 
to her conduct. 

y In short, not to dwell unnecessarily on particulars, 
the king's determination to make her his wife was 
speedily followed by a summons to the Bishop of Co- 
imbra to perform the ceremony. 

But, notwithstanding the pains taken by Sir Fernan- 
do to conceal her previous marriage, though infinitely 
.mote out of regard to hia own than her reputation, 
the secret of it had transpired v t\wrou^cvia^wv^ eft skksa 

I 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. J89 

of her late father's domestics ; and, in consequence, 
tfie good man stood lost in astonishment, at being cal- 
led ; upon to unite her to another. 

His hesitation, however, was quickly at an end, Sir 
Fernando, aware of what it was owing to, and fearful 
of the least delay, lest it should occasion a change in 
the sentiments of the king, commanded him to per- 
form the ceremony, in a voice and with a look, which 
gave him clearly to understand what he might expect, 
should he disregard the mandate ; and which accord- 
ingly produced the desired effect. 

The coronation of the royal bride shortly followed 
her nuptials, and was solemnized with a pomp and 
magnificence equalling, if not exceeding, that of any 
of her predecessors. 

In due course of time* shfe gave birth to a daugh- 
ter, named Beatrice, and who, at an early age, be- 
came consort to John, king of Castile, son ctf Henry 
count de Trastamere, and natural brother and depo- 
ser of Pedro, justly surnamed the Cruel. 

The fate of Sir Lorenzo, the real Tiusband of the 
queen, remained involved in mystery : that he was 
not dead at the time of her second nuptials, as sir 
Fernando had artfully reported, was confidently 
believed by many, though that he had not been long 
allowed to survive them, was a pretty general idea, 
in consequence of his being no more heard of, an 
idea which heightened the detestation with which 
the arrogancy and profligacy of his manners, and the 
undue ascendancy he had^ through his artifices, ob- 
tained over the king, caused sir Fernando to be re- 
garded. In the attainment, however, of the wealth 
and honours he coveted, and which his alliance to the 
crown enabled him readily to obtain, he strove to 
console himself for his want of popularity. 

The king, after the lapse of years, beholding no 
prospect of an increase of family, and aware of the 
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doubts entertained of the legitimacy of his daughter, 
and which might, he reflected, endanger her succes- 
sion to the throne, summoned the nobles, prelates, 
and principal citizens of the kingdom, to Lisbon, and 
there compelled them to swear obedience to her, and 
pledge themselves to secure her succession. 

This oath, however, was considered by many of 
too compulsatory a nature to be binding : it is pro- 
bable, however, had the issue of this unlawful mar- 
riage been a boy, they would have been more incli- 
ned towards him, as they would not then have beheld 
the same prospect of being under the dominion of 
Castile, and which, rather than submit to, they almost 
preferred death ; the natives of the respective coun- 
tries hating each other at that time with the utmost 
inveteracy, and carrying on their wars against each 
other with the greatest bitterness and rancour. 

Besides, their aversion to the yoke was still further 
increased, by the impolitic conduct of the Castilians 
at this period, who, yielding to their natural haughti- 
ness and dislike to them, a haughtiness, augmented 
by the readiness with which the king of Portugal 
had given his daughter to their'sovereign, though but 
a short while before he had declared himself his foe, 
scrupled not, whenever they now met, to already be- 
gin to domineer over them, and remind them that the 
period was approaching, in which, from the union of 
the two kingdoms, they should have still greater op- 
portunities of treating them as they pleased. 

From these and a variety of other causes, they 
conceived the design, even previous to the death of 
the king, of resisting his daughter's succession to the 
crown. 

Their eyes were turned upon Don John, his natu- 
ral brother, and, as has already been mentioned, grand 
master of the religious order of Avis, still in the very 
fipwer of his days, and possessed of all those accom- 



r 

i 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 191 

plishments calculated to obtain esteem and admira- 
tion. «" 

Still, however, their impulse in his favour was 
checked by the certainty of his illegitimacy, and their 
only a suspicion of that of the lady Beatrice. This 
only obstacle however, to his investment with the regal 
dignity, was removed a few days after the decease of 
the king, by the unexpected appearance of Sir Lo- 
renzo, from a mysterious confinement in Spain, and 
which confirming the illegitimacy of the lady Bea- 
trice, the majority of the people no longer hesitated 
how to act, declaring, since the crown had fallen be- 
tween two natural children, they would choose the 
one from whose rule they beheld the greatest pros- 
pect of reaping advantage; and, accordingly, pro- 
ceeding in a body to Don John, made him a tender 
of it. 

Such a gift, few, perhaps, at least of his time of 
life, would have had the resolution to refuse ; he joy- 
fully accepted it on the solemn conditions to which 
it was offered to him, namely, that he should be good 
and merciful, maintain strict justice, without flatter- 
ing the strong more than the weak ; forever keep 
in mind its being the gift of the people ; and unite 
hand and heart, with them, in defence of the rights 
and privileges of Portugal. 

In the mean time, preparations were making for the 
obsequies of the late king ; he was interred in the 
church of the Franciscans, at Lisbon ; and at the cere- 
mony, most of the nobility of the kingdom attended, 
in pursuance of the invitation of the Queen, and her 
kinsman, Sir Fernando Audare ; but which was gi- 
ven more for the purpose of affording him an oppor- 
tunity of addressing them, relative to the recent pro- 
ceedings, of which he was well informed, and calling 
upon them to unite in supporting the claims of the 
lady Beatrice, than out of any respect to the decea- 
sed. 
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" The grand master of Avis was likewise jareJfeta 
as also many from Coimbra, Oporto, and Ofcpque, 
the towns which had principally declared in his fa- 
vour. 

Notwithstanding their presence, however, DonFer- 
nando persevered in his intention of haranguing the 
nobility in behalf of the youig Queen, as soon as the 
funeral was over. W. 

Little attention, however, wits paid to what he said, 
his haughtiness and tyranny jpreventing his having 
many partizans : besides, the Sorrors of a civil war, 
in which they clearly perceived they should involve 
the country, by interfering in the business, were too 
dreadful to the imagination of the few inclined to 
hearken \o him, not to determine them to . do no 
more than remain neuter. 

With a heart full of gloomy presages, in conse- 
quence of the indifference with which his harangue 
had been received, he returned with the queen to her 
residence. 

In the mean time, exasperated at his conduct, the 
friends of Don John repaired from the church of the 
Franciscans to the cathedral* of St. Dominick, to de- 
liberate on the subject. 

From the measures he was pursuing, they were 
unanimous in thinking that if they did not immediate- 
ly take the field against him, they might be disap- 
pointed of seeing the crown upon the head of him 
they had chosen to reign over them ; and according- 
ly resolved on his immediate death, as a traitor to his 
country ; one who had, both in the present and many 
other instances, evinced himself an enemy to its in- 
terests and honour, but especially in the shameful 
peace which he had prevailed on the late king to con- 
sent to with the king of Castile ; to whom, after send- 
ing his challenge, on. account, as he averred, of his 
two cousins, the daughters of Pedro, and married the 
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^ eldest, Constance, to the duke of Lancaster, and the 
other, Isabella, to his royal brother, the earl of Cam- 
bridge, and whose heritage he pretended he unlawful^ 
ly kept from them, he suddenly evinced a disinclina- 
tion to meet, notwithstanding his having received a 
large re-enforcement of men at arms from England; 
and which disgraceful conduct was entirely imputed 
to the councils of Don Fernando, whose predilection 
to Spain, in consequence, it was supposed, of being 
secretly in her pay, was notorious. 

They accordingly proceeded in a body with Don 
John at their head, whose ambition was by this time 
too much inflamed to allow of his hesitating at any 
step likely to secure him in the sovereignty, to the 
mint, where the widowed queen, witlj. her unprinci- 
pled kinsman then resided. 

The efforts made to oppose their entrance were 
,soon defeated ; and, in a tumultuous body, they en- 
tered the apartment of the lady, who terrified at their 
appearance, cast herself at the feet of their leader, 
and with uplifted hands, conjured him to have mercy 
on her. " 

Her supplications were attended to : Don John 
lost no time in assuring her, on her own account she 
had nothing to dread, the sole object of their coming 
thither being to inflict that summary punishment on 
the traitor, Don Fernando, which he had merited, 
and deprive the king of Castile of that dangerous ad- 
vocate which he had too long had in that country. 

In vain she attempted to plead for him : the long 
suspended sword of justice was at length unsheathed 
— spite of her tears and entreaties, he was dragged 
from the hiding-place to which his fears had hurried 
him, and sacrificed to that vengeance his crimes had 
provoked. 

Terrified at his fate, she entreated permission, and 
readily obtained it ? to retire to Seville ; and confirm- 
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ed, on her arrival there, the reports that had preceded 
her of the revolt of the Portuguese. 

The rage and surprise of the king were unuttera- 
ble, having, from the moment of his marriage with 
Beatrice, made himself as sure of the kingdom, as if 
from that period it had actually been in his posses- 
sion. He. immediately deputed two noblemen of dis- 
tinguished abilities, to proceed thither, for the pur- 
pose of endeavouring to bring them back to their al- 
legiance, and levying on the inhabitants of Lisbon, as 
the first indication of his resentment, the sum which 
had been promised him with the princess, but which, 
as yet, he had not received ; and with these it was 
whom the unhappy Ferdinand resolved to leave Se- 
ville, in order to give Elvina a proof of his being no 
longer the dupe of her supposed artifices — a resolu- 
tion which he found no difficulty in accomplishing, 
but which seemed so strange, so singular to the mar- 
quis, at such a juncture, that he could not forbear 
pressing to know the real cause of it, almost persua- 
ded he had not assigned it, when he mentioned a 
wish to revisit Portugal as the motive of it. 

In vain, however, he urged its disclosure ; 'pride, 
generosity, and lingering tenderness, alike guarded 
the secret. Don Ferdinand could neither bear to ac- 
knowledge that he had been deceived, nor yet that 
Elvina had been the deceiver ; and leaving it to time 
to explain what his father was so desirous of learning, 
but which, besides, to acknowledge to him now, he 
reflected, could answer no other end than to un- 
necessarily agitate and alarm him, departed for 
Lisbon. 



CHAP. XIII. 



Turn not to thought my brain, but let me find 
Some unfrequented shade, there lay me down, 
And let forgetful dulness steal upon me, 
To soften and assuage this pain of thinking. 

Row*. 

In the mean while, unconscious of what had hap* 
pened, Elvina listened with astonishment to Don Ro- 
dolph, who instead of pleading guiky to the charges 
•advanced against him, and declaring his readiness to 
acknowledge Dorinda, solemnly asserted his inno- 
cence, and denied her having any legal claim what- 
ever upon him. 

" At the dutchess of Tarazona's, as she herself had 
mentioned, their acquaintance," he said, " had first 
commenced ; but transcendant as her beauty was, a 
previous attachment to another object," and at these 
words he raised his eyes to the countenance of the 
lovely Elvina, with an expression that excited a blush 
of mingled confusion and anger, " had prevented his 
experiencing any great emotion at the sight of it: 
but though it had failed, from the above cause, of in- 
spiring him with a warmer feeling than admiration, 
he was led, from the way in which she evidently 
courted them, and the interesting softness of her man- 
ners, to pay her the most particular attentions, atten- 
tions which he confessed his persevering in, till awa- 
kened to a sense of their impropriety, as he meant 
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nothing serious by them, in consequence of some ex^ 
pressions which dropt from her, indicative of a belief 
to the contrary. 

" To his infinite surprise and regret," he continu- 
ed, " the alteration in his conduct was followed by a 
torrent of reproaches, in which she at once accused 
him of having trifled with her affections, and betray- 
ed the interested motives to which her wish for , his 
alliance was owing. „ 

44 In order to rid himself of these reproaches, he 
had shortened his visit to his iriend, and returning to 
Seville, shortly lost sight of her, in the variety of pur- 
suits and avocations in which he was there engaged, 
till her idea was unexpectedly revived in his mind 
the preceding day, by a letter from her, conjuring 
him to meet her at night in the church of St. Ilde- 
fonso, in order to afford her his assistance, in extri- 
cating her from a situation of the greatest embarrass- 
ment and peril, in which an elopement from the pro- 
tection of the dutchess of Tarazona, owing to the ty- 
ranny of that lady, had involved her. 

44 Not doubting the truth of this statement, from 
not suspecting her possessed of the consummate art,'' 
he continued, 44 which I have now ascertained her 
being, I suffered myself to be prevailed on to do as 
she requested ; but had scarcely met her, ere, in an 
affected fright, artfully intended, as you*U perceive by 
what followed, for the purpose of drawing me still 
further on, she stopt short in the particulars she ap- 
peared on the point of communicating, and telling me 
she heard some one approaching, and must therefore 
instantly leave me, desired me, in the course of a 
little time, to come to the window of her apartment, 
which she particularly described to me, and she 
would admit me through it. 

44 I obeyed, anxious to know what service I could 
render her, and curious, besides, I confess, to leara 
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fcy what means, Jffce obtained an asylum in your pa- 
lace ; but had'-scarcely entered the chamber, when, 
dropping the mask entirely, she unequivocally in- 
formed me that her object in alluring me to it was, 
to place me is a situation that would give colour to 
the allegations she designed to make against me, 
should I still persist in refusing to realize the ex- 
pectations which she insisted I had raised in her 
mind by my attentions to her. 

44 As soon as I had recovered from the astonish- 
ment into which the hardiness of her conduct threw 
me, I entreated her to recollect herself; and with ant 
admonition to her, not, in trying to injure me, to riyn^ 
herself irretrievably, was on die point of retiring,^ 
when, seizing my arm, she uttered these piercings 
cries, which, as she intended, drew you and J#ur 
companion to the chamber. Just as you entered it, 
I succeeded in effecting my escape ; but had hardly- 
done so, ere I regretted not having remained, con- 1 
vinced of the advantage she would take of my pre-^ 
cipitate retreat. -^™ 

44 Anxious to exculpate myself in your eyes, I was 
revolving the mode I should adopt for that purpose, 
when I had the honour of receiving your letter, desi- 
ring to see me here this evening, and which left me 
no longer at a loss how to act. 

46 Should I have failed of proving my innocence, of 
acquitting myself of the charges brought against me, 
let me be confronted with my fair accuser; and 
should she then persist in her statement, or be able 
to produce the priest who performed the ceremony 
she asserts to have taken place, I shall no longer at- 
tempt to disprove it. n 

This was too reasonable a request not immediately 
to be attended to, by the wondering Elvina, who, lost 
in a maze of perplexity, knew not what to think or 
what to doubu She accordingly led the way to the 
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chamber of Dorinda ; but, instead offending her there, 
as she had expected, anxiously waiting her approach, 
to learn the result of her conference with Don Ro- 
dolph, or see him prostrate himself at her feet, the 
apartment was empty, and she was db the point of 
quitting, it, to seek her elsewhere, when a folded bil- 
let, on a table, catching her eye, she glanced at it, and 
perceiving it superscribed to herself, hastily caught it 
up, and breaking the seal, read, with a degree of sur- 
prise that for a few minutes robbed her of the use of 
her faculties, the following lines : — 
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TO THE LAD Y EL VWA. 



"I find I arrogated too much to my- 
\ Ifelf, when I imagined I should have courage to per- 
Jvl sist in the plan I laid down for myself to pursue : at 
flpthe thoughts of meeting the angry glances of Don 
Rodolph's speaking eye, of encountering his just re- 
sentment, of repeating to his face my cruel assertions 
against him, my resolution falters ; and, at length, 
induces me to fly, as the only way of extricating my- 
self from the embarrassments in which premeditated 
falsehood has involved me* 

u Yes, lovely Elvina, with mingled shame and re- 
morse, I now confess the tale I addressed to your 
pitying ear was nothing but a tissue of falsehoods ; to 
the hand of Don Rodolph I had never any claim, 
though from the first moment I beheld him, it was 
the most ardent wish of my heart to obtain it ; and 
through his means be released from the painful fet- 
ters of dependance* 

" Rendered desperate by the disappointment of 
this wish — a wish which various circumstances un- 
happily led me to cherish, as one likely to be accom- 
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plished, I determined to hesitate at nothing likely to 
effect it; and, in consequence, had recourse to the 
falsehoods with which I abused your ear — falsehoods 
in which there certainly was as much of folly as of 
temerity, since Fcan now perceive how very impro- 
bable it was, that what Don Rodolph could not be 
tempted to by love, he would hate been awed into 
by threats. 

" Should I have occasioned the suspension of your 
favourable opinion of him, an opinion of which h6 
it eminently deserving, this, I trust, will be the means 
«tf restoring him to it : to think my confession will 
undo the mischief I may have done, is the only con- 
solation I can look to. 

" With ten thousand thanks, ten thousand bles- 
sings, for the goodness experienced in it, I .fly this 
castle, to bury, in a very different asylum, my sor- 
rows and my shame. — Yes, though I abused your 
generosity, my heart was deeply sensible of it; and 
the least of my afflictions is not that of no more be- 
holding that angelic countenance, still beaming with 
mildness and compassion — no more hearing those 
soft accents, so indicative of sensibility. But time 
presses— another minute, and I may not be able to 
escape from the terrors I dread — Farewell, therefore,, 
lovely and amiable Elvina, farewell for ever ! 

DoRINDA." 



Nothing short perhaps of this self-acknowledg- 
ment of it, from the appearance of ingenuousness 
with which she had related her story, could ultimate-; 
ly have succeeded in persuading Elvina of the false- 
hood of the fair Dorinda. Now* however, to har-t 
bour a doubt of it> was impossible ; and* with min- 
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gled astonishment and regret, she reviewed her con- 
duct—astonishment that one so young should have 
been capable of such duplicity, and regret, that a be- 
ing, so eminently endowed by nature, should have so 
misapplied the gifts bestowed on her*.. 

But from the reflections it occasioned, she was 
quickly rpused by Don Rodolph,. who, having avail- 
ed himself of the letter dropping froni her trembling 
hand, to take it up, and read it, now threw himself at 
her feet, and, in an impassioned voice, called upon 
her to complete the happiness his acquittal gave him, 
by an assurance that it had fully succeeded m -re- 
establishing him in her good opinion. 

Shrinking back, Elvina coldly replied, the remem- 
brance of the past being awakened in her mind by 
. his present air and manner—" That as far as he had 
been injured in it, by the assertions of the unhappy 
Dorinda, he was now restored to it ;" then insisting 
on his letting her pass, and indicating a wish for his 
immediate departure from the castle, she quitted the 
apartment, impatient at once to relieve herself from 
his presence, and relate to Olivia what had hap- 
pened. 

She met her coming from a remote part of the 
castle, where, during this time, she had been engaged 
in a private conference with the father Abbot. 

Her surprise at the communication of Elvina equal- 
led that which Elvina herself felt on the subject; 
the fair Dorinda, from her appearance and manner, 
being one of the last beings on earth whose truth 
and sincerity she could have doubted. 

With the astonishment she experienced at her con- 
duct, was mingled a deep regret at not knowing 
the place to which she had flown, " that by our kind- 
ness," she said, " we might have mitigated her an- 
guish—by our councils strengthened her returning 
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virtue, and assisted her to regain the path from 
which she so unhappily suffered herself to deviate." 

In this regret, the tender, the feeling Elvina too 
sincerely participated, not to determine on doing 
every thing in her power to discover her. The sor- 
rows of a contrite heart were to her inexpressibly 
interesting; and the difficulties, besides, to which 
her apparently unprotected state might expose her, 
too obvious not to render her anxious in the ex* 
treme to trace her — that worldly want, at least, might 
not embitter, or endanger her penitence. 

But from dwelling on what her present sufferings 
might possibly be, she was quickly diverted by the 
letter of Don Ferdinand — a letter which, from its 
cruel contents, so overwhelmed her with anguish, as 
to render her nearly incapable, for a time, of any ex> 
ertion. 

Great as had been her previous sufferings, yet, till 
now, from the feelings it excited, she conceived she 
had never fully tasted of sorrow : excruciating as 
were the pangs inflicted by the thoughts of being 
lorn from him by the hand of fate, yet still, at times, 
they were mitigated, by the idea of retaining his 
•steexn and admiration— of her memory being for- 
ever cherished in his heart, with love and reve- 
, rence. 

But now no such soothing idea— no such conso- 
ling hope remained— and, in her anguish, at being de- 
prived of it, she abandoned herself to all the horrors 
of despair. 

Her first impulse, after the perusal of his cruel 
letter, was to attempt her own justification; but she 
^abandoned the intention, on reflecting that it was one 
in which she could not persevere, without running the 
risk of endangering his life— that life so precious to 
Iter ; since in the explanation that must take place to 
accomplish it, all that had passed between Don Ro~ 
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dolph and Dorinda must be disclosed ; and from her 
knowledge of his disposition, she was convinced even 
a hint on the subject would be sufficient to provoke 
inquiries from him, which probably irritated, as the 
haughty and vindictive Rodolph was already against 
him, in consequence of knowing him to be a favoured 
rival, might lead to the renewal of hostilities between 
them. 

In vain th# sympathizing Olivia endeavoured to 
support her under this new affliction ; her heart was 
incapable of admitting consolation for it— no argu- 
ment—no attention, could mitigate the anguish im- 
parted by the idea of being lost to the esteem— to 
the regard of him, whose esteem, whose regards, 
were so invaluable to her, whom, till life's last throb, 
she felt she should adore. 

As soon as she was sufficiently recovered from the 
rude shock his cruel and unexpected accusation had 
given her, to be able to collect her thoughts again, 
she would immediately have carried her previous 
resolution of retiring to a convent into effect, but 
that, ere renunciation of the world, it was requisite 
some certain arrangements should be made. 

Previous to her entering a convent, she had deter- 
mined on the resignation of her estates to the next 
heir, and to his uninterrupted enjoyment of which, it 
was necessary that she herself should put him in for- 
mal possession. 

She was therefore^ on this account, as his residence 
was at a considerable distance from the castle, com- 
pelled to linger yet a litde longer, in a world of which 
the destruction of every fond and flattering hope— 
every hope, on the realization of which her heart re^ 
posed for happiness and tranquillity, had already, 
young as she was, rendered her completely tired — a 
world which she appeared to have entered but to ex- 
perience sorrow, or check the inordinate wishes of 
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covetousness and ambition, by proving that happi- 
ness is not always to be found in the society of birth 
and riches, as some falsely imagine, or the condition 
of mankind so unequal, as, in the repining spirit of 
discontent, is asserted by many, a thousand accidents 
continually crossing the path of the affluent as well 
as humble, to chequer their days, and embitter the 
enjoyments afforded by fortune. 

Three weeks had now passed away, since the re- 
ceipt of Don Ferdinand's cruel letter, but without 
any diminution of the pangs it had occasioned his> 
lovely mistress : her languid eye— her fading cheek — ; 
the tears with which, in spite of her efforts to re- 
strain them, it was incessantly bedewed, all tended to 
evince them as keen as ever ; when, one evening, as 
lost in agonizing thought, she was slowly pacing, by 
herself, the distant hall, in which she had once been 
so terrified, and through the pointed casement of 
which, the moon, already rising, poured her silver 
light, while the folding doors at its extremity, thrown 
open, admitted a partial view of the embowering 
shades of the garden, well calculated, from their 
deepening gloom, to heighten the pensive influence of 
the hour, she was suddenly startled by something 
flitting past it, and hastening to the door, beheld the 
mysterious being to whom was owing her having 
been so, retreating from it amidst the trees* 

Impelled by curiosity— *by the recollection of the 
emotion betrayed by the deceased duke, while listen- 
ing to her account of the affair, an emotion, which, 
both then and since, whenever thought of, excited a 
suspicion, that in ascribing it entirely to the contri- 
vance of Don Rodolph, he was not sincere ; perhaps 
by a feeling also, that rendered, at the moment, die 
idea of the terrific not unpleasing to her, she imme- 
diately pursued him ; but, after keeping him in view 
through a considerable part of the garden, suddenly 
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lost sight of him, amidst the ruins of a triumphal 
arch, a venerable monument of Roman grandeur and 
antiquity, enclosed between rude rocks, overrun with 
wild plants and thickets, and which, from its pictu- 
resque effect, amidst the surrounding scenery, had 
been allowed to remain : a wilderness spread beyond, 
clustering towards its extremity, into deep masses of 
long-protracted shade, impervious to the noontide 
ray, and, from their solemn, their unbroken .gloom, 
breathing a brown horror over the whole* 

The here thinly scattered trees permitted her to 
see to some distance, and having glanced through 
them, without being able to catch a glimpse of him, 
she retreated within the arch, from which she had 
advanced a little way in quest of him, and acciden- 
tally looking into a kind of recess, into which it was 
hollowed at one side, perceived a door, of which, till 
then, she had no knowledge, lying open. Somewhat 
impatiently advancing to it, she beheld a narrow de- 
scent of broken stone steps beyond, covered in many 
places with grass and weeds. For a moment she 
stood hesitating ; then, almost persuaded it was by 
this way the mysterious stranger had vanished from 
her view, and urged on by a resistless impulse to 
pursue the adventure, she ventured to descend, -and 
at the bottom, found herself before the entrance of a 
cave, with the existence of which, like that of the 
door above, she, till then, was unacquainted. 

Impelled onward by the feeling which had led her 
so far, she advanced into it, and nearly opposite be- I 
held a kind of low arch, through which a languid I 
sunbeam played on the rugged ground, and to which 
hastily approaching, as if fearful, if she paused a 
moment, her courage might forsake her, a circum- 
stance she felt convinced she should afterwards re- 
gret, she discovered a small chapel beyond, evident- 
ly cut in the solid rock, the giving way, in many 
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places, of the black marble, with which it was lined, 
discovering its natural incrustation, and containing 
an altar and tomb, both also of the same coloured 
marble ; a window of stained glass rose immediately 
above the former, and at the latter, with her back to 
the entrance, knelt a female figure, covered with a 
long mourning. ^ 

With a degree of surprise, or rather astonishment, 
at what she saw, which rooted her to the spot, Elvi* 
na cast har eyes round her ; but chiefly was her at- 
tention attracted by the kneeling lady, from whose 
fixed attitude, but for the deep sighs she every now 
and then gave utterance to, she probably would have 
beeii led to believe her a figure belonging to the 
tomb. 

But if her astonishment was great before she saw 
her face, how was it increased, when, on her slowly 
rising from the ground, and half turning, she reveal- 
ed to her the features of Olivia. 

With a shriek, which echoed through the place, 
she pronounced her name, and tottering forward, 
fell, nearly overpowered by the feelings this strange 
discovery excited, against the tomb. 

Olivia hastened to her support, but with the ut- 
most wildness of look and gesture ; and raising her 
by the arm — " Oh, Heavens !" she exclaimed, ".is it 
possible ? — do I indeed behold you here ? — How dis- 
covered you this place ?— or by what means were you 
led hither V 9 - 

" By most mysterious ones indeed," replied Elvi- 
na, a little recovering herself, but still retaining all 
the paleness,, the wildness of amazement. 

" Mysterious ones !" repeated Olivia, emphatical- 
ly,, and regarding her still more earnestly ; u explain 
yourself !" 

44 Say first," rejoined Elvina, " why I find you 
Jiere— or rather, why the secrecy observed respecting 
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your coming hither ? — whose the tomb over .which 
you have been mourning ? — who the being for whom, 
but in secret, you allow yourself to breathe the sigh 
of sorrow.*' 

" You shall hear all," returned Olivia, in a solemn 
tone, and recovering, in a degree, her wonted air of 
dignified composure : " Afte/- what you have dis- 
covered, it would be folly to attempt refusing to you 
die explanation you require— -an explanation which, 
believe me, you cannot be more anxious to receive 
than I to give ; so grievous, so oppressive to my 
feelings, has been the secrecy to which I have been 
compelled for years ; but, ere I can attempt entering 
upon it, I must again inquire, by what means you 
were led to trace me here ?" 

Elvina, as succinctly as emotion would permit, in- 
formed her. 

For a minute after, evidently wrapt in amazement, 
Olivia remained without speaking : then, with up- 
lifted hands and eyes — " Oh God !" she said, u how 
wonderful are thy ways ! for, whether by supernatu- 
ral or human means led hither, still, by what has 
happened, I can perceive it is thy divine will, that 
my long tortured heart should be unfolded to her 
view, and, thinking so, can have no hesitation on the 
subject : but," again addressing herself to the won- 
dering Elvina, and with something of returning wild- 
ness, " let us leave this cell of death, ere I proceed 
to gratify your curiosity ; for shapes of terror pre- 
sent themselves to my fancy in its murky gloom, 
and sounds of horror seem to strike upon my fearful 
ear !" 

Alarmed by her looks, still more by her expres- 
sions, Elvina hastily led the way from it, but with 
feelings so subdued, by the wild conjectures they gave 
rise to, that, on regaining the arch, she had scarcely 
courage to cast a glance through the twilight gloom, 
which, by this time, enveloped \U 



I 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 207 

With her agitated and trembling companion, she 
hastened forward, and, now that the ardour of ro- 
mantic impulse had subsided, beheld, with wonder, 
and a kind of shuddering sensation, the distance she 
had come in pursuit of the mysterious stranger* 

Almost fearful she should discover him gliding 
through the gloom, or stealing forward from some 
one of the lonely buildings scattered through the 
garden, she scarcely ventured to look on either side* 

The melancholy rustling of the boughs in the 
freshened air, the low murmurs of the breeze itself, 
the sudden flitting of the bat across the path, and 
the hoarse screams of the howlet, from its ivy-man- 
tled haunt, did not tend to lessen this superstitious 
dread — a dread more painful, from being almost new 
to her, till the present moment* 

But the instant she regained the castle, it was lost 
in the anxiety she felt for the promised relation of 
Olivia : seating herself beside her, with inward agi- 
tation, she prepared to listen to particulars, in which, 
from the expression that prefaced them, she had rea- 
son to believe herself deeply interested* 
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CHAP. XIV. 



Our youth is like the dream of the hunter on the hill of heath; 
he sleeps in the mild beams of the sun ; but he awakes amidst a 
Storm ; the red lightning flies around ; and the trees shake their 
heads to the wind. He looks back with joy on the day of the 
sun, and the pleasant* dreams of his rest 

OSSIAV. 

"I can perceive by your manner," said Olivia, 
" that in the communication I am- about making, you 
feel a persuasion of being more than slightly concern- 
ed; nor will you find yourself mistaken? bat ere I 
enter upon those particulars which immediately con- 
cern you to know, 'tis necessary to touch upon others 
not so directly interesting," Then, after a transient 
pause, evidently occasioned by that emotion which 
the retrospect of sorrow awakens, she thus proceed- 
ed : 

i *The gloomy shades of night were descending 
fast, when in journeying across the Pyrenees, a young 
knight and his squire found themselves bewildered 
in the difficult and dangerous passes of these moun- 
tains ; deep woods rendered impenetrable to the eye 
by the darkness of the hour, spread around them; 
and their awful shudderings, as the breezes swept 
through them, mingled with the howlings of distant 
wolves, and the angry noise of dashing torrents, ren- 
dered still more unpleasant the sensation produced 
by the circumstance. 

"irresolute how to act, whether to remain station* 
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ary till morning, or by advancing run the risk of en* 
countering perhaps more certain danger, they had 
nearly checked their horses, when suddenly a long 
streaming beam of light came trembling through the 
glopm ; hailing it as their polar star, they directly ad- 
vanced in the direction in which it -came; and after 
penetrating a little way through the trees, found 
themselves before the gates. of an ancient edifice, ri- 
sing high above them— gates which were instantly 
thrown open, on their request for admission ; and 
while the attendant was committed to the care of the 
domestics, the knight was conducted to the hall, 
where the noble owners of the castle, together with 
their son, a youth nearly the age of the knight him- 
self, were seated at supper. 

u Their reception of him was at once polite and 
hospitable, such as in a few minutes to make him 
feel himself perfectly at home ; and the gratitude it 
inspired was still further increased, by a pressing in- 
vitation to remain where he was, till entirely recover- 
ed from the fatigue he gave them to understand he 
had lately gone through, an invitation which his im- 
rnediate prepossession in their favour, or rather the 
-wish it excited for an opportunity of cultivating their 
friendship, induced him to accept. 

All around him wore an appearance of magnifi- 
cence, but a magnificence too evidently on thfc de- 
cline, not rather to chill than exalt the feelings. The 
rich tapestry with which the walls were hung, wore 
the faded hue of neglect and time ; the portraits of 
the ancient chieftains of the family seemed ready to 
fall from their once burnished frames ; the velvet 
coverings of the couches were moth-eaten ; the or- 
naments of the fretted roof decayed ; the attendants, 
though numerous, were indifferently clad ; and all, 
in short, appeared indicative of one of these mourn- 
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ful revolutions in the fortunes of the house, from 
which none are exempt* 

44 Led, by the sympathetic feeling the persuasion 
of this excited, to observe still more attentively his 
entertainers, Sir Lorenzo, so this young knight was 
named, soon fancied he perceived strong indications 
of unhappiness in their looks and manner, evident 
proofs of their not being in possession of that felicity, 
which, as far as he could judge, they appeared emi- 
nently deserving of. 

44 At length the hour for retiring arrived, and 
with a mind oppressed with melancholy sensations, 
he was conducted to the chamber prepared for him, 
and there left to his repose ; but this was by no means 
as perfect as from his fatigue might have been ex- 
pected ; the impression made on his mind, by the 
events of the day, affected him while sleeping ; and, 
at an early hour, he ~ gladly abandoned his restless 
couch, for the enjoyment of the morning air, the con- 
templation of the various beauties that attend the 
opening dawn. 

44 The clouds breaking from the mountains, draw- 
ing their misty veil from the face of nature, and re- 
vealing her in blushes, presented a sight to his en- 
chanted eye, which, accompanied as it was by the 
warbtmgs of early birds, the faint and nearly indis- 
tinct tin k lings of distant sheep-bells, and the respon- 
sive lowings of cattle from the deep vallies scattered 
among these mountains, elevated him to rapture. 

44 Impatient to enjoy at large the charms of the 
hour, he descended to the court of the castle, whence 
he had a perfect view of the building, which the hour 
at which he had gained admission to it prevented his 
then having ; and by the morning beam that played 
upon its rude old battlements, and with transitory 
splendour lighted up its antique windows, perceived 
that it was only at a distance Vs. co\x\4 a^?ar fornu- 
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liable, the dilapidations of time being every where 
preceptible. 

" But from the contemplation of its mouldering 
grandeur he was quickly called by the surrounding 
scenery, which, as the sun ascended, displayed every 
Moment new beauties. Here his beams streaming 
through the divisions in the mountains, showed their 
t}ue perspective, and chequered the intervals between 
them with gold ;— there the light falling strong be- 
hind the casde, brought distant objects to view, 
through the€^tered walls of its remote towers. 

44 Wrapt in tne feelings it inspired — feelings he in- 
voluntarily contrasted with the languid ones produ- 
ced by thAlull and unvarying pleasures of magnifi- 
cence, Sir Lorenzo wandered onward, almost un- 
consciously, <B1 he came. to a green platform, mid- 
way a steep and hollow path, winding to the bottom 
of the acclivity on which the castle stood, and imme- 
diately before the mouth of a cave, overgrown with 
ivy and fern, intermingled with myrtles, jessamine, 
and other luxuriant and odoriferous shrubs, and 
where the humming of the mountain bee met his de- 
lighted ear, luxuriating in the wild sweets that over- 
spread the cliffs, and which here shooting to an im- 
mense height, were rendered still more picturesque 
by the goats that browzed upon them, and here and 
there, leaning down tfce steep abyss, seemed to hang 
in air. 

44 Here spread on either side the dusky forest^ of 
intermingled beech, pine, and chesnut, whose savage 
wildness, and fearful gloom, had appeared so terrific 
to his imagination the preceding night ; nor could 
he wonder at the effect their brown horrors had then 
had upon it, since even now they were appalling. 

44 He was about examining the cave, when the 
sight of a lady, in an attitude of devotion, at a rude 
altar nearly opposite the entrance^ c\\^0^^\CvaxSx^s^ 



i 



*1* HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

advancing into it ; but as he was drawing bacl 
was recalled by the voice of his interesting hoi 
Donna Clara. 

4 Let me not prevent your inspection of this ro 
tic spot, chevalier,' she said, hastening towards 
and inviting him by her gestures to enter ; * Tis 
vourite haunt of mine, yet not so much on accot 
the magnificence of its prospects, or the delig 
refuge it affords in the warm seasons from the 
pressive heats, as from its having been the favo 
retreat of my lost daughter; all tha^ftes it th 
of a hermitage was of her designin^rnere she 
ed to inhale the sweets 6f early day, amid s< 
which could not fail of elevating the feelfcg hes 
the Creator, here to offer up her orisons, and inc 
those calm sensations, those soothing reflections, 
kened in the mind by contemplating his benefio 
Here, too, she equally loved to linger, wher 
moonbeams looked in at the cave, and all ar< 
seemed to harmonize with her ►feelings : but I fo 
chevalier, that these are particulars, which, as a sf 
ger, could not be at all interesting to you.' 

"Sir Lorenzo politely requested to assure h< 
the contrary — ' Whatever could recall the membr 
departed worth or genius, must ever,' he said, * b 
teresting to the heart of sensibility.' 

" After an examination of flhis favourite spot 
returned with her to the castle, involuntarily mu 
as he proceeded, on the innumerable affliction 
this life ; for to that indelible grief which he was 
suaded a heart like hers must feel at the loss of 
dear connexion, was united, he felt almost painJ 
convinced, from the observations he had made, tl 
anxieties inseparable from an embarrassed situati 

4 But thus,' pursuing the melancholy reflectioi 

sighed to himself, 4 do misfortunes, likcwaves rol 

after waves, often rapidly succeed each other* d 

fating the. Jiuman heart, and vfxecV«v^cv^icv\iOY 
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44 In their way to the breakfast-room, they passed 
through a hall hung with family portraits ; the pic- 
ture of a young female, in the garb of a novice, sucU 
denly caught his attention ; there was something m 
the expression of the countenance which interested 
his feelings, and his looks, ever true to these feelings, 
now eloquently expressed them. 

44 You seem pleased, sir knight, with that portrait,* 
said Donna Clara, also pausing, and with a melan- 
choly smile. 

4 Say rather, charmed,' returned Jie, in an impas- 
sioned tone, 'the meekness, the sweetness of that 
countenance, are to me far beyond either brilliancy 
of colouring, or regularity of features. 5 

4 It is to me indeed attractive,' said Donna Clara, 
'.but you will not wonder at that when I inform you, 
that'— her voice faltering as she spoke— 4 that is the 
portrait of the daughter I lament.' 

44 At these words, Sir Lorenzo drew back, with 
something of sacred reverence in his look, in order 
to have a still better view of it ; then turning to the 
sorrowing mother— 4 Had I been capable before,' he 
cried, 4 of wondering at your regrets, that wonder 
would now have ceased.' 

44 But not to exhaust your patience," continued Oli-i 
via' " by too minute a detail, suffice it to say, that a 
kind of tender reverence, for the memory of her lost 
daughter, was exciteB in the romantic mind of the 
young knight, by the particulars which Donna Clara 
gave him of her ; and with sensations such as the 
pensive pilgrim approaches the shrine of a worship- 
ped saint, he more than once again sought opportune 
ties of viewing her resemblance* 

44 At length he bade adieu to his kind entertainers, 
impressed with the liveliest sentimeqts of esteem and 
gratitude for them, and not without an assurance of 
regard on (heir side* At the moment of parting, he 
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took from his bosom a miniature of himself, which 
had belonged to a sister just deceased, and to receive 
whose last sigh had been the occasion of the journey 
to France, from which- he was now returning, and 
presenting it to Donna Clara, entreated her accep- 
tance of it, as a memento of his esteem, and a proof 
of the sincerity of his wish to retain a place in her re- 
membrance. 

" He departed, rich in hope v sanguine in expecta- 
tion ; but he was fated to disappointment. In little 
more than a year after his introduction to the castle, 
he again found himself in its vicinity, lost to all, but 
a proud consciousness of not meriting the injuries he 
had met with. 

" Brooding o'er these injuries, meditating revenge, 
he could not think of approaching its kind inmates; 
but though withheld by the agitation and distraction 
of his mind from appearing before them, he was in- 
duced, by the grateful feelings of his heart, to be mi- 
nute in his inquiries concerning them ; and to his ut- 
ter grief and dismay, learned, from the master of the 
little post-house in their neighbourhood, where about 
sunset he had been compelled to stop for the night, 
on account of his exhausted steed, that soon after his 
being at the castle, its youthful heir was carried off by 
a contagious disorder; and ere his grave was well 
closed over him, his unhappv. mother had fallen a 
victim to the sorrow occasion© by his death ; * leav- 
ing the poor old count,' added the host — but Sir Lo- 
renzo heard no more; he could easily picture to him- 
self what his destifclfcipn must be at this double loss, 
and rushed from thT house, in order to conceal the 
feelings excited by the afflicting information. 

" Tears, which burning indignation had long sus- 
pended, now gushed in torrents from him, at the sor- 
rows of the , count; but though even to agony he 
mourned them, his inability to administer consolation, 
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as well as the unsettled state of his mind unfitting him 
for social conversation, still opposed his repairing to 
the castle. 

44 Unconsciously, however^ the impetuosity of his 
-' feelings had hurried him towards it ; ere he was 
aware, he found himself before its shaded walls ; the 
' gates were open, and dark ; 90 directive ray now came 
streaming from its antique towers ; the gloom of 
night, heightened by that of seeming desolation, al- 
ready enveloped them; no murmur but that of the 
wind was abroad, rustling through the trees ; all was 
dreary and silent ; all indicative of its being the house 
of mourning, the abode of sorrow. 

" Lost in painful regrets, in melancholy reflections 
on the evanescent nature of earthly happiness, Sir Lo- 
renzo remained leaning some minutes against the 
gate, when just as he was turning away, a light from 
a distant range of windows induced him to enter, 
and crossing to it, he beheld, as he had hoped, the 
count in the apartment from whence it came. The 
lights were so disposed as to afford him a perfect view 
of his countenance, and he saw from its expression his 
imagination had not magnified his sufferings ; but his 
attention was quickly drawn from him, by a female in 
another part of the room, whose countenance, the mo- 
ment he cast his eyes on it, recalled to his recollec- 
tion the picture which had so interested him ; the 
likeness was not confinf d to the features, it extended 
to the air, the very dress ; and in astonishment at so 
strong a one, he could not help feeling a wish to learn 
who she was — a wish which, after a little hesitation, 
yielding to, he entered the castle, contrary to his first 
resolve; and his name* being announced, was quickly 
admitted to the presence of the count. He was re- 
ceived with joy, but a joy evidently chastened by 
grief. The recollections his presence revived, for a 
few minutes subdued the count ; when a litde reco- 
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vered from his emotion, ' The scene, Sir Lorenzo/ 
he cried, after welcoming him again to the castle, 
4 has been changed since you were first hete; but 
thus vanish human joys ; my heart, however, though 
chilled, is still capable of receiving pleasure from the 
converse of a friend ; nor, though severe the inflic- 
tions of Heaven, am I utterly forlorn; one treasure 
still /remains,' glancing as he spoke at his companion, 
who had continued in die room, and who Sir Loren- 
zo now beheld pale, trembling, and her eyes rolling 
in tears,— 4 my daughter*' 

" Sir Lorenzo started, and with a degree of wildness 
repeated the expression.—- 4 Your daughter 1? he ex- 
claimed, regarding him as though he thought his sen- 
ses wandered— 4 Good Heavens !' 

4 I guess the cause of your emotion,' returned the 
count ; 4 you were led to believe her no longer an in- 
habitant of this world ; and indeed, at the period jtau 
were here, I considered her as dead to us, since the 
tomb could not have more effectually separated her 
from her connexions, than the cloistered walls in 
which she was then inclosed, as we conceived, for 
life ; but the irrevocable vows which would have in- 
terdicted her return to me, were not yet taken, when 
Heaven thought proper to try me, by depriving me of 
her beloved mother and brother, and from performing 
their obsequies, I hastened to snatch her to my heart, 
never, never to part again, wjiile life remains.' 

44 Sir Lorenzo listened with surprise, with some- 
thing too of regret ; former impressions began to be 
revived, and involuntarily he wished he had sooner 
known of the existence of the count's daughter ; for 
something whispered to his heart, that her parents 
would not have discouraged his addresses to her ; and 
misery of the most acute nature would have been 
spared him by a union with her. 

44 The count strenuously opposed his return to the 
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inn ; and at Wigth, Sir Lorenzo, soothed by his kind 
attentions, soothed by the idea of being in the society 
of beings who by their looks and manner, though un- 
acquainted with the anguish that preyed upon his 
heart,, appeared to sympathize in it, consented to re- 
main where he was for the night. The next day, 
however, he resolved on departing j the next day* 
however, the renewal of the arguments and entreaties 
which had then subdued his resolution, again con- 
quered it; and another, another* and another passed 
away, yet still found him in the castle. 

44 Pleasure he was not. capable of tasting any where ; 
but he there experienced what his long harassed 
feelings made him long for, tranquillity ; and like a 
mariner, who, after a tempestuous voyage, finds him- 
self on a sudden in a peaceful haven, he almost shrunk 
from the thoughts of again entering into scenes of 
tumult and warfare. Bitterly, however, he reproach- 
ed himself for deferring his departure, for yielding to 
the feelings that induced his doing so ; he had an im- 
perious duty to fulfil ; he had wrongs, which it be- 
hoved his honour to revenge ; yet still, still he suf- 
fered himself to be prevailed on to delay it, by a 
kind entreaty from the count, or a persuasive look, 
or gende request from the daughter to accompany 
her to some wild spot, some romantic solitude in the 
vicinity of the castfe. 

44 The count's prepossession in his favour, heigh- 
tened by a previous knowledge of his connexions, 
was of a nature to make him treat him more as a -be- 
loved relative, or the son of a dear friend, than as a 
stranger ; he opened his heart to him respecting his 
daughter; amidst the eulogiums which his partial 
fondness led him to lavish on her, he disclosed the 
anxiety he felt to see her secure of protection ere his 
death. 

4 In losing me,' he said, resuming the subject one 
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evening, as -with his youthful friend he^owly paced 
the ramparts, * she loses her only natural protector ; 
my wishing, therefore, to see her happily disposed of 
ere my death, cannot be wondered at, and not only 
happily, but soon, convinced as I am that I shall not 
be much longer spared to her ; no, though her filial 
attentions softened the poignancy of my anguish, they 
have not been able to prevent its becoming fatal. - I 
feel that the steps of my departure are near; that soon 
the airy halls of my fathers shall be opened toreceive 
me ; the gates of the clouds unfolded ; that for me no 
spring will return with its showers, no summer with 
its fruits, no autumn with its golden foilage, or win- 
ter with its social comforts ; and under this conviction, 
am determined, from my encreasing anxiety to have 
her secured from the dangers that await on unpro- 
tected youth and inexperience to urge more strongly 
than ever her acceptance of an overture that has re- 
cently been made, or rather repeated, for her hand, 
for hitherto she has turned a repulsive ear to every 
thing of the kind.' 

u Sir Lorenzo listened to him in silence, but a si- 
lence not free from emotion* Their walk was pursu- 
ed till they came to a lonely chamber, opening to the 
ramparts* A^s they turned into it, the Count beheld 
his daughter retreating from it, as if she hoped she 
had not been seen. 

" In advancing to the door by which she had es- 
caped, something glittering on the ground caught the 
attention of Sir Lorenzo ; he sjtooped for it, and, to 
his unutterable surprise, beheld his own miniature, 
which he had entreated her mother's acceptance of; 
the crystal was wet, and this circumstance, united to 
the precipitate manner, the air of confusion with 
which she had darted from the room, led to a vague 
suspicion, that, but for certain recollections at the 
moment, would have thrilled him with rapture. 
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u The count, glancing at it as he took it up, im- 
mediately recollected it, and by his looks evinced his 
not being without a similar suspicion. Embarrassed 
at the idea of this being the case, Sir Lorenzo scarce- 
ly knew how to look or speak. From the awkward 
situation in which he felt himself, he was soon, how- 
ever, relieved by the count ; gently laying his hand 
upqn his arm, as he was moving towards the door, 
4 Sir- Lorenzo,' he said, i I see by your looks you are 
aware of the idea excited in my mind, by what has 
just occurred; it induces me to declare, that if your 
heart acknowledges a mutual prepossession, your 
wishes shall not meet with any opposition from me ; 
if your unsettled fortune, which you have more than 
once touched upon to me, is the only cause to which 
your silence hitherto, relative to my daughter, has 
been owing, that shall be no obstacle to your happiness; 
she is not entitled by her own to form lofty expecta- 
tions, yet it is not so humble as to render it imprudent 
for her to obey the dictates of a disinterested passion ; 
if, therefore, a union with her can constitute your 
happiness, she shall be yours ; if, however, the con- 
trary is the case, I have nothing further to add, than 
that my faith in your honour and generosity is too 
great, to permit me to fear any thing transpiring to 
her prejudice from you.' 

u Sir Lorenzo paused, hesitated, faltered ; at length, 
in sudden transport, he threw himself at the feet of 
the count, declaring the warmest wishes of his heart 
were realized, in being permitted to lift his eye-s to his 
daughter. ~ ^ - ^ 

" That evening these wishes were revealed to her 
by her father, but without aught escaping him that 
could wound her, delicacy, by letting her suspect that 
it was owing to the discovery of her secret attach- 
ment Sir Lorenzo was encouraged to declare them- 
On her feelings on the occasion, it is not necessary to 
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expatiate-— her feelings at finding that not only her 
passion was returned, but sanctioned by her father* 

" Short, however, was her enjoyment of happiness; 
ere she had well time to congratulate herself on the 
apparent accomplishment of her wishes, she was 
doomed to mourn their eternal disappointment. 

" The evening after Sir Lorenzo's avowal, as from 
the castle walls she was admiring with him the magni- 
ficent prospects that spread beyond, rendered still 
more sublime by the refulgence of the setting sun, 
she suddenly observed his countenance to alter, his 
brows to contract, and his eyes to roll wildly ; alarm- 
ed at this sudden alteration in his looks, looks which 
but the moment before had been beaming with all the 
tenderness of love and sensibility, she for a few mi- 
nutes regarded him in silence; then fearful of the mo- 
tive to which her inquiring into the cause of it might 
be imputed, yet anxious, whatever it might be, to re- 
call him to himself, she made an effort for the pur- 
pose, by again pointing out to him the mingled beau- 
ty and sublimity of the scenery. For some time he 
appeared not to notice her remarks, then suddenly- 
grasping her trembling hand — 

4 Yes, yes/ he cried, 4 I perceive it; the awful 
grandeur of the woods, the still more sublime mag- 
nificence of the mountains, the gorgeous clouds of 
evening ; and there was a time when such prospects, 
when such a scene, would have elevated me to rap- 
ture ; but that time is past ; the charms of nature can- 
not delight the distracted mind, they cannot fix the 
attention, they cannot be enjoyed by him who is at 
variance with himself, who meditates revenge, who 
is brooding over wrongs, above all, who is conscious 
of having deviated into the winding, path of dissimu- 
lation, of having suffered a lapse of honour; nor is it 
fit they should ; wonder not, therefore, at my being 
iwaffected by them, for I am that being I have just 
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described : tempted for a moment beyond my strength, 
by an offer of happiness exceeding my hope, I suffered 
myself to forget I had no right to the enjoyment of it ; 
but the delirium which occasioned me to do so is 
over ; I recover Trom it ere too late, to save myself 
from the excruciating, the eternal remorse I should 
feel, at the idea of having deceived unsuspicious in- 
nocence and confiding worth: — but this is no place 
for explanation,' he added, with still greater wildness, 
descending from the ramparts as he spoke, and draw- 
ing her towards the apartment where her father sat, 
lost in the delightful contemplation of her imagined 
happiness* ./ 

" He started at the disordered looks of Sir Loren- 
zo, who leading his daughter to him, as if fearful, if 
he faltered a moment in the explanation he intended, 
he should not have courage to proceed in it — ' I am 
come,' he cried, 4 to render back to you, pure and 
lovely as I received it from you, the treasure you 
bestowed on me ; to render it back to you, not be- 
cause I would not sacrifice my life to obtain it, but 
because honour forbids my retaining it. I will not, 
count, deprecate your resentment ; I will not attempt 
to extenuate my conduct ; I will merely unfold my 
heart to your view, and with ian assurance, that should 
your injured feelings urge you afterwards to sheath 
your sword in it, it shall not be defended by me. 

" He then proceeded to say, that shortly after his 
return to Lisbon, which, had he not been so com- 
pletely deceived by the countess with regard to the 
death of her daughter, would not have been so im- 
mediate as it was, he became acquainted with a young 
lady, of beauty so exquisite, and accomplishments so 
rare, as soon to subjugate his heart, and who favour- 
ing his passion, a clandestine union took place be- 
tween them, her father entertaining much higher ex- 
pectations for her than he had the power of realizing. 

T 2 
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While waiting for a favourable opportunity of disclo* 
sing it, he found himself under the necessity of taking 
another journey to France, in consequence of his 
claim to the estate his lately deceased sister, the wi- 
dow of a nobleman of that kingdom, who left the 
whole of his property to her, had bequeathed him, 
being disputed. 

4 Soon after my departure/ he continued, * the fa* 
ther of my wife dying, she was removed to .Lisbon 
by her uncle, Sir Fernando Audere, the bosom friend 
and insidious counsellor of the king, for the express 
purpose of being thrown in his way* Every thing 
succeeded according to his wishes; the voluptuous 
monarch no sooner beheld her, than he became even 
madly enamoured of her ; nor rested. tiH he had sub- 
verted her principles, and elevated her to the rank of 
queen, notwithstanding her well known engagement 
to me ; thus alike crowning the ambitious wishes of 
her unprincipled kinsman, and proving himself an ut- 
ter contemner of all sacred and moral obligations. 

The intelligence no sooner reached me, through the 
medium of a friend, than burning for revenge, I quit* 
ted France, nor paused for even necessary rest, till 
at last compelled to do so here. Fatal circumstance! 
it occasioned my introduction to a being, of whom, 
improbable as it may seem, I was enamoured ere I 
saw her, from description, and who, from conse- 
quently considering her something in the light of a 
first love, I was led to observe with a degree of at- 
tention, that permitting none of her perfections to es- 
cape me, soon convinced me she was entitled to the 
esteem and admiration of every heart. 

44 The respite I experienced from tormenting 
thoughts, when conversing with her ; the soothing 
influence her gentle accents had upon my irritated., 
my anguished feelings, rendered her still more inter- 
esting, still more enchanting to me ; and all traces of 
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that passion which I had felt for Leonora, but which 
her perfidy had by this time nearly converted into 
hatred, were gradually lost in the one she inspired* 

44 Daily strengthening, I felt I was wrong in lin- 
gering here ; not, however, from doubting my own 
honour, but merely from the misery I was conscious 
I was incurring, by feeding a hopeless attachment ; 
still, however, I could not tear myself away, but I 
soon found I had relied too much on my own strength 
—as long as temptation remained at a distance, I be- 
lieved I could resist it, but the moment it approach- 
ed, I fell ; honour, however, regained its ascendancy 
over me, ere my lapse had occasioned any irretrieva- 
ble consequences ; and with mingled horror and in- 
dignation, I thought of having for a moment been 
tempted to believe that Leonora's violation of the 
vows that bound us, also justified mine, of having for 
a moment suffered myself to decide on remaining pas- 
sive under my wrongs, and thus furnishing the world 
with reason to believe I was accessary to my own 
disgrace.' 

44 What further passed on this occasion, it is not 
necessary to relate ; suffice it, he received the pardon 
of the count ; the effort he had made to regain the 
proud elevation of virtue, entitled him, he conceived, 
to his forgiveness ; but from that moment he gave 
him to understand all intercourse must cease between 
them* 

a Of the propriety of this determination, his own 
feelings rendered him too sensible, to permit his of- 
fering the slightest opposition to it. After what had 
passed, the thought of remaining another moment in 
the casde, was not endurable ; he departed that very 
-night, not without the N most passionate entreaties for 
forgiveness, and ardent vows for the happiness' of her 
whose tranquillity he had but too much cause to fear 
he had fatally interrupted* 
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44 Alas ! unavailing were t&ese vows ; the renova- 
ting sun of happiness never again beamed around 
me." 

44 YouF' exclaimed Elvina, in accents of surprise, 
interrupting her at these words* 

Olivia faintly inclined her head — " Yes," she re- 
plied, 4i in me you behold the loved, the perhaps too 
valued daughter of Donna Clara; that daughter, 
whom, from the manner in which she mentioned her 
to him, Sir Lorenzo was led to believe no longer an 
• inhabitant of this world ; that daughter, who, but in 
the early morning of life, had any experience of real 
felicity ? to that period I look back with fond and 
agonizing regret ; I cannot think of tfie connexions I 
have lost, the sorrows that weighed them to the 
grave, my family extirpated and gone, without sighs 
of anguish and tears of bitterness ; for alas ! desolate 
is now the dwelling. of Olivia ; silence is in the house 
of her fathers ; the thistle shakes there its lonely 
head ; the moss \vhistles to the wind ; the blast of 
the desert comes, it howls in the empty court, and 
whistles round the half-worn shield ; no more the 
pilgrim approaches it, to receive die meed of bene- 
volence ; no more the stranger to seek a shelter ; 
dark is the dwelling of those who once rendered it 
the seat of hospitality ; low their pillow of dust : but 
I reproach myself for weakness in yielding to these 
regrets, more especially when I reflect on the short- 
ness of life, and that consequently ere long, the 
mourner, like the mourned, will be at peace." - 

Then after another transient pause — a pause occa- 
sioned by her fast flowing tears— -tears with which 
those of the tender, the sympathising, the exqui- 
sitely feeling Elvina were mingled, she thus continu- 
ed :— - 

44 Families, like states, are subject to decay. The 
once princely fortune of my ancestors by degrees 
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dwindled away, till little more at length remained for 
their descendants, than a slender inheritance ; but the 
pride of the family did not fall with its fortune ; and 
my father, the Count de Miranda, perceiving it utter- 
ly impossible to give to both his children the advan- 
tages he wished, determined on devoting one to re- 
tirement, rather than dooming both to obscurity ; and 
accordingly it was decided, from a very early period, 
that I should take the veil ; my mother, though the 
most "affectionate of parents, being at length induced 
by his arguments to acquiesce in the painful necessi* 
ty there appeared for the measure. - 

44 I shall pass over the regrets an ardent attach- 
ment to any connexions, and a lively imagination, 
made me suffer, at the idea of being secluded for 
life ; persuaded, however, to believe, like my mother, 
that circumstances rendered it unavoidable, I endea- 
voured to reconcile myself to the ideaj chiefly, how- 
ever, from consideration for the, feelings of my mo- 
ther ; and so well succeeded in my efforts for the 
purpose, as to confirm my brother in the belief he was 
led to entertain, in order to prevent that interposition 
in my behalf which his, generous nature would have 
occasioned, that to real inclination was owing my in- 
tenwd assumption of the veil. 

" But much as I regretted entering $ convent, the 
events to which my recall from it was owing, pre- 
vented the circumstance from imparting any happi- 
ness. Gladly would I have continued its inmate, to 
have known I still possessed the tenderest of mothers, 
the most beloved of brothers. * But not needlessly to 
exhaust your patience— 

u As soon as the first transports of my father's 
grief were sufficiently subsided, to permit him to speak 
or think of aught Jbut those he had lost, Sir Lorenzo 
became the frequent subject of discourse, and gradu- 
ally, almost imperceptibly I may say, I imbibed, 
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from the glowing colours in which he described him, 
above all, the emotion with which he informed me, 
as mentioned to him by my departed mother, he had 
viewed my picture— -a passion of the most romantic 
nature for him* 

41 On the idea of being an object of tenderness, of 
admiration, to a heart such as I was led to imagine 
his, I began by degrees to dwell with extacy. His 
picture, of which I soon contrived to possess myself, 
became the dear companion of my lonely hours*. In 
the beaming eye, in the hovering smile, I saw all that 
elevation of soul, that sweetness of disposition ascri- 
bed to him ; and yielding to my passion for him — a 
passion fed by a hope of our yet meeting, turned a 
repulsive car to every overture that was made for 
my hand. 

" This hope was at length gratified ; what follow* 
ed I have already related. For some time, notwith*- 
standing the tenderness of his attentions, I remained 
in suspense relative to his sentiments, owing to his 
obstinate silence respecting them ; but this was at 
last terminated, only, however, to ultimately plunge 
me into greater unhappiness. 

u My anguish at finding him not only lost tc^ne, 
but lost to happiness— the affections of that genewu&, 
that tender heart completely thrown away, was un- 
speakable— »an anguish heightened by the fearful con-» 
sequences I anticipated from the revenge he medita- 
ted* In the agony imparted by my apprehension of 
them, I strove to prevail on my father to dissuade 
him from persevering in his intention of seeking it* 
but against his own sense of honour nothing could in- 
duce him to act -.with all the pride of the ancient 
Castilian swelling in his soul, he deemed his medi- 
tated revenge as justifiable. But to be as brief as 
possible— 

" My father's presages relative to himself wer* 
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soon verified ; he died shortly after the departure of 
Sir Lorenzo, and with his last breath enjoined me to 
repair to the palace of Osma, the protection of whose 
illustrious owner, his distant relative, and most par- 
ticular friend, he had secured me> and where, he 
trusted, from the scenes I must necessarily mix in, I 
should recover my happiness and tranquillity. 

>* In obedience to his commands, I accordingly 
quitted my native residence, as soon as I had paid 
the last honours to his remains ; but alas ! the scenes 
that awaited me here were but ill calculated to pro- 
duce the effect he wished* The dutchess, high spi- 
rited and impatient of control, could ill brook the 
restraints imposed upon her by the duke respecting 
her connexions. The irritation occasioned by oppo- 
sition and regentment gradually weakened love, till at 
length indifference succeeding passion, continual ani- 
mosities ensued. 

- " Those domestic feuds, so contrary to what I had 
ever been accustomed to, rendered my residence a*t 
the castle so unpleasant, from the harassing effect 
they had upon my previously agitated spirits, that I 
at length decided on returning to my native woods 
and wilds, whose melancholy gloom besides infinitely 
better suited the pensive habit of my soul, than the 
magnificent entertainments and occasional gayety I 
here witnessed. 

44 A few days previous to my forming this deter- 
mination, the dutchess made an attempt to quit the 
castle clandestinely with her child, for the purpose of 
taking refuge with her relations, from the alledged 
tyranny of the duke ; in consequence of which he re- 
solved on separating the child from her ; and accor- 
dingly, in pursuance of this resolution, proposed, on 
learning my intention of returning to the Pyrenees, 
that I should take it with me — a proposition which, on 
consulting the dutchess, and finding it met her appro- 
bation* I acceded to* 
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<c The companion of my young charge, the infant 
daughter of the marquis and marchioness of Lerida 9 
distant relatives of die dutchess, and who, on going 
to England, where the marquis was appointed ambas- 
sador, had left her with her, lest the voyage, from 
her tender years should be injurious to her, was also 
committed to my care. But scarcely had I returned 
to the Pyrenees, ere I was shocked by an account 
of the death of the dutchess, and ere I had in any de- 
gree recovered from it, that of her child followed," 
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Her child?" repeated Elvina, with the wildest 
emotion ; u her child, say you ?" involuntarily grasp- 
ing her arm. 

u Anticipated you not a discovery of an agitating 
nature from my preface to this narrative ?" returned 
Olivia. 

" Oh ! not of this nature," replied the agitated El- 
vina ; " but relieve my incertitude— say at once, 
have I no claim to the title I have so long pos- 
sessed V* 

" None," returned Olivia, solemnly : to terminate 
your suspense, know at once, that you ^re the daugh- 
ter of the marquis of Lerida, the daughter I have just 
spoken of." She paused for a few minutes. Elvina 
sunk beneath the feelings excited by this discovery ; 
then coming a little to herself, she motioned her to 
proceed ; anxious, impatient, from various motives,, 
to know to what cause was owing her having been 
passed to the world as the daughter of the duke. 

*** Hardly had I despatched a courier to the duke 
with the melancholy tidings," resumed Oijvia^ " ere 
a letter arrived, which harrowed up my soul. It came 

v ■ ' 
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from Sir Lorenzo ; not, he assured me, for the rjur- 
pose of endeavouring to revive those sentiments which, 
spite of himself, it was his happiness to think I had 
once entertained for him, but merely to prevent my 
holding his memory in detestation, by explaining the 
circumstances to which the obloquy he anticipated 
falling on it was owing* 

44 He then informed me, after being detained some 
weeks in a cottage of the Pyrenees, by an illness that 
threatened his life, he renewed his journey ; but had 
not travelled far, when, to his surprise, he was met 
by a young Andalusian knight, who had been to Lis- 
bon, where he became acquainted with him, to seek 
his fortune ; and who, after their mutual salutations 
;were over, explicitly told him he was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the nature of the wrongs he had sus- 
tained from Sir Fernando ; and that, if anxious for 
revenge on him, he could furnish him with an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining it, Sir Fernando being at that very 
time an inmate of his uncle's castle near Seville* 

44 This intelligence was not more unexpected than 
welcome, Sir Lorenzo continued; he immediately 
shaped his course towards the habitation, where he 
was led to believe he should find the base contriver 
of his dishonour : but on reaching it, was assured by 
his companion, that to hope openly to obtain the sa- 
tisfaction he required, was next to impossible ; .Sir 
Fernando, to his knowledge, being determined on 
not meeting him in single combat; and likewise too 
well defended not to be able to repel every public at- 
tack he might make on him : he therefore advised 
his retiring till midnight to an inn in the neighbour- 
hood, at which hour he promised to admit him to his 
chamber, where, without danger of disappointment, 
he might- accomplish his revenge, and which he aver- 
red he was justifiable in seeking in this manner; as 
after the injuries he had sustained from him, the 
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lawV of honour did not require that he should give 
him a chance of defending himself. 

4 Villain as he was,' said Sir Lorenzo, 4 still I shrunk 
with horror from the thought of acting the part of an 
assassin towards him ; but a perseverance in insidious 
reasoning at length overruled my scruples, and at 
the hour appointed I repaired to the castle, and was 
admitted, as I imagined to his chamber ; but in the 
very act of stooping within the curtains to strike him 
with my dagger, my arm was seized — -a loud excla- 
mation was uttered — several persons rushed into the 
room, and seizing me, I was bound and sent off to 
Seville, on a charge of having attempted murder, in 
order to conceal the depredations I intended* 

4 Unsupported as I was in my defence, by any tes- 
timony in my favour, I in vain pleaded my innocence 
of it ; my false friend persisted in it ; and as a means 
of putting my guilt beyond doubt, suborned witness- 
es to prove that my paternal inheritance being dissi- 
pated, I had long associated with characters of a 
most desperate description for the purpose of retrie- 
ving my fortune. 

4 His motive for this conduct did not long remain 
inexplicable ; I soon surmised that it was owing to 
his wish to advance his interest with Sir Fernando, 
the patron of his fortunes, that he had, either of him- 
self, or in conjunction with him, contrived this strata- 
gem for my destruction, my removal being absolute- 
ly essential to the preservation of his reputation. 7 

44 He concluded by saying, he was then loaded with 
chains, the inmate of a dreary dungeon, which he 
no more expected to leave, till the moment^arrived 
for his expiating his imputed guilt on the scaffold. 

44 The sufferings of innocence, and triumph* of 
guilt, at all times afflicting, were in this instance in- 
supportable. As soon as the distraction of my soul 
would permit me to think, I resolved on ah effort to 
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interest the duke for him ; and, in consequence, des- 
patched another messenger to him. 

44 What I endured, while awaiting his answer, is 
not to be described ; neither my surprise at seeing 
him enter the castle, about the time I expected it.— 
He did not permit me to remain long in ignorance of 
the motive of his journey : scarcely noticing the in- 
quiries I tremblingly addressed to him— 

' Your looks,' said he, first satisfying himself we 
were alone, 4 are too indicative of anxiety, not to in* 
duce me to be prompt in relieving you from it. I 
have hastened hithef, for the express purpose of as- 
suring you, every exertion in my power to save your 
friend from the fate impending over him, shall be 
made, on one condition. He paused at these words, 
and looked earnestly at me. 

4 Oh ! name it,' I cried, involuntarily throwing my- 
self at his feet, and with uplifted hands, and all the 
wildness of emotion, * relieve me from suspense \ the 
duke of Osma surely cannot propose a condition <o 
which 1 could object.* 

4 Of that,' resumed he, raising me forcibly, * you 
shall soon be satisfied. 

4 You are not now, I presume,' he continued, 4 to 
learn that the estate of the late dutchess, in conse- 
quence of the death of her daughter, belongs of right 
to the Almeria family, such being the disposition her 
father made respecting it ; but so painful, so irrita- 
ting to my feelings is *he idea of my hereditary ene- 
mies obtaining such an accession of interest, as they 
would derive from its possession, that rather than 
permit it to revert to them, I have conceived the de- 
sign of concealing the death of my daughter, and 
substituting in her place, from being about her age, 
as well as the promise she already gives of being all 
the heart could desire, the daughter of the marquis 
of Lerida— a design easy, of accomplishment, provi* 
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ded I have your assistance in it, none but your peopli 
knowing of her death, in consequence of the precau 
tions I had recourse to, to prevent its disclosure bi 
your messenger, whom I fortunately met ere h 
reached the castle ; and it is on condition of you 
consenting to afford it me, that I promise to under 
take the deliverance of Sir Lorenzo.' 

" I shrunk from the idea of aiding in such a schern 
—my pride, my honour, my principles, alike revoke* 
from it ; but the duke remained inexorable ; and a 
length, driven to despair, to distraction, 1 gave the re 
quired promise, consenting at the same time to re 
linquish the design 1 meditated of entering a conven 
again, and devote myself entirely to you. 

" All matters being adjusted, the duke delay ei 
not returning to Seville ; not omitting, however, pre 
vious to his departure, to despatch a letter to th 
marquis of Lerida, with an account of the death c 
his daughter, hor to inform me* in the course of 
few months, he should expect my return to the castle 
by which time he conceived his daughter's infant fea 
tures would be sufficiently forgot, to prevent any dan 
ger of the deception he had practised, being detect 
ed. 

" Having reason to believe, from various circum 
stances, that an open interference for Sir Lorenz 
would be unavailing, he had recourse to stratagem t 
effect his deliverance. By means of the Abbot, ft 
ther Jerome, it was effected. In the character of hi 
confessor, he was allowed access to him, andfurnisr 
ed him with means of wrenching the. bars of his dur 
geon, and a disguise in which to escape, on freein 
himself from it. 

u I at length again bade adieu to my Native tow 
ers, a last one, as it has since proved ; and whicl 
plundered and deserted by those I left behind m< 
soon became a heap of ruins* 
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u But in vain, on my return to the castle, I endear 
voured to ascertain the fate of Sir Lorenzo, after ef- 
fecting his escape ; I could receive no satisfaction on 
this head from the duke ; and at length, tormented 
by anxiety, or rather yielding to a vague suspicion of 
having been deceived, began to watch hiin so closely, 
that one day, from a closet adjoining his study, and 
in which I had found means of secreting myself, I 
overheard a conversation between him and die Ab- 
bot, which discoyered to me, not what I desired to 
know respecting Sir Lorenzo, but that the dutchess 
was still in existence. 

" In a state of mind that baffles description, unde- 
cided how to break to the duke the discovery I had 
made, yet determined on the measure, since neither 
justice nor humanity would permit me to remain si- 
lent on the subject of such wrongs, such sufferings as 
hers, I was quitting the place of my concealment, 
when the duke suddenly throwing open the doors of 
the apartment he was in, discovered me : what his 
look, what his manner were at the instant, you who 
have seen him in moments of irritation, of angry and 
conflicting passions, may better conceive than I des- 
cribe, at finding a secret which involved all that was 
precious to him, his honour, his reputation for justice 
and humanity, was in possession of another person* 

u His first impulse was to make me enter the apart- 
ment he had come from ; he then, after having vent- 
ed in some degree his rage, by bitter reproaches for 
the baseness he had detected, a painful conscious- 
ness of which crimsoned my cheek at the moment, 
proceeded to say, he should use neither argument 
nor intreaty to induce me t(#silence on the discovery 
I had ma<4^ but content himself with merely stating 
that on confining it to my own bosom depended the 
life of him whom I so much regarded, the life of Sir 
Lorenzo^ whom he now confessed being confined in 
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c castle, as an hostage for the observance of the en- 
gement I had entered into with respect to you; 
en, as if suddenly recollecting himself, in a milder 
I accent added, that when I heard the explanation he 
j had to make, I perhaps would not consider his con* 
f duct with regard to the dutchess quite so culpable as 
I I now did, 4 Soon after my departure from the cas- 
* tie,' he said, * circumstances had occurred to induce 
a belief of the dutchess allowing too great a degree 
of attention to be paid her by a young knight who 
visited there, and which occasioning him to watch 
her actions, in a manner he never before had done, 
he not only ascertained its being a correct one, but 
that an elopement was actually in agitation. After 
such a discovery,' he continued, 'a discover}' which 
warranted the most injurious suspicions I could pos- 
sibly entertain of^ her, to think of continuing under 
the same roof with her, was impossible; yet convin* 
ced that a public separation would afford her oppor- 
tunities of making allegations, which the malevolence 
of the world might incline it to credit, I at length 
resolved, as the only expedient I could devise for ef- 
fecting our separation, without unpleasant consequen- 
ces resulting from it, to induce a belief of her death, 
and confine her for life in a part of the convent cal- 
culated for the purpose : this plan, by removing her 
to another habitation, I had no difficulty in carrying 
into effect; her death was universally believed; and 
while her supposed funeral was taking place, I con- 
veyed her to the convent, there to remain under the 
care of the abbot. After proceeding such lengths, 
you may rely on it, no human power shall, by argu- 
ment or entreaty, prevail on me to restore her to the 
world, more especially as my persuasionHbf her infi- 
delity prevents my feeling any compunction for my 
conduct to her; nor would my deadliest vengeance 
fail of overtaking the person who should interfere re- 
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specting her.' Alas! of this I was but too thorough- 
ly convinced," continued Olivia, "to have the cou- 
rage to act as I wished on the occasion ; mere suspi- 
cion not warranting, in my opinion, the punishment 
inflicted on the unfortunate dutchess : but he had that 
life in his power which was dearer to me than my 
own; and this consideration at length wrung from 
me a reluctant, but solemn promise, to conceal a 
knowledge of die, affair. 

u Satisfied with knowing Sir Lorenzo was indeed 
in safety, I was soon led to desist from remonstra- 
ting with Jthe duke on the subject of his confinement, 
by the reflection that his enlargement would proba- 
bly but afford him an opportunity of imbruing his 
hands in blood; nor once made an effort to see him, 
lest, in the agitation I was aware the interview would 
occasion, I might betray my still retaining sentiments 
of a too tender nature for him* 

44 These sentiments, or rather the anguish they oc- 
casioned, was in time gradually weakened by the 
feelings you inspired, the interest you excited, the ef- 
fect your mnocent endearments had upon me-— en- 
dearments which at once entwined you round my 
heart, and communicated to it that delicious sensa- 
tion, which we experience, when after being led to 
consider ourselves valueless in the creation, we sud- 
denly behold an eye of love and reverence uplifted to 
us. 

** The dutchess lingered many years in her con- 
finement ; in her last moments, her previous asseve- 
rations of her innocence were repeated, in a manner 
too solemn to permit a doubt any longer to be enter- 
tained of it ; from infancy she had known the young 
knight she yms suspected of favouring as a lover; and 
this circumstance, united to a high opinion of his 
worth, led to a confidence which induced his offering 
to assist her in obtaining the protection of her friends. 
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" What the feeHngs of the duke were on this occa- 
sion, I cannot pretend to say ; mine were of the most ' 
acute nature, as from my privity to her sufferings, I 
could not forbear considering myself accessary in * 
some degree to them, an idea that filled me with re- 
morse. She was interred in the tomb in the subter- 
raneous chapel, the same at which you found me 
kneeling this evening, and to which, under the influ- 
ence of this feeling, I have often been led to offer up 
my prayers for her repose, to bathe the cold marble 
which enshrines her with te.ars of pity and regret, and 
implore her forgiveness for the wrongs I conceive 1 
have been accessary to her sustaining, by my con- 
cealment of them. 

44 The Abbot was the person who gave me an ac- 
count of her last moments, never indeed hesitating to 
answer any inquiry I chose to make concerning her, 
evidently from a wish to ingratiate himself into my 
good opinion, but which he has vainly sought to ob- 
tain ; my soul still shrunk from the thoughts of form- 
ing an alliance with his, in consequence of the suspi- 
cious light in which his sanctioning the duke's unjus- 
tifiable conduct to the dutchess caused me to regard 
him \ and had I been inclined to grant him my es- 
teem, the motive to which I at length ascertained his 
solicitude to obtain it owing, would have withheld 
me : by degrees, I plainly perceived that it was en- 
tirely from a wish to obtain my interest with you for • 
his young friend Rodolph k proceeded, for whose ad- 
vancement in life he has ever manifested an extraor- 
dinary anxiety—- extraordinary, unacknowledged as is 
any tie between them, and incapable as, from my ob- 
servations on him, I conceive the Abbot of a disin- 
terested attachment : 'tis a mystery, however, I haive 
never felt solicitous to develop, owing to the little in*^ 
terest I feel for others. 
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" That die duke would have availed himself of the 
power vested in him, from its being endowed by 
his ancestors, to appoint him to the rank he holds in 
the convent, I cannot think, but that he knew no other 
person to whom the secret concerning the dutchess 
could so safely be entrusted ; since, to my eye, 
treachery lurks beneath his smile, and every look in- 
dicates hypocrisy. 

" I have little more to add," resumed Olivia, " than 
to observe, that it always seemed to me, as if nature 
wished to favour the deception respecting you, from 
your astonishing likeness to the duke — astonishing 
to me, acquainted with the secret of your real birth ; 
never have I seen so perfect a one ; and that 
the solicitude I felt for your union with the noble 
Ferdinand, from a full conviction of his worth, 
was heightened, when I really knew who he was, in 
consequence of my wish to see him in possession of 
that fortune, which, though he did not require, my 
knowledge of his legal claim to rendered me desirous 
he should possess* 

u A thousand times, when witnessing the agonies 
you endured at the thoughts of being compelled to 
give him up, owing to your idea of his being the 
destroyer of your father, have I been on ;the point 
of undeceiving you, but was still withheld by the 
solemn manner in which I had bound myself to si- 
lence on the subject. 

" From that silence, however, I conceive I have 
been fully absolved, by the mysterious circumstances 
you disclosed to me. May the discovery I have made 
be productive of happiness to you ! I will indulge $ 
hope to that effect ; means may be found of convin^ 
cing Don Ferdinand of his unhappy error, withot* 
risking his safety, and all may yet be well. 

" A Aw words more, and I have then done. Tbe 
anguisnl experienced at your sufferings, was a^y- 
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mented by my incertitude of th^ fate of Sir Loren- 
zo, who, about the time the duke expired, disappear- 
ed from his confinement— a confinement I never ven- 
tured to approach, fearful if I did, either of his re- 
proaches for being accessary to it, or else the revival 
of sentiments I had with difficulty suppressed ; nor 
was heard of again, till the news of his unexpected 
appearance at Lisbon reached Seville. I tremble to 
think of his perishing in the flame which he has been 
instrumental to kindling ; yet cannot wonder, when 
I review his provocations, that he should risk all for 
the accomplishment of his revenge. Crimes like the 
lady Leonora's, and her prefidious imele's, merit ex- 
emplary punishment ; and in the disgrace which has 
overtaken one, and the dreadful fate.that has befallen 
the other, mankind will see, that the punishment of 
guilt, though sometimes slow, is almost ever certain, 
and generally the heavier, the longer it is delayed. 
In short, as that divine poet, whose immortal works 
we have perused together with such exquisite de- 
light, says, — 



" W hen Heaven's revenge is slow, 

Jove but prepares to strike the fiercer blow. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



Methinjcs Suspicion and Distrust dwell here, 

Staring with meagre forms, through grated windows ; 
Death lurks within, and unrelenting Punishment; 
Without, grim Danger, Fear, and fiercest Power, 
Sit on the rude old towers and gothic battlements; 
While Horror overlooks the dreadful wall, 
And frowns oh all around. 

Rows. 

" Oh ! that a mind so noble as the duke's should 
have suffered itself to be so perverted by an unjust 
prejudice," cried Elvina, when a litde recovered 
from the effect produced on her by the agitating dis- 
closure of Olivia— 44 I see I must relinquish the tide 
of his daughter ; but never, no never, can my heart 
forego the love and reverence it bears his memory, a 
love and reverence I felt for him, long ere he au- 
thorized me to call him father. But of my real pa- 
rents you have not yet," with trembling anxiety she 
added, " given me any satisfactory information ; do 
they yet live, or am I still to consider myself an or- 
phan ?" 

44 Would that I could relieve your anxiety on this 
head," returned Olivia, 44 but in vain have I tried to 
ascertain their fate ? the duke peremptorily interdicted 
me from ever mentioning them in his presence, 
from that repugnance, no doubt, we feel to hear the 
names of those we are conscious of having injured ; 
and at Seville, or in its neighbourhood, they have not 
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teen for years : at a castle, however, belonging to 
them on die road to Jaen, you probably might learn 
some tidings of them." 

44 Thither then," said Elvina, " will I immediate* 
ly bend my steps ; this is not a business that admits 
of a moment's delay, justice demanding my immedi- 
ate resignation of this castle, and its domains ; and 
ere I dispose of myself elsewhere, i wish to know 
whether I have an unquestionable right to do so. 
Ah! if Heaven has spared my parents, and if they 
prove what I wish to find them, some little share of 
happiness may yet be mine." 

Olivia concurred in the necessity there was for an 
immediate effort for ascertaining their existence : it 
was accordingly determined, that at an early hour the 
ensuing morning, she should depart for their castle ; 
and the necessary preparations for the journey were 
immediately ordered, but without a hint transpiring of 
the discovery that had taken place ; not wishing to 
subject herself, at present, to the inquiries and obser- 
vations that might follow its disclosure. 

After some deliberation, she decided on leaving 
Olivia behind her, notwithstanding the comfort and 
support she knew she should derive from her pre- 
sence ; but Don Felix de Hara, the legal heir, as it 
now seemed, to the Osma estates, and whom, in pur- 
suance of her previous determination of making them 
over to him, she had invited to the castle, was now 
momentarily expected at it; and it was necessary, 
therefore, that some one should be there to receive 
him ; this consideration, therefore, influenced her to 
forego the consolation she would have derived from 
her being the companion of her journey. 

The remainder of the night, for neither were in a 
state of mind to be able to think of rest, was con- 
sumed in recapitulatmgvpast events, and forming 
uncertain conjectures reinfecting future ones : and 
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the appointed hour, with a heart weighed down with 
the most oppressive feelings, a thousand fond regrets 
and tender recollections, a thousand fears for the fu- 
ture, and anxieties for the present, Elvina, with fal- 
tering steps, and eyes suffused with tears, stept into 
the carriage prepared for her, accompanied by one 
waiting- women, and a few attendants on horseback. 

She endeavoured to subdue her emotions ; but 
when she reflected, that the beloved residence she 
was quitting she must no more approach as a home, 
that she had no certain prospect of finding another 
open to receive her, that dependance must be her lot, 
should her parents be dead, the bitterness of her feel* 
ings overcame her ; and in the anguish of a wo- 
fraught mind, she wept aloud. 

Her attendant, at once alarmed and surprised, ex* 
erted. herself alike to assuage her sorrow, and divine 
its cause ; but she failed in her attempts at each ; the 
surcharged heart of Elvina required this event for its 
feelings, and to the inquisitiveness of curiosity her 
ear was closed. At length, relieved by the tears she 
shed, she again raised her drooping head, and from 
the changing objects that met her view,, endeavour- 

5d to derive amusement; but vain was the effort ; 
tie mind must be abstracted from care, to be able 
to pay attention to what does not immediately inter- 
est it ; scenes, which at another time would have ele- 
vated her heart to rapture, awakened all her natural 
enthusiasm, and lifted her rapt and swelling soul, 
borne on devotion's wing, to nature'* God, first source 
of all things lovely, all things good* 

Eternal, Infinite, before whose throne 

Sits sovereign Bounty, and through Heaven and earth, 

Careless diffuses plenitude of bliss, 

gjprere not viewed with tljf dull and vacant eye of sor- 
row, or else with a, gmb ol^teara, at the recollection 
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they revived, from the resemblance she here and 
there traced between them and those she was quit- 
ting : but at length she was roused from her mourn- 
ful abstraction, by the sudden illness of her compa- 
nion, who, every moment becoming worse, she was 
at last obliged to. drop her at an inn, leaving one of 
her escort to attend her. 

Left to the uninterrupted indulgence of her melan- 
choly reflections, they every moment became more 
painful. With dismay, she thought on the possibili- 
ty there was of her parents not being in existence ; 
with still greater, on the possibility of time having* 
wrought such a change in their feelings for her, as to 
prevent her restoration to them ; if indeed, living be* 
ing considered as a welcome circumstance : but even 
if in existence, and all that her warmest wishes could 
desire, still she felt, that situated as she was, with' 
regard to her lover, her happiness must be imperfect* 
u Ah ! Heavens !" she exclaimed, in the bitterness 
of her soul, as she thought of his cruel letter, u at 
what a moment have I discovered that no obstacle 
txists to our union ! at the very ^moment in which he. 
assures me it is his determination to tear my image 
from his breast, from a conviction of my unworthu 
ness any longer to hold a place in it ! Yet, perhaps,** 
and a gleam of joy shone on her soul at the bare idea, . 
44 means may be found, as Olivia has said, of dissi- 
pating his suspicions— -of convincing him of the in- 
justice he has done me, in ever harbouring a doubt 
of my truth ; pride might forbid the vindication, but 
that I am too sensible of the grounds there were for 
his. injurious surmises, not to pardon them." 

Towards sunset, she found herself in a hollow 
road, between mountains of immense magnitude; 
gloomily overshadowed, in some places, with woods 
of pine and chesnut ; in others, thinly scattered with 
ponderous, cork, tcqesu or shooting high above the 
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dusky shade T in all the awful grandeur of barren sub- 
limity, their bases bespread with prickly shrubs, and 
impenetrable thickets. 

The further she advanced within this defile, the 
wilder and more savage appeared the aspect of the 
scenery. At length, as the sun declined, and the 
lengthening shadows of the mountain*, the deepening 
gloom of the woods, and the gradual cessation of 
the busy sounds that bad remotely fluctuated on the 
ear by day, began to announce the approach of night 5 
and she, every now and then, found herself shut in* 
from the face of heaven, by projecting and cavated 
rocks, where the scanty light, that dimly gleamed 
upon the spot, served but to display their threaten- 
ing brows, and the suspicious obscurity of the paths 
that strayed amongst them : fears of the most agita- 
ting nature began to seize her, and yielding to their 
influence, she was on the point of stopping the car- 
riage, to inquire whether there was no way of avoid- 
ing the dangers she dreaded, by stopping for the night, 
when one of her attendants, riding up to it, informed 
her that the castle of Lerida was just at hand; and 
immediatety after, the road expanding, she beheldy 
directly facing her, the turrets of an ancient edifice, 
rising to her view above the high wall that encompas- 
sed it : but the emotion experienced at the moment 
was quickly lost in the chilling sensation excited by 
the gloomy aspect of the building; nothing could 
exceed its air of desolation ; the battlements, lost in 
many places amidst the mass of years, every where 
exhibited the effects of either neglect or time ; the 
few windows that looked above the wall weve shat- 
tered ; the wall itself, mouldering and gapped, was 
oyertopt by long streaming grass ; all the paths about 
it appeared long untrodden ; not a vestige of inhabi- 
tant was to be discovered from it ; and altogether, 
ft seemed infinitely more calculated for the perpetra- 
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tion of deeds of darkness, than the enjoyment of 
social comfort* 

u They must be dead, or else have entirely aban- 
doned it," said Elvina to herself, as her eye glanced 
over it ; " nothing else could have reduced it to such 
a lamentable state of decay." 

Under this impression, she felt almost surprised 
at finding the application for admission noticed ; the 
carriage scarcely stopt ere the folding gates were un- 
closed, and a spacious court displayed to her view ; 
but- from which she almost instantly withdrew her 
eyes, to turn them again upon the porter, who, te her 
tremulous interrogations, replied,, the marquis and 
marchioness were not only living, but at that very 
moment there. * 

The agitation produced by this information, for a 
moment took from her the use of her faculties ; then 
a little recovering herself, and reflecting on the ne- 
cessity there was- for composure, in otder to get 
through the discovery she bad to make, in the clear* 
the explicit manner she wished r she endeavoured U> 
collect herself; and the carriage having crossed the 
court through heaps of weeds, intermingled with 
fragments of the building, alighted, but for a minute 
after was unable to move, from the violence of her 
emotions : then motioning to the servant who had 
been summoned to usher her to the marquis- and: 
marchioness to lead on, she slowly followed hin> ; not 
without wishing, oh. how fervently wishing ! for the 
supporting presence of her Olivia at this- awful mo- 
ment — awful from being the one that was about 
restoring he» to her real parents, divesting her of the 
privileges she had lately enjoyed r and subjecting her 
again to uncoqtrotfed authority. 

Near the end of a long hall, paved with black mar- 
ble, and h$ng with a few warlike trophies r and some 
Pfeces «f ancient armour r gleaming in the evening; 
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beam that gained admission through the western win- 
dows, the attendant threw open the door of a large 
apartment, and gave to her view the marquis and 
marchioness of Lerida. 

But oh ! how different in look, in voice, and man* 
ner, from the beings she expected to have seen, from 
the account received of them from Olivia, who, 
though not personally acquainted with them, had yet, 
from the report of others, been able to answer her 
minute inquiries respecting them; assuring her, in 
reply to her questions, that they bad always been re* 
presented to her as truly amiable and engaging. 

The marquis, tall even to awkwardness, and atti- 
red in a slovenly manner, yet with an affectation of 
finery, was of a gaunt and ferocious aspect. In vain 
Elvina looked for something of dignity of mien, or 
candour of expression ; his gait was stooping, and 
from beneath enormous and overhanging brows, his 
eyes, dark, small, and deep set in his head, just peep- 
ed out, as if anxious to make observations, yet desi- 
rous of avoiding them, while his lady, tall, meager* 
and faded as himself, with features equally harsh, 
and a voice not less unpleasant than her countenance, 
instead of displaying that elegance, or any of those 
striking indications of internal refinement, and eleva- 
tion of sentiment, which Elvina expected to have be- 
held, was loaded with tawdry ornaments, neither 
suitable to her rank or time of life ; and both in her 
looks and manner, her evident affectation of youthful 
alertness, and the simpering air with which she spoke^ 
evinced a degree of levity equally unbecoming either- 

Elvina, as she gazed, could not forbear repenting 
her precipitancy— -could not forbear regretting, that 
instead of trying to ascertain what they had been^ 
she had not endeavoured to ascertain what they now 
were, ere she made any effort towards introducing: 
herself to them : it was now, hoWfever, .too latent 
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draw back ; and trying to overcome the sensation 
they had excited, trying to hope she; should yet find 
them entitled to her love and reverence, to that ho- . 
mage which, in obedience to the voice of Nature, she 
wished to pay them, she accepted the seat, which they 
mutually assisted in pulling forward for her ; and 
having expressed her conviction of the surprise they * 
must be under from her unexpected visit, proceeded 
to say, she would, as succinctly as possible, explain 
the cause of it ; and accordingly, without further de- 
lay, entered upon the communication she had to 
make* J , 

They listened to her with the most profound at" 
tention, or rather,, in uninterrupted silence ; their 
looks from time to time wandering about, as if im- 
patient for the conclusion of her relation—a relation 
more than once impeded by her emotions, but which 
she had no sooner come to, than both starting up, 
they almost overwhelmed her with caresses, but 
which she could not even make an effort to return* 

At length perceiving her nearly overcome, they 
permitted her to resume the seat from which, on the 
conclusion of her narrative, she had risen, for the pur- 
pose of throwing herself at their feet; and as soon as 
she was a little recovered, the marchioness drawing* 
chair close to her, began again to express the great 
joy which this unexpected discovery of their relation- 
ship gave her. 

u Ah ! it's a true saying," she cried ; ^we should 
never despair of any thing in this life ; for who could 
have thought this morning, when my lord Marquis 
and I, according to custom, were bemoaning die want 
of an heir to our fine estates, that before night we 
should have such a child as you! Well, it was a wick- 
ed thing, to be sure, of the Duke to rob us so long 
of you; but no matter now; he is gone where he 
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must now pay for all ; yes r yes, be smarts now for 
what he did amiss here*" 

44 Oh ! speak not in this manner," exclaimed Elvi- 
na with vehemence, and something of mingled horror 
and indignation in her look ; " disturb not the sacred' 
ashes of the dead ; defame not the departed spirit f 
revile not the memory of him whom I must forever 
love and reverence. '* 

44 Well, well, I shall Say nothing more about him,'* 
replied the Marchioness ; * 4 he is gone, to be sure, 
and so, as you say, let him rest in peace. It does 
not seem, indeed, as if you had any thing to say 
against him t but don't grieve because you must give 
tip his name ; you'll be no loser by having found ano- 
ther father ; noy no, the Marquis of Lerida might 
hold up his head any day with the Duke of Osma." 

Still more astonished, still more disgusted at what 
she heard, at what she saw r Elvina now doubted the 
evidence of. her senses, now almast sunk beneath the 
overwhelming anguish she experienced, at finding hep* 
self the daughter of parents, whom every feeling of 
her soul revolted from acknowledging as such. 

Unaccustomed as she had beets ft* any thing like 
unkindness, still she felt she ceroid much better have" 
endured it, than this dreadful coarseness of manner,, 
this total want of all those elegancies, those refine- 
ments, she had hitherto met with in the society she 
moved in, and, till the present moment,, deemed inse- 
parable from exalted rank* and an enlarged educa- 
tion* 

Any thing, in short, would have been preferable to 
this total dissimilarity of manners ; and again she rev 
gretted her precipitancy, again regretted having so 
unadvisedly thrown herself into their power, and thus 
subjected herself to the dreadful warfare of contend- 
ing feelings, the dreadful necessity of dissimulating f 
for never y never, she was almost firmly convinced frourv 
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what had just passed, could her heart experience, for 
the Marquis and Marchioness, those sentiments the 
nearness* of their connexion gave them a right to ex- 
pect from hen 

Rather than live in such a state, she felt she would 
prefer the endurance of any privation to which word- 
ly want could subject her—prefer to have " the bare 
earth for her resting-place, its roots her food, some 
deft her habitation." 

Sinking beneath her feelings, or rather fearful she 
should not be able much longer to restrain them as 
she wished, she declined partaking of any refresh-* 
ment ; and under the pretext of extreme fatigue, re- 
quested to be allowed to retire to her chamber. 

No opposition was made to this request \ and con* 
ducted by the Marchioness, who refused to let any- 
other person be called for the purpose, she ascended, 
by a decayed staircase, to a gallery above, destitute 
alike of furniture or ornament, and at the extremity 
of which was the apartment allotted hen 

The Marchioness tendered her assistance in un- 
dressing ; out equally unable to think of rest, and 
anxious to be alone, Elvina declined her offer; and 
begging she might not detain her from the Marquis^ 
had the satisfaction to see her withdraw, not, howe- 
ver, without saying, she expected to see her as blithe 
as a bird in the morning* 

Left to her sorrowful reflections, Elvina abandoned 
herself to the anguish that oppressed her. Agoni- 
zing as were the sufferings she had experienced, yet the 
misery of the present moment was more acute, since 
a misery for which she could not look for sympathy, 
owing, as it was, to a cause she durst ncrtAyow. 

44 To but one faithful bosom," she ^Hbluntarify 
cried, a could I impart the nature of iffmhd in that 
bosom again, I may never perhaps have an opportu- 
nity of reposing my sorrows. Wretched, as I was a 
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few days ago, yet, comparitively, I was then happy to 
what I am now, since then, not only in the enjoyment 
of the soothing society of my Olivia, but ignorant of 
any necessity for dissembling my feelings* Oh ! to be 
restored to that society, to the free, the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of it, is now all I ask of fate." 

Yes, crossed in her hopes, humbled in her expecta- 
tions, sickening still more at the thoughts of remain- 
ing where she was, she felt she could cheerfully ac- 
quit fortune of all further obligations, to be allowed 
to rejoin her Olivia, and with her, in some calm re- 
treat, some cloistered solitude, pass the remainder of 
her life— felt to be relieved from her present situation, 
there was no sacrifice almost she could not make. 

With increasing astonishment, she dwelt on the 
cause of her present unhappiness. That the marquis 
and marchioness should be so totally unlike what she 
expected to find them, not only from the representa- 
tions of Olivia, but their elevated rank in life, was to 
her a matter of unequalled amazement— a circum- 
stance so strange, so almost incredible, as almost, to 
induce a belief of being under some illusion, and at 
length, to excite a suspicion of being imposed on, a 
suspicion which, gaining ground every moment, be- 
came at length so confirmed, as to decide her on de- 
termining, if possible, to quit the gloomy walls that 
now enclosed her, the ensuing day. 

Yet for what purpose, the imposition she suspect- 
ed, or rather believed, could possibly be intended, or 
by whom contrived, was beyond her power to con- 
jecture. 

Amidst the conjectural fears, however, the idea of 
it excited, a gleam of joy pervaded her mind, at the 
thoughts of finding herself unbound, by any tie, to 
beings whom she felt it to be utterly impossible she 
could ever look upon with esteem or veneration. 

But it was but a gleam ; her thoughts quickly re* 
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verting to the dangers she apprehended, terror began 
to seize her, and her eye, obeying the impulse of her 
soul, rolled round the room in eager examination of 
it; nothing met her view, however, to add to her 
emotion ; she saw no other door but the one by which 
she had entered, and which a bolt afforded her the 
means of- securing, in some degree. 

Still, however, she continued in all the perturbation 
of fear, aware, if any immediate evil was intended, 
no bolts or bars, she could here make use of, would 
avail to guard her from it ; to have known what it was 
she had to dread, would have been tome relief, since 
no dangers are so terrific, as those to which our ima- 
gination is allowed to give a shape : trembling she 
leaned against a window, which overlooking the wall, 
afforded her a view of the wooded summits of the 
mountains, just beginning to catch the silver rays of 
a rising moon. 

But her mind was not in a state at present to ac- 
knowledge the soothing influence of such a scene ; 
yet involuntarily, and with tears of bitterness, she re- 
flected on the hour in which it would have calmed eve* 
ry uneasy feeling^at once tranquillized and elevated 
them ; now she could only notice it, to sigh at the af- 
fecting contrast which its repose, the solemn stillness, 
interrupted but at intervals by the faint murmurs of 
the wind, or the owl's foreboding cry from the batde- 
taents immediately above her, and which, as it pier- 
ced the fearful hollow of her ear, caused, in spite 
of herself, a shuddering sensation, formed to the agi- 
tation of her mind. 

At length, the sounds which had remotely reached 
her, at intervals, from 4 * other parts of the building, 
ceased; and persuaded, from the circumstance of not 
hearing them repeated, after listening a considerable 
time, that she had nothing immediately to apprehend, 
she ventured to throw her exhaused frame upon the 



1 



252. HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 

bed, where, worn out with fatigue and agitation, sleep 
soon closed her eyes, but not a sleep from which she 
derived any benefit; visions of horrid import haunted 
her fancy, and suddenly starting from her restless pil- 
low, she beheld, with a sensation of gladness, the 
morning beam* 



CHAP. XVII. 



Oh ! oh ! answer me ; 
Let me not burst in ignorance, but tell, 
Why thy canonized bones, hearsed in earth, 
Have burst their cerements ? why the sepulchre, 
Wherein we saw thee quietly interr'd. 
Has op'd its ponderous and marble jaws, 
To let thee out again ? What may this mean, 
That thou, dear corse, again in complete steel, 
Revisit'bt thus the glimpses of the moon ? 

&HAKSPEARE. 

Recollecting the necessity there was for expedi- 
tion and secrecy, in the design she had in view, she 
softly unclosed the door, and with noiseless steps pro- 
ceeded along the gallery, descended to the hall, where, 
finding one of the domestics of the castle, she trem- 
blingly approached him, to inquire for her attendants, 
and to her unutterable consternation, was informed, 
that they had quitted it, by the first glimpse of day, 
in pursuance of the orders of his lord. 

Ready to sink from the shock this information gave 
her, since, through their means, she had hoped, in 
some way or other, to have been extricated from her 
present situation, yet fearful of betraying the feelings 
it excited,,lest the discovery of her apprehensions, by 
awakening the suspicions of those from whom she 
wished to escape, might render that escape still more 
difficult of accomplishment, she slowly reascended the 
stairs, vainly trying to devise some project for it. 

Ere she had well gained her chamber, and while 
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her heart yet throbbed with dismay, and her lips were 
pale and quivering from emotion, she was joined by 
the marchioness, who, after expressing her regret at 
seeing her look so ill, but in too hasty and careless ^a 
manner, to allow her to think she was sineere in what 
she expressed, said, since she was drest, they need 
not delay joining the marquis, who was already in 
die breakfast-room. 

Elvina silently acquiesced, not without a hope, that , 
something, in the course of conversation, might trans-; 
pire, explanatory of the real nature of their designs 
against her, if indeed the moment for fully develop- 
ing them was not yet arrived. 

As she again advanced down the gallery, the mar- 
chioness, as if she supposed her silence owing to the 
observations she was making on the desolate appear- • 
ance of all around her, the walls being here not only 
completely stript, but in many places irreparably in-' 
jured, facetiously observed, their castle was rather the 
worse for the wear ; adding, however, that things 
couldn't last for ever; and as they meant almost im- 
mediately to quit it, for a very fine one they had near 
Madrid, it was no matter ; u where," pursued she, 

you'll see something of life, something more than 
you did at the palace of Osma, amongst its old. du- 
ennas and rusty ushers." 

Elvina found the Marquis, as, from not knowing 
any other title to give him, she still continued to styl$ 
him, in the apartment into which she had been usher- 
ed the preceding evening, and which she now perceiv- 
ed opened into a spacious garden, but exhibiting, in 
wildly tangled shades, mutilated statutes, and walks 
overrun with grass and weeds, like the building itself, 
the most chilling proofs of neglect and desertion. 

In the anxiety with which she regarded his coun- 
tenance, and which, seen as it now was in the broad 
glare of day, appeared. still more forbidding than it 
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had done the preceding night, Elvina scarcely noti- 
ced his salutation; and tremblingly sinking into the 
chair he tendered for her, felt ready to burst into de- 
monstrations of the feelings that oppressed her. 

She was scarcely seated, when the opening of a 
door behind her, leading to the garden, causing her 
to turn round, she beheld Don Rodolph entering. 

Her perplexity as to the purpose for which the im- 
position, she was now so thoroughly persuaded of, had 
keen planned, was instantly removed; with the sud- 
denness of lightning, it flashed upon her mind, the in- 
stant she beheld him ; yet, how he could flatter him- 
self so despicable a contrivance would ultimately fur- 
ther his views, if, indeed, he did not mean to have 
recourse to violence, as she but too justly apprehend- 
ed, she could not imagine ; neither by what means 
. he had obtained a knowledge of the circumstances, 
' which no doubt had suggested it to him. This, how- 
ever, was at present of little consequence to know ; 
treachery there certainly had been somewhere, but in 
what quarter, it mattered not to ascertain, till extri- 
cated from the dangers in which it had involved her. 
Her first object was to endeavour to disengage her- 
self from the toils, which had been but too success- 
fully spread forJier; but when she reflected how re- 
mote she was from all who could have assisted her in 
the effort, her heart almost died within her, and with 
difficulty could she suppress the emotions by which it 
was agitated, and which she deemed it essential to 
conceal, lest a suspicion of any premature one, at her 
side, should either occasion the mask to be immedi- 
ately dropt, or else such obstacles in the way of any 
effort at escape, as to render it impossible. 

She could not, however, command herself suffici- 
ently, to avoid shrinking back at his approach, with a 
look of mingled scorn and reproach— a look which, 
from the sudden dropping of his eyes, seemed to pe*> 

i 
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etrate to his soul, and heightened the confusion he 
ras evidently under. 

u You are surprised, I perceive," said the Mar- i 

uis, eying her but half askance, " at seeing Don 
todolph here, but you must know he is a relation of 
urs, though, till very lately, I knew nothing of the 
latter : his mother, a kinswoman, of mine, married 

young gentleman, whose father having forbid their 
iarriage, they thought it prudent to conceal it till his 
eath ; she, however, died first; it was not till the 
ther day, the old gentleman gave up the ghost, whdn 
)on Rodolph's father, making himself known to him, • 
e no sooner learnt who he was, than out of respect 

> his mother, he came to pay his compliments to us." 
44 But if you are surprised at seeing him," added 

be marchioness, 4 'it must be agreeably, I am sure, 
3r nothing can be pleasanter, than to meet with a* 
riend unexpectedly." 

44 Nothing indeed," emphatically assented the agi- 
ited Elvina, vainly wishing the enjoyment of such a 
appiness had been hers at the moment. 

44 Itlsy I uicii natter myself," said Don Rodolph, 
aising his eyes, and in a soft and insidious tone, ad- 
uessing himself to her, "that my unexpected appear- 
nce here has been productive of some little pleasure 

> you ?" 
44 Assuredly ,'' returned Elvina, impressively, and 

rith a look fraught with meaning, 44 if you can flatter 
ourself with ever having been considered as one of 
ry friends." 

Don Rodolph regarded her with earnestness for a 
loment, then biting his nether lip, and pushing back 
rom the table, with a look at once sullen and indig- 
ant — 44 No," . he exclaimed, in ruffled accents,. * 4 I 
annot indeed boast of ever having received a proof 
f even common esteem from you." 

44 Well, no matter," cried the raarchjoness } 44 s^e'U 
->w make yon amends for t\\e \^sX " 
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" Yes," resumed the marquis, " or I shall know th 
reason why. In short, not to mince the matter, or 
keep you another minute in ignorance of my inten- 
tions, know, the moment you discovered you were^ 
my daughter, I decided on giving you to my young 
kinsman here, in order to prevent my fortune going 
out of the family." | 

" And to be sure she can have no objection to such [ 
a measure,'' rejoined the marchioness. i 

u At least, none that I'll allow of,'* resumed the ^ 
marquis ; u no, no, s}ie shall not show less obedience £■; 
to my will, than she would have shown to that of the [! 
duke, had he been still living, and considered by her 
as her father : I can easily guess, from my knowledge 
of his temper, how he managed her." 

" Whatever his temper 1 or disposition might be," t 
observed Elvina, a I never had reason to imagine he 
would have forced my inclinations ; nor., had he made i 
the effort, great as was my reverence and affection for j 
him, would I have submitted to it, since nothing can £ 
in my opinion, justify the taking of vows which ive }; 
cannot fulfil, the assumption of duties which we 
shrink from performing. Of the nature of my senti- 
ments for him, Don JRodolph has long since been ac- 
quainted ; they are unalterable ; he will therefore save 1 
both himself and me much useless and disagreeable '* 
repetition, by immediately desisting from all further 
attempts to change them. I have already,", she con- '- 
tinued, after the pause of a minute, wishing to sound [ 
them, but in a tone far less energetic, "mentioned the if 
expected arrival of Don Felix de Hara, the illustri- j' 
ous kinsman, and, as it now appears, heir of the de- \ 
ceased duke, at the castle of Osma, and should esteem f 
it an obligation to be allowed to return there without 
delay." 

" Very likely you might," said the marquis, in a 
gruff tone, and with a corresponding look, " but to 
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make you easy on that head, know, that k is my fix- 
ed determination, that beyond these walls you shall 
never go, till you become the bride of Don Ro- 
dolph." 

Elvina gazed at him for a moment, then yielding 
to the indignation of her soul, was on the point of 
starting from her seat, to assert her right to quit 
them, when the probable consequences of such a step 
occurring to her, the little chance there was of any 
further temporizing measures on the part of Don 
Rodolph, if once apprized of the detection of his 
baseness by her, suddenly withheld her from it, hot, 
however, without so completely subduing her, as to 
Tender assistance necessary. 

As soon as she was sufficiently revived to move, 
Don Rodolph proposed her perfecting her recovery 
by repairing to the garden* Scarcely conscious of 
what she did, Elvina rose, and descended the steps 
leading to it; he followed, and keeping at her side, 
-urged every thing which art could suggest, to try to 
render her propitious to his passion* 

For a considerable time she appeared not to pay 
the least attention to him ; then suddenly pausing, 
* I will put, then," she cried, " the sincerity of your 
ardent professions to the test : if you really love me, 
you must regard my happiness; in consideration 
therefore of its being essential to it, that I should be 
freed from your addresses, desist from, all further 
importunities on the subject! enable me to return 
without further delay to the castle of Osma, and re- 
ly on it, that all that is in my power to grant you. 
my future friendship, shall be yours.** 

u And thus deprive myself of the power of prose- 
cuting a suit which I am determined never to drop! 
No, no," he passionately exclaimed* u I must be a 
fool, indeed, were i to suffer myself to be prevailed 
on to expedite your departure* from a place which 

'i 
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fiirnishes me with opportunities I should seek else- 
where in vain for pleading my passion* Oh ! why, 
why continue so inexorable to it ? Oh ! why give me 
the pain of thinking, to parental authority I must be 
indebted for what, were worlds in my possession, I 
Would cheerfully resign to voluntarily obtain ?" 

Elvina, eying him with mingled contempt and in- 
dignation, could scarcely, at this indirect threat, for- 
bear giving vent to her feelings— -forbear betraying 
her knowledge of his baseness, and deriding the me- 
thods he had recourse to, for the furtherance of his 
views. 

Persuaded, however, that doing so could answer no 
other end than that of exciting, perhaps, a transient 
shame, since she was now convinced he was as callous 
as perfidious, as insensible to remorse as capable of 
the perpetration of actions calculated to excite it, she 
checked herself ; and though again ready to sink be- 
neath apprehension, walked on, without speaking* 

Retaining his station at her side, he continued to 
address her, but without beh\g able to extort a word 
in reply. To argument or expostulation with him, 
she determined not to descend again, since now con- 
vinced of the uselessness of either. 

At length, indignant at her obstinate, her scornful 
8ilence, he ceased from his efforts to Soften her in his 
favour; but had scarcely done so, when suddenly 
seizing her by the robe, " Not this way,** he exclaim* 
ed, in a horrid and disordered voice, " you must not 
proceed in this direction." 

44 Not in this direction !" cried Elvina, involuntari- 
ly repeating his words, from the surprise excited by 
hismannef, or rather looks, as she turned to survey 
him. 

44 No," he replied, in the same tone in which he had 
just spoken, his lips quivering, his countenance pal* 
and haggard. ^. , 
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" And why not?'* demanded Elvina, urged by a* 
irresistible ieeling to inquire v and casting her eyes 
forward, but without being able to penetrate tttf 
dusky shades that here rose clustering to her view. 
He hesitated for a mornent to answer ; then, as ii 
convinced there was a necessity for some kind of ex- 
planation — " If you must be informed,'' cried he, 
" know, then, that a fatal catastrophe took place in 
that part of the garden to which you were bending 
your steps, a few days ago, and which, from the im- 
pression made on my mind by the circumstance, ren- 
ders it unpleasant to me to approach it again/' 

Elvina looked at him, as though she would pierce 
his soul* In the livid hue of his countenance, in his 
faltering accents^ in the wild and fearful glances 
which he directed to the spot alluded to, she read 
evident proofs of conscious guilt— of the compunc- 
tious' visitings of nature— -the terrors which still* 
from time to time, shake the soul of the flagitious; 
and with a dreadful, an appalling conviction of his 
having been instrumental to the perpetration of some 
*dire, deed there, if not the immediate perpetrator of 
it himself, she disengaged herself from his hold, and 
tottering forward to a pavilion she perceived at a lit- 
tle distance, threw herself, nearly fainting, on the 
seat. < 

" You look ill, you look alarmed," he cried, hastily 
following her, v and now somewhat recovered from 
his own emotion. 

" 111 !" repeated Elvina ; " Oh, Heavens ! how can 
I look otherwise than ill— otherwise than alarmed, 

when I think of being in the power of a " 

' " Of what ? of whom ?" eagerly demanded Don 
Rodolph, on her recollecting herself sufficiently to 
prevent the dreadful epithet which hovered on her 
lips escaping from them. 
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44 Of persons," she rejoined, after a momel 
pause, and not without trembling at what the conse- 
quences of her temerity might have been, had 
she not checked herself in time, " who show little inr 
clination to attend to my feelings. Hear me once for 
all, Don Rodolph, and let the avowal of my fixed de- 
termination induce you to favour my departure 
hence ; — no power shall influence me to give you 
my hand/' 

44 Never, by Heavens !" exclaimed he, with all the 
vehemence of rage and malice. 

44 And is it thus," cried Elvina, wildly clasping her 
hands together, and in accents at once indignant and 
reproachful-— 44 is. it thus you requite "the obligations 
you owe the deceased duke, by persecuting, by af- 
flicting, by weighing to the earth, the being who was 
the object of his tenderest care and solicitude ? , Oh ! 
though generosity should fail of influencing you, let 
the memory of the past have some weight v/ith 
you." 

44 And why may I not as well say," returned he, 
'* let my ardent passion have some effect upon your 
feelings ? Oh ! Elvina, if to promise implicit obedi- 
ence tp your wishes, to have no will but yours, can 
influence you to hearken to my vows, let me now give 
you the assurance, in this posture," throwing himdfelf 
at her feet ; 44 let me swear to be subservient to you 
in every instance." . 

Elvina, starting back on his attempting to clasp his 
arms round her, passed round a table which occu- 
pied the middle of the pavilion, in order to prevent 
nis intercepting her, and rushing from it, escaped to 
ihat part of the garden they had just come from. 

Anxious to disappoint his pursuit, still more to 
discover whether there was any outlet, by which she 
could extricate herself from him ■, she hurried onward, 
regardless of the impediments which the branching 
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roots of trees, rising high above the soil, and tangled 
thickets, grotesque and wild, threw in her w^y, tiH 
she at length found herself in a small glade, sur- 
rounded by the funereal gloom of trees of deepest 
verdure, matted together in wild luxuriance- 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm. 

Scarce had she gained it, ere struck by the idea of 
this being the spot so dreaded by the conscious Ro- 
dolph, she eagerly, as well as involuntarily glanced 
over it, and with a shuddering sensation, perceived 
the earth had lately been disturbed in one particular 
place, and near it, half buried in the withering grass 
and weeds thereabouts uprooted, a broken mattock* 

For a moment she hesitated to approach it, fearful 
of augmenting the terrors she already labored under, 
by the sight of some ghostly object ; then urged for- 
~Warct1>y an impulse too strong to be resisted, by some* 
thing like an inward voice, propelling her to the dis- 
covery, she ventured to advance, and moving the 
earth with her foot, beheld a human form beneath ; 
but the thrilling horror of the moment was chiefly 
occasioned by the sight of the habiliments in which it 
was wrapt ; stooping down, she eagerly uncovered 
the face, and beheld, as she had fearfully, shudder- 
ingly anticipated, the countenance of the young, the 
fair Dorinda. 

44 Oh ! sight of horror !" she exclaimed, as trem- 
blingly she sunk upon her knees, u murdered victim 
of the most inhuman artifices, is this the resting-place 
iii which I find thee !" 

Yes, it was but too evident that she had been spi- 
rited away from the castle, by the same mysterious 
means through which Don Rodolph had obtained 
knowledge of her proceedings, and sacrificed to his 
attibitious views and diabolical revenge. 
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„ <l Oh ! why did I suffer myself to be deceived P* 
she cried ; why not doubt hb artful statement, the 
authenticity of the still more artful letter fabricated 
for my inspection? But regret is unavailing; to 
Avenge thy murder is the only way in which I can be 
Consoled for my fatal credulity ; the resistless impulse 
th# led me to its discovery, gives me to hope, to be- 
lieve, I may yet have that power ; yes, injured spi- 
rit, unfortunate Dorinda, I may yet to thy manes be 
allowed to consecrate a tomb, commemorative alike 
of my regard, and the retributive justice of Hea- 
ven." 

In the horror of her feelings, her blood froze in 
her veins, her senses began to wander, she fancied she' 
saw the livid corse beginning to move in its shallow 
bed of earth, and with a faint shriek, started from the 
spot ; but ere she had got many yards from it, dropt 
lifeless on the ground, overpowered by her sensations* 

On reviving, she found herself reclining on a sofa 
in an apartment of the castle, and surrounded by Don 
Rodolph and his vile accomplices. They made an 
effort to learn, from her own confession, the cause 
of the state in which they had found her : but with- 
out appearing to notice their interrogations, she de- 
sired to be conducted to her chamber, and was ac- 
cordingly supported to it, by the pretended marchion- 
ess, her indisposition alarming too much the selfish 
fears of Don Rodolph, to allow of his offering any 
opposition to her wish to retire. 

.Here, at her express request, she was left to her- 
self* But solitude could not calm her mind ; it only 
permitted her to reflect uninterruptedly on her situa- 
t£on, its horrors augmented by the recent discovery ; 
phrensy ^almost seized her brain at the contempla- 
tion of it>-4 u Yet let me not despair," she cried, as 
afae threw herself on her knees to heaven, "that Be- 
ing, to whom, in the hour of joy, my vows have strll 
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been addressed, with equal fervour as the houro£ 
sorrow, will not surely now forsake me : His arm i* 
not shortened that it cannot save ; his ear is not hea- 
vy, that it cannot hear." 

At the dinner hour she was invited to descend 
from her chamber, but refused. In the course of the 
evening she was again importuned to quit it, but re- 
peated her refusal ; and at last, in order to obtain an 
opportunity of seeking for some means of escape, 
informed the mock marchioness, that feeling herself 
extremely indisposed, she was under the necessity of 
requesting her rest might not be disturbed, by any 
one's coming again to her chamber that night, except 
summoned by her. 

The marchioness gave her the assurance she re- 
quired, and a light being brought, left her to her 
agitating reflections ; from the indulgence of these, 
however, she soon started, to pursue her meditated 
search : favoured by the darkness in which all was 
now involved, she descended to the hall, and proceed- 
ed to a passage she had noticed, adjoining the parlour, 
and which, from its direction, she flattered herself 
would give her access to the garden, whence she scarce- 
ly doubted, or rather permitted herself to doubt, she 
should be able to effect her escape ; forgetting, in the 
anxiety of the moment, in her solicitude to avoid 
the dangers that threatened, those she might encoun- 
ter in her flight. 

In this hope, however, she was disappointed; 
there was no egress from it to the garden ; and with 
a sinking heart, she was retracing her steps, when 
the " tumult of loud mirth," from the apartment 
with which it communicated, arrested them, and 
looking through a crevice, to which she wafe guided 
by the light that beamed through it, she beheld Don 
Jiodolph, and the unpTmc\\>\fc& \tv < &\x\\tc\t^& of his 
villariyj seating themselves ax *\uppet \ \5asx* ^-a&^a 



* 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA. 265 

attendant, and, from their manner, she judged their 
conversation to be of the most unconstrained nature ; 
for, from their all speaking at the same moment, she 
was not able, for some minutes, to distinguish what 
they said. At length, Don Rodolph, exerting his 
voice— *-" Notwithstanding the great stress you lay 
upon your parental authority, I yet cannot help think- 
ing, my lord marquis," he cried, with an air of ri- 
dicule, " that it will prove insufficient to make your 
new daughter mine." 

" What ! do you mean, then, after all the trouble 
you have been at, in the arrangement of this plan to 
impose upon her, to give her up ?" demanded, with 
abruptness, the fictitious marquis* 

" Not so," returned Don Rodolph ; " I should be 
an egregious fool indeed, if, after all the trouble, as 
you observe, I have had on her account, I could per- 
mit myself to do so ; besides, independent of that, 
and many other considerations, my safety, after the 
discovery of this morning, demands my securing her 
mine." 

14 True," assented Kis bravo-like confidante ; " as 
her husband, she'll scarcely think of impeaching 

you." 

41 As her husband, I shall take care she shaVt," 
cried* Don Rodolph ; 44 but, prythee tell me, for I have 
never yet been fully informed on the subject, by what 
means was it the duke was led to imagine her not his 
daughter ?" 

44 Led to imagine her not his daughter!" The 
throbbing, wildly throbbing heart of Elvina echoed 
these words, and in intense anxiety to hear what fol- 
lowed,, her respiration was almost suspended. 

44 Why, as to that, my Lord, I must refer your 
Lordship to my good dame Ursula, or, I beg her 
Ladyship's pardon for the familiarity of the expres- 
sion, my lady marchioness here," bowing to her with 

z 
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an air of ironical respect, " for she was the sole con- 
triver and executor of the scheme that imposed upon 
him." 

44 Then I must request the particulars from her," 
rejoined Don Rodolph. 

44 Certainly, my Lord," she replied ; " nothing 
can give me greater pleasure than to oblige you. — 
You must know, I was born and brought up on the 
Lerida estate. At an early age, I married a hus- 
bandman belonging to the same place, but he died 
a short time after I became a mother, and the child 
speedily following, there was nothing to prevent my 
engaging myself as nurse to the marchioness of Leri- 
da. Her Lord was appointed, just at this juncture, 
ambassador to England, and fearful the voyage 
might be too much for so young an infant, she 
decided on leaving it under the care of her kinswo- 
man, the dutchess of Osma, till her return ; according- 
ly we were both taken to the palace and left there i 
but I had not been long in my residence, when the 
nurse of the young lady Elyina did something tc 
offend me, in consequence of which, I conceived such 
a spite against her, as to determine me on doing her. 
an injury, if ever I had the power. 

44 Soon after I had formed this pious determina- 
tion, a contagious disorder broke out in the palace, 
upon which the duke sent us both off to another resi- 
dence ; but his precaution with respect to her proved 
unavailing ; She fell sick, and with her young charge, 
who was committed to my care till her recovery, I 
was then hurried to another place. 

44 Mine about this time began to decline, and her 
sickly appearance suggested to me the idea of ma- 
king her the instrument of my revenge upon my ene- 
my ; in short, not to exhaust your patience, I cep- 
ceived the project of changing the children, in hopes 
the altered appearance of the supposed lady Elvina 
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would draw upon her the displeasure of the parents, 
and occasioning her dismissal from the castle, deprive 
her of the many advantages she derived from her si- 
tuation there, and which, both from hatred and envy, 
I could not endure her retaining. 

" There was nothing to prevent my carrying this 
project into effect ; the infants were both so young as 
to render it next to impossible for any one to identify 
them who was not in the habit of seeing them conti- 
nually ; and I knew the fears of the duke would pre- 
vent our being visited for some time by any one from 
the castle. 

u To be brief, I did as malice had suggested ; nor 
was the deception ever suspected. 

u My scheme to ruin my enemy succeeded. The 
altered appearance of the child was at length, in some 
degree, imputed to inattention on her part, and she 
Was accordingly dismissed. 

" Soon after I was induced, by an attachment I 
formed for his lordship there, Don Juan, also to take 
niy departure from it ; but though I did not again 
become an immediate inmate of it, I did not long 
continue absent from its vicinity. 

" Previous to our connexion, Juan was not only 
known to your lordship's father, father Jerome, but al- 
so stood high in his confidence." Elvina again started 
at these words. u Soon after it had taken place, the 
dutchess was committed to his care, and wishing for 
an attendant of her own sex for her, he deputed Juan 
to seek for one on whom they might depend. Juan 
immediately fixed on me, and accordingly, in conse- 
quence of his recommendation, I was installed in that 
office, suffering myself to be prevailed on by the libe- 
ral presents and liberal promises of the father, to quit 
Seville for apartments in the lonely part of . the con- 
Tent in which the dutchess was confined ; and where, 
from that period, we continued to reside till called 
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upon to personate the marquis and marchioness of 
Lerida." 

44 What a fortunate circumstance the secret passa- 
ges in the castle of Osma being known to father Je- 
rome," observed Don Rodolph, on her concluding^ 
44 since but for it he never would have been able to 
to obtain the knowledge so requisite for the further- 
ance of our design." 

44 Tfrey were revealed to him by the duke himself," 
said Juan, " that in case he had reason to apprehend 
any discovery respecting the dutchess, he might not 
be at a loss for a place to immediately convey her 
to, contrived between the thick walls of the building. 
They permitted him to range all over it without ob- 
servation, and to discover, unsuspected, whatever 
was going forward in it.- — But to return to the la- 
dy Elvina — I suppose it is your lordship's intention 
to disclose the real truth to her as soon as she is 
yours ?" 

44 Certainly/' answered Don Rodolph ; " but tiD 
then I wish to conceal it, lest her repugnance to be- 
coming mine should « be heightened by a conviction 
that my passion is not quite disinterested ; and 
though I know I can have recourse to violent mea- 
sures, I would yet rather avoid them, from my un- 
willingness to add to her resentment." 

44 But at all events I suppose you will not much 
longer delay your nuptials," rejoined Don Juan ; " so 
many things happen between the cup and the lip, 
that for my part, I think the sooner the knot is tied 
the better," 

44 I am* of your opinion too," replied Don Rodolph, 
41 and therefore resolved on not deferring the cere- 
mony, let her continue inexorable or not, beyond the 
arrival of Father Jerome, who, you know, is expect- 
ed, either tomorrow evening or early the* ensuing 
day." 
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" You are right," cried Juan ; " having caught 
her so cleverly in your net, 'twould be a thousand 
pities to let her escape from it." 

44 In the net indeed !" internally repeated the trem- 
bling Elvina, whom the rising of Don Rodolph from 
his seat now caused to hurry from her concealment. 
44 In the net which they privily laid is my foot ta- 
ken," she cried as she regained her apartment. 

Yet, amidst the agitation, the terror of the mo- 
ment, she could not help reflecting, with a sensation 
of delight,- on her restoration to the loved title she 
had deemed herself deprived of, endeared by the ten- 
der sentiments she cherished for the memory of him 
to whom she bore it ; yes, notwithstanding his many 
faults and offences — faults and offences, she sighed, 
she grieved to think of, so superior had the noble- 
ness of his aspect, the elevation of his sentiments, 
made him appear in her eyes, to almost every other 
being, so strongly were her affections rivetted to him, 
by the light in which she had always been taught to 
consider him, the mingled pride and pleasure with 
which he appeared to regard her, that spite of the 
revival of the obstacles, which the confirmation of 
their consanguinity occasioned, to her ever becoming 
Don Ferdinand's, she could not but rejoice at find- 
ing herself again the daughter of the Duke of Osma- 

But transient was the indulgence of a pleasurable 
feeling — from what she had just heard, she saw no 
time was to be lost, in endeavouring to effect her es- 
cape ; another day, and to hope to disengage herself 
from the toils in which she was entangled, would be 
useless. 

Yet in what way was she to make an effort for the 
purpose ? to think of winning over any one in the 
castle to her interest, would be idle, and alm^v* e**^ 1 - 
ly so, she feared, to imagine by herself pfctedfastly re- 
able to find any secret outlet from it. im, whom ex- 

\ 
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With difficulty could she prevent the wild shrieks 
of despair from bursting from her heart, at the little 
probability there appeared of her being able to avoid 
the fate impending over her. A thousand times, in 
the distraction of her mind, did she call upon her 
Olivia — her Ferdinand, to save her. 

As with disordered steps she paced the room, now 
wringing her hands despairingly, now with streaming 
eyes offering up her vows to Heaven, her robe was, 
caught by a hook in the wall, and in pulling it away r 
she drew aside part of the tapestry, with which the 
chamber was hung, and which in many places was 
rent, and discovered beneath, a small door fastened 
with a bolt. 

Trembling between hope and fear, she immediate- 
ly tried to open it ; she succeeded in her effort, and 
beheld a desolate chamber beyond. Returning for 
the light, she advanced into it, and glancing round, 
perceived another door, nearly opposite the one by* 
which she had gained admission, and secured in the 
same manner. 

She did not find it quite so easy, however, to open 
this ; but despair lending her strength, she had at 
length succeeded in forcing back the bolt, which time 
had rusted in its fastenings, and a little way from it, 
beheld a steep and narrow staircase, which she imme- 
diately began to descend, not without a hope that 
Providence had at length heard her prayer,, and in 
permitting this discovery, furnished her with the 
means of effecting her escape. 

The stairs terminated m a low vaulted passage, 
which, from the mouldering appearance of its walls, 
evidently occasioned by damp, and the chilling air 
that pervaded it, now dimming her light, now threat- 
ening its, total extinction, she felt almost convinced, 
ea, • wner ^jed, i e d immediately to the sufeterrane- 
di *y* of the building. 
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But no dangers she might encounter, no horrors 
she might experience in traversing them, could for 
a moment, intimidate or deter her from determining to 
prosecute, if possible, her search through them, for an 
outlet by which to escape. 

Her imagination could not picture to her any* thing 
half so dreadful as becoming the wife of the guilty 
and deteste'd Rodolph. 

The passage ended in another deep descent of 
stairs, terminating at a door likewise bolted on the 
outside ; but though heavy, the bolt readily yielded 
to her effort tor draw it aside, and the door swinging 
back on its rusty hinges, disclosed to her view a gloo- 
my chamber, evidently, from the ruggedness of the 
Walls and roof, hollowed in the solid rock. 

She was here obliged to move with still greater 
caution ; the pent-up vapours, and sudden draughts 
of air, still more endangering her light. Shading it 
with her hand, she eagerly looked round for some 
way of passing from this dreary spot, but without 
being able to discover one, till her eyes at lengtk fell 
upon a grated door, enclosed between «tip« walls, 
which projected some way into the chamber. * 

Instantly approaching it, she set down the light, in 
order to apply her strength to the bolt, which secured 
it towards the bottom. When in the very act of 
stooping to undraw it, slowly, silently rising to her 
view, appeared a human countenance. 

She shrieked, and drew back ; then a little recover- 
ing herself, and reflecting on the probability there 
was, of its being some unfortunate victim to the cru- 
elty of Don Rodolph, or his iniquitous confederates, 
whom she saw, was on the point of inquiring, but ere 
she had power to articulate a word, dropt lifeless orr 
the ground, overpowered by the feelings she ex- 
perienced, when, as her eye still more stedfastly re- 
garded it, she beheld the features of him, whom ex- 
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ternally, as well as internally, she still mourned — the 
ghastly countenance of her deceased father ! 

On reviving, she fearfully raised her head from 
the ground, but perceiving the apparition still gazing 
atjier, through the iron bars of the door, again shrieTc- 
ed and hid her face in her hands: then a little. recol- 
lecting herself again and slowly raising herself on her 
knees, " In the name of the holy saints," she ex- 
claimed, "speak, say, who? what are you? do my 
senses wander ? or has the grave indeed given up its 
dead?" 

" Rather let me demand," was the reply, " by 
what accursed means have you been drawn hither? 
why is it that I behold you in this den of guilt, this 
cell ,of misery ? yet if the circumstances have not led 
to any fatal consequences to you, 'tis one, perhaps, 
I should not grieve at, since one to which I may pro* 
bably owe the preservation of my life : collect your- 
self Elvina, a tale of wonder awaits you : remove the 
impediment to my again enfolding you in my arms, 
and let us not waste minutes so precious as the pre- 
sentfin.idle expressions of surprise/' 

Elvina, almost franticly, obeyed him ; the door was 
unbolted, and the next instant she found herself clas- 
ped in the dear embraces of him, whom but a minute 
before she had imagined mouldering in the tomb of 
his ancestors. 

But oh! how was the rapture of the minute check- 
ed by the situation in which she discovered him, by 
the grief and terror it inspired ! 

"Oh! after this unexpected restoration," she ex- 
claimed, when wonder and emotion would again al- 
low her to speak, "ta have thee torn from me by the 
ruthless hand of murder, 'twould be more than rea- 
son could support. But do I indeed again possess 
thee?" she continued, still more intently regarding 
him, still more fervently returning his embrace , " ra* 
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ther is it not some phantom of my imagination I be- 
hold, which quickly vanishing, will leave me involved 
in still deeper gloom and horror ?" 

Again he reminded her of the necessity of com- 
posure, again of the importance of the present mo- 
ments ; and at last succeeded in drawing from her, 
but in a broken and unconnected manner, the story 
of her sufferings, and particulars of the imposition 
which had been contrived for the purpose of drawing 
her thither. 

Dim as was the light which now beamed around 
tjiem, and wild and agitated as were her feelings, 
she yet was able to perceive a strong expression or 
confusion in his countenance ; his sallow cheek* 
wasted by long suffering, and the consuming fire of 
smothered indignation, flushed by a sudden hectic, 
on her imparting to him the discovery made her by 
Olivia, but which, in the feelings excited by the par- 
ticulars that quickly followed the communication of 
it, he seemed not only to cease regretting, but also to 
pardon. 

Clasping her again to his bosom, with threefold 
rapture, on finding she was indeed his own, " Mer- 
ciful powers !" he exclaimed, " this is indeed some 
amends for recent sufferings : yes," he continued, 
44 to know you are indeed my daughter, is a source 
of unutterable transport, not only from the ardour of 
my affection for you, but as relieving me from the 
humiliating, the degrading consciousness of deception. 
A thousand times has the pride, the pleasure I took 
in. you, been damped by the supposition, of your not 
being mine ; but that drawback on my happiness in 
you is now removed, and terrible is the vengeance I 
meditate on those concerned in deceiving me." 

He then a little checking himself, and perceiving, 
from the wildness of her looks and manner, that she 
was still ready to doubt the evidence of her senses. 
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in consequence of being still uninformed of the means 
by which he contrived to impose a belief of his death, 
or his motives for wishing it believed, proceeded to 
inform her : 

44 Aware of things taking the course they did, 
convinced, from my knowledge of the character of 
Don Ferdinand, that he would be the avenger of his 
father's injured honour, I determined on counterfeit- 
ing death, in hopes of embroiling his house still further 
with the partizans of mine, of whose revenging my 
supposed fall I could not doubt, except, indeed, the 
king showed some inclination to that effect, as I was 
rather tempted to think might be the case, from his 
perfect knowledge of their violence, and also for the 
purpose of still more securely pursuing my plans of 
meditated revenge on him. 

44 Sir Lorenzo, whom I had merely detained as a. 
hostage for the performance of Olivia's promises, I 
resolved on making, the instrument of this revenge : 
I well knew his return to Lisbon, at this critical junc- 
ture, when nothing but a doubt of the illegitimacy of 
the queen prevented the people from unanimously 
declaring in favour of the master of Avis, would oc- 
casion the loss of Portugal to John, 

44 1 accordingly lost no time in acquainting him 
with my intention. I entered his confinement at the 
very moment he was on the point of betraying him- 
self to Don Ferdinand, who, but whether by chance 
or not, I never gave myself even the trouble of sur- 
mising, had approached it, and discovered him at a 
window. 

44 Thirsting as he was for revenge, you may readily 
suppose he unhesitatingly -concurred in all my plans; 
every assurance I could desire he gave me, for assist- 
ing me in the design I had formed, of dispossessing 
John of the crown, and restoring the family of Pe- 
dro, not out of any regard to them, I confess, but 
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merely in consequence of the injury I conceived he 
had done me, in his preference of the marquis of Al- 
meria to me* 

"The traitor Jerome was my confidant in this, as, 
in almost every other instance through life. Through 
his means I was conveyed to the convent on Ferdi- 
nand's quitting the field to procure me that assis- 
tance which I required not ; through his means my 
wounds were pronounced incurable; and lastly, a be- 
lief of my death excited. 

" The readiness, however, with which he appear- 
ed to enter into my plans was, in reality for the pur- 
pose of furthering his own. 

" He regarded me as one of the chief obstacles to 
the accomplishment of his ambitious views respecting 
you ; were I removed, ways might be found, he flat- 
tered himself, of either enticing or betraying you in- 
to a marriage with his son. 

w But a transient absence was not sufficient. He 
knew my disposition too well not to know what he 
had to expect if, on my return, I found he had availed 
himself of it to bring about such an event. Besides, 
he feared allowing the prosecution of my projects, 
lest the irremediable ruin of my family should be the 
result. Accordingly, on my journey to Lisbon with 
Sir Lorenzo, he had us both waylaid. -Sir Lorenzo 
was fortunate enough to effect his escape, but I was 
overpowered and conveyed hither to be put to death 
by the ferocious Juan. 

44 Juan, however, hesitated about my immediate 
destruction. Distrustful of the promises of his em- 
ployer, he resolved on ascertaining their sincerity ere 
he deprived himself of the power of being revenged 
on him in case of their failure. In a word, he resol- 
ved on receiving the reward promised for the perpe- 
tration of the deed, ere he in reality perpetrated it. 

44 This he had the hardiness to avow to me; nor 
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was he less backward in disclosing the real character 
of the execrable Jerome, giving me to see th&€'I had 
been at once the dupe of the most consummate base- 
ness and art. 

41 I need not describe to you what my transports 
were at the discovery. My reason yielded at times 
to their violence, now and then affording me a short 
respite from my sufferings. 

" But if still greater, I should still consider them 
sufficiently compensated, in being allowed to wreck 
my meditated vengeance on the traitor Jerome* and 
his miscreant son. But I will not, cannot doubt my 
being so : Heaven is too just not to allow me to 
avenge my wrongs. But to account to you for my • 
intimacy with such a character : — Our acquaintance 
commenced in early life ; we were educated at the 
same university, and for a considerable time after 
quitting it, engaged in the same pursuits. To this 
castle, now dreary, desolate, and the scene of the 
most dreadful attrocities, but then of festive hospita- 
lity, I frequently repaired with him, to enjoy the 
pleasures of the chace ; and he, in return, partook at 
mine of the more refined ones of gay and elegant so- 
ciety. 

u At length, a fatal catastrophe led him to em- 
brace a monastic life, a life of all others he was un- 
qualified for, from the natural licentiousness of his 
disposition, a licentiousness I unhappily gave him too 
amply the power of gratifying, from the situation I 
elevated him to. 

" A grandee of the first rank fell in a combat with 
him, occasioned by the injury he had done his ho- 
nour, in the seduction of his M'ife, and which, through 
the treachery, or more properly speaking, perhaps, 
fidelity of a domestic, he being absent at the time on 
a distant embassy, was betrayed to him ; and in ter- 
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ror of the resentment of his powerful and exaspera- 
ted family, he' fled to a convent as a refuge from it. 

44 So artfully, however, did he conduct himself on 
this occasion, that to remorse I was led to ascribe 
what in reality was owing to cowardice ; nor hesita- 
ted to assure him of my protection, for the unhappy 
offspring of this illicit connexion, which the wretched 
mother, soon after its birth, found means to convey 
to him, fearful of the treatment it might experience 
from her own family, if allowed to remain in their 
power, from the light in which they must consider it. 

44 This premise I faithfully fulfilled ': through my 
interest he was ennobled, and obtained a distinguish- 
ed situation about the person of the king. 

44 But to return to the execrable father. About the 
period I conceived of immuring your mother^ the 
superior of the convent of St. Ildefonso died, and I 
proposed elevating him to that dignity, on condition 
that he would aid me in it. 

44 'Tis unnecessary to say, he joyfully acceded to 
the terms. Yet still so blindly prejudiced was I in 
his favour, as to believe that nothing but an ardent 
wish to oblige me could have induced him to submit 
to them. 

44 His son, partly brought up beneath his care, and 
to whom, as soon as he was of an age to be entrust- 
ed with the secret, he revealed the ties that connect- 
ed them, he rendered, by his instructions and exam- 
ple, as great an adept in the art of dissimulation as he 
himself was. 

44 For, except a proficient in it, it is utterly impos- 
sible his real principles, as now developed by the dis- 
covery of the actions he has committed, should have 
remained unsuspected. 

44 His having the presumption to raise his eyes to 
you, was no doubt owing to the instigations of his fa- 
ther, who, proud and ambitious in the extreme, wish- 
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ed for his stilLfurther elevation, and in whose heart 
I have ndw^l^ison to believe he was the only be- 
ing that ever excited the smallest degree of tender- 
ness* 

44 So artfully, however, upon that, as well as every 
other occasion, did the unprincipled Jerome conduct 
himself, that on my expressing the indignation which 
the discovery of this presumption inspired, I was led 
to believe he not only as deeply resented it, but was 
till that moment ignorant of it. 

44 For the deep interest he ever appeared to take 
in whatever concerned Rodolph, the discovery of 
their connexion no doubt at once accounted to you ; 
as also that of his access to .the secret passage of the 
castle, for the knowledge he obtained of your inten- 
tions." 

44 True," replied Elvina ; u and no doubt the mys- 
terious warning I one night received in the garden, 
to beware of the supposed St. Valery, was owing to 
him, under a hope that if led to break with him, I 
might be induced to favour the addresses of his son ; 
and also the secret intimation received at court, of 
Don Ferdinand's intended visit to me. One thing, 
however, still remains inexplicable, and that is, my 
attendants being so readily induced to leave me, ig- 
norant as they were of the motive of my journey 
here/' 

44 That is easily accounted for," replied the duke ; 
44 they were doubtless in the pay of Jerome, for Juan 
has informed me, that finding it more convenient to 
be supplied, from my castle, with the luxuries requi- 
site for his midnight orgies, than elseMfere, he found 
means of subverting the principles ot%nany of the 
domestics } thus decending, through his agents, to 
meannesses, equal to the vices he commit 

own person.'* 5 

& 
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'* All that required explanation then, is now ex- 
plained," said Elvina ; u and it only remains to won- 
der at his consummate hypocrisy and wickedness, 
and pray for our final extrication from his toils.". 

41 Of that I have little doubt," returned the duke ; 
Juan, who visits me every night with provisions, fear- 
ful of approaching me at any other time, lest the se- 
cret of my being in existence should he discovered, 
\vill not choose to risk his life, by refusing to conduct 
us to the oudet there is from the subterraneous cham- 
bers. But so impatient am I for revenge, that though 
I know, from the murder of the hapless Dorinda, an 
ignominious death awaits the miscreant son as well 
as father, I could not prevail on myself to defer the 
immediate accomplishment of it on Rodolph, now 
that I have recovered my sword," glancing as he 
spoke towards another part of the cavern, where, for 
the first time, Elvina noticed one, lying among some 
scattered pieces of armour, u but for the fearful con- 
sequences I should leave you exposed to, if unhappi- 
ly foiled in the attempt.'' Eivina shuddered at the 
bare idea, nor rested, aware of the impetuosity of his 
feelings, till she had extorted a solemn promise from 
him, not to attempt avenging their injuries, until be- 
yond the power of those who had inflicted them. 

Assured there was no danger of their being surpris- 
ed, from Juan's noctural visit having been already 
paid, she could not think of quitting her newly-re- 
stored parent, till the approach of morning should 
render it requisite. 

Seated beside him, on a projection of the rocky 
wall, she now gazed at him, with eyes suffused with 
t«ars of exquisite delight, now with an expression of 
that seemed to say,' she yet at times doubt- 
ftdence of her senses. 

touring to sooth her, he proceeded to ob- 
tat the first transports of his indignation and 
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resentment against the king had subsided ; he in con- 
sequence rather rejoiced than otherwise, at being pre- 
vented carrying the projects which they gave rise to 
into full effect. 

44 Another change too, of a still more pleasing na- 
ture, perhaps, to you," with a faint smile he added, 
" has been effected in my feelings, by my having had 
time for reflection. Juan, who, though deaf to the 
voice of humanity, was not always so to that of curi- 
osity, if, indeed, the feelings that suggested the inqui- 
ries deserve no other appellation, informed me of all 
that you and ,Don Ferdinand suffered sjnce my sup- 
nosed death t an4 so much has the information af- 
fectea me, iliat I no longer Feel reluct*!* to you* 

union." 

Trembling between hope and fear, Elvina could 
only by tears express what she felt at this declaration ; 
yet, notwithstanding the perturbation of her mind, 
she couli not avoid reflecting on the happiness she 
should derive from it, if once relieved from her pre- 
sent terrors, since there was no longer any obstacle to 
her coming to a full explanation with Don Ferdi-. 
nand ; all dread of the consequences she had appre- 
hended, from the disclosure of Dorinda's story to 
him, being now done away, by the commission of the 
crime, which rendered Don Rodolph answerable at 
another tribunal than that of honour for his .conduct 
to her. 

But imperfect as was the happiness the unexpected 
declaration of the duke afforded her, it would have 
been yet less so, had she known the motive to which 
it was in reality owing ; had she suspected that his at 
length avowing a disposition to sanction the addresses 
of Don Ferdinand was occasioned, not by any abate- 
ment of his ancient prejudices, or admiration of his 
exalted character, but solely by an interested wish to 
strengthen himself, by an alliance with his powerful 



\ 



HOUSES OF OSMA AND ALMERIA, 281 

house, lest some of his frustrated projects should un- 
fortunately come to light, fortified by such an acces- 
sion of interest ; and he flattered himself his enemies 
would in vain attempt his ruin* 

If to be able to look into the human heart would 
save us at times from misery, the reverse would now 
and then be the case, since the mind of sensibility can- 
not perhaps experience a severer pang, than that in- 
flicted by the detection of premeditated insincerity ; 
by discovering that the profession or promise which 
afforded it delight, from the generous motive to which 
it was ascribed, was solely dictated by a sinister 
one. 

The already too heavily afflicted Elvina had not 
this pang to endure, from not being able to suspect 
the reality of her father's esteem for the noble Ferdi- 
nand, so natural to her did it seem, that his eyes 
should at length be opened to his exalted worth, or 
conceive him capable of interested views* 

j^t length, a ray of light glimmering through a cre- 
vice in the side of the dungeon, warned them of the 
necessity of parting ; Elvina reluctantly obeyed the 
warning ; his unexpected restoration, and the danger 
he was in, endearing him still more to her filial hear • 
As soon as possible, he commanded her join him at 
pight ; and at length she lingeringly bade him adieu. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



Revenge impatient rose. 

Colli its* 

Regaining her chamber, Elvina prostrated herself, 
to return her fervent acknowledgements to Heaven, 
for the double discovery of this eventful night* 

But terror soon broke in upon the ardour of her 
devotion. Her mind was shaken by apprehension ; 
her mind almost died within her, when she reflected 
on the probability there was of the arrival of Father 
Jerome that day 7 yet a little recovering front the 
dread that oppressed her, she tried to hope, tried to 
flatter herself, in order to prevent her feelings from 
entirely overcoming her, that even if it did take place, 
her tears, her entreaties might obtain her a short re- 
spite from the violence she expected to follow it, a 
respite which she trusted the goodness of Providence 
would enable her to. turn to the account she wished. 

But should the reverse be the case — the suggestion 
was too horrible to be dwelt on for a moment ; she 
could not without madness pause for an instant on the 
inevitable consequences ; a parent murdered perhaps 
in her very sight, and the execrable Rodolph forcings 
her to become his. 

If her present feelings were capable of aggravation, 

it was at the torturing reflection of the dangers by 

Which they were surrounded being entirely the result 
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•f the conduct of the duke himself, entirely owing 
to his having suffered himself to be warped from the 
path of integrity and honour by unjust prejudice and 
evenge. 

Yes, spite of the love and reverence she bore him, 
she could not but acknowledge to herself, that he had 
been highly culpable ; yet, whatever were his faults, * 
his offences, she humbly, fervently trusted, his late, 
his present sufferings, would be considered as a suffi- 
cient expiation of them* 

Young day poured in apace, and soon the sun look- 
ed forth, in boundless majesty, shedding the shining 
day, 

t " That burnished plays, 

On rocks, and hills, and towers, and wandering streams. 
High* gleaming from afar." 

But Elvina was lost to every thing but the horrors of 
her situation, till startled by a knock at the chamber 
door ; fearfully she unbolted it, and the pretended 
marchioness made her appearance. 

Drawing back with a look of surprise, "Why, I 
really belie ve," cried she, "from your appearance, 
you have not been in bed all night* Mercy on me ! 
sure this is not the way in which you expect to get 
better." 

"If I appear to want rest so much then," return- 
ed Elvina, falteringly, " leave me now to the enjoy- 
ment of it." 

-" What at this hour ? Oh, my lord Marquis and 
Don Rodolph expect you to breakfast." 

" 'Tis impossible, impossible for me to join them," 
cried Elvina, retreating from the door, as if fearful of 
her using violence to draw her from the room. 

Somewhat alarmed by the wildness of her manner, 
Ursula immediately withdrew to report it to Don 
Rodolph; and he, in consequence, fearful, if he did 
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not allow her harassed mind some little respite, of 
reducing her to a state, that would render abortive 
nil his ambitious hopes respecting her, determined on 
leave her unmolested till die arrival of father Jero- 
me, when he resolved on being decisive with her. 

To dwell on the dreadful interval is unnecessary ; 
suffice it, father Jerome arrived in the evening, and 
the necessity he was under of returning the follow- 
ing day to die convent, confirmed his abandoned son 
in this resolve. 

Accordingly, Ursula was again despatched to the 
chamber of the hapless Elvina, to desire her imme- 
diate presence below, but without informing her why. 

But in s vain she now strove to gain admission to 
her. Elvina, continually on the watch, from the mo- 
ment thei. hour drew nigh, at which father Jerome, 
from what she had overheard, might be expected, 
had ascertained his arrival, and losing, in the unut- 
terable dismay the circumstance excited, all seif-re- 
collectian, all command over herself, or power to 
make those efforts for the suspension of her fate, 
which, while the danger was more remote, she had 
flattered herself she should have been equ$l to, im- 
mediately secured the door of her apartment, and now 
stood leaning against it, unable to speak or move. 

Finding her efforts to gain admission, or obtain an 
answer to her repeated demands for it unavailing, 
Ursula at length descended to her employers, not 
without an apprehension of some fatal catastrophe 
having taken place within the chamber, an apprehen- 
sion which immediately communicating itself to them, 
occasioned their directly proceeding thither* 

The sound of their approaching voices restoring 
Elvina to animation, she fled towards the inner cham- 
ber ; but ere she had gained it, a sudden recollection 
of the dreadful, the appalling consequences likely to 
accrue from her seeking refuge there, made her draw 
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back, and letting fall the tapestry, which she had 
raised for the purpose of advancing into it, she turn- 
ed to face her persecutors. 

The door was burst open by the alarmed and infu- 
riate Rodolph, and as he rushed in, followed by the 
fiend-like Jerome, the ferocious Juan, the equally sa- 
vage and unprincipled Ursula, and some other of the 
instruments of their atrocities, Elvina involuntarily 
dropt on her knees, and ivith folded and uplifted 
* hands, seemed silently to implore that mercy which 
her looks but too evidently indicated her despair of. 

Rodolph, darting forward, snatched her from the 
floor, and detaining her in his arms, " Since gentle 
means have proved ineffectual," he exclaimed, " since 
even parental authority has interposed in vain in my 
behalt, wonder not at my having recourse to other 
measures to secure you mine." 

44 Parental authority !" repeated the struggling 
Elvina, roused to desperation y K and have you in- 
deed the folly to believe you succeeded in deceiving 
me ? are you indeed so senseless as to imagine," the 
lividness of terror yielding to the flush of contempt 
; and indignation for a moment as she spoke, " that so 
gross an imposition could pass upon me ? Had the re- 
verse, however been the case, still would you have 
found me as inexorable as now. Think not of ever 
being able to overpower my abhorrence of you. 
Should you force me to the altar, to the laws of man 
as well as God will I appeal for the dissolution of the 
unhallowed union." 

44 Attend to her no longer," in the vehement ac- 
cents of mingled rage and malice, and with looks 
that corresponded, now interrupted his iniquitous 
father* u Give yourself a right to check those un- 
qualified expressions of hatred by becoming her mas- 
ter immediately." 

At these words Don Rodolph made an effort to 
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force her to the door ; but acquiring strength from 
despair, she burst from his hold, and wrapping her 
arms round a pillar of the bed, clung to it ; he tried 
to tear her from it, but resisting his efforts, u Wretch!" 
he exclaimed ; a murderer ! with your hands reeking 
with the blood of your innocent wife, dare you think 
of dragging another victim to the altar ? God of mer- 
cy f thou in whose protection I ever confided, desert 
me not at this dreadful crisis* Oh ! save me from 
the gulf that yawns before me ; let thy bolt of retri- 
butive justice at length strike his guilty head." 

Exasperated to fury by this invocation, Don Ro- 
dolph, with unmanly violence, now renewed his ef- 
forts to tear her from the pillar, and at length suc- 
ceeded, 

44 Yet. he» ffie, Rodolph, she then exclaimed with 
increasing vehemence. u Grant merthe respite of a 
few short hours at least." 

44 What !" he replied, " after the avowal of such 
sentiments, can you expect any attention to your 
wishes from me ? No, no," he added, "you have too 
dearly demonstrated, by what you have said, the lit- 
tle likelihood there is, of any thing of the kind ma- 
king any impression "on you, to induce me to it." 

Her shrieks now echoed through the building. Re- 
gardless, however, of them, he persevered in forcing 
her towards the door, but ere he had succeeded in 
dragging her from the chamber, the clang of steel was 
heard from within the inner one ; and instantly after, 
from beneath the tapestry that concealed the entrance 
to it, appeared a majestic figure cased in armour. 

Rushing forward, with one hand he rescued the 
panting Elvina, while with the other he plunged his 
sword into the polluted heart of the unguarded, v Doh 
Rodolph, and who, staggering backwards, with one 
deep and deadly groan, dropt lifeless at the feet of 
the horror-struck Jerome .'—-horror-struck, but not so 
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much by this dreadful catastrophe, as from believing, 
that in him to whom it was owing, he beheld the aven-< 
ging spirit of the murdered Osma, come like one of 
the ministers of that unfathomable retribution, who 
make their circuit in this lower world, and take ac- 
count of all the deeds of darkness, to revenge his 
wrongs* 

Well indeed might he conceive a thought of this 
nature, not only from his belief of the murder of the 
duke, but the. terrible expression of his countenance, 
as> revealed to view by his visor being up. 

Restless, anxious, and impatient, after resuming his 
armour, he, from time ta time, advanced into the 
passage communicating with his dungeon, to listen 
for his daughter ; her piercing shrieks echoing to it, 
drew him to her chamber ; and the just punishment 
he had inflicted o^he guilty son, would quickly have 
been followed bjMf similar act of retribution, on the 
still more atrocicXs father, but for the sudden seizure 
of his arms by the caitiff Juan* 

Quickly undeceiving the conscience striken monk, 
with an assurance that at another moment he would ac- 
count for what now appeared extraordinary, he pro- 
posed the removal of the duke to the dungeon whence 
he had just escaped. 

u To a dungeon which he shall not be able to burst 
again," impiously returned the sanguinary Jerome, 
u till the last day* This moment let him be immolat- 
ed to my vengeance : yet no," he suddenly added, as, 
overpowered by numbers, the Duke vainly tried to 
defend himself, " a summary pimlshment were a poor 
revenge; to satisfy me, I must have groan for groan, 
and pang for pang : bind him, and let him be convey- 
ed to Seville, to meet the fate that there awaits him 
as a traitor* Yes, Rodolph," he continued, kneeling 
down beside the weltering and still palpitating body of 
his son, u ill-starred and beloved Rodolph, raisin £ 
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his stiffening hand to his lips as he spoke, " 'tis only 
Vhen- 1 behold his blood streaming from the scaffold, 
his head blackening in the changing seasons, I shall 
think thee avenged :— but what snail avenge thee I 
what atone for thy loss ? thou whom I cherished with 
such tenderness ; to whom 1 looked forward with 
such mingled pride and exultation : and shall he who 
robbed me of thee sink into his grave, with the soo- 
thing idea of leaving a child to mourn him ! no, by 
Heaven ! childless as he has rendered me, so childless 
shall he die," he cried, starting from the ground &s 
he spoke, and with eyes glaring with horrible fury, 
approaching the almost frantic ElVina, as kneeling she 
clasped the knees of her disarmed father. 

The unbending soul of Osm* would not suffer him 
to supplicate ; yet more than mortal'agony he endu- 
red, when he beheld the ruffian handtof Jerome twist- 
ed in the dishevelled tresses- of hi sVpghter, and saw 
her, with brutal violence, dragged Worn him; a deep, 
a hollow groan burst from him, and u Oh ! execrable 
villain!" with an appealing look to Heaven, he ex- 
claimed* ^ 

More he was nbt allowed to utter : he was forced 
from the room, "pursued by the shrieks of his daugh- 
ter for mercy* Juan remained behind, and struck 
with a vague idea of deriving same advantage from 
her beauty, threw himself between her and the uplifted 
dagger of Jerome— - u Nay," cried he, holding his 
arm, " do not imbrue your hand in her blood; leave 
her to me." ^ 

44 To thee P' returned Jerome with fury, aad trying 
to shake him off, "to thee, who hast already betray- 
ed the trust reposed in thee ! Wretch, but for tbee, 
I should not now have to lament a murdered son." 

44 The labourer is worthy of his hire," retorted 
Juan ; 44 had you put me out of suspense at once 
about the reward, I should not have hesitated to 
commit the deed." 
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44 What ! add insolence to treachery !" cried Je- 
• rome, with increasing rage, and now relinquishing 
| his hold of Elvina, in order to turn his whole fury 
> upon him. 

Released from his grasp, Elvina, with a frantic 
shriek of mingled joy and terror, darted from ths 
room ; in the general confusion that prevailed through- 
out the building, she might, perhaps, she thought, be 
able to effect her escape. 

She had remarked a door at the end of the galle- 
ry, and to that she now directed her steps, aware that 
to descend tcj the hall would be certain destruction ; 
but ere she had gained it, he/- arm was seized behind, 
and at the same moment, the shriek which was burst- 
ing from her lips was prevented by the application 
of a hand to her mouth ; turning a frenzied glance 
upon the person who had seized her, she beheld one 
of the ruffians of the execrable Jerome. 

44 Hold," cried he, " I am inclined to serve you." 
44 To serve me !" exclaimed the nearly sinking 
Elvina, with almost a shriek of joy, and holding up 
her trembling hands to him. 

44 Be cautious," cried he, 44 or j'bur voice may be- 
tray us." 

Then motioning her to follow him, he led the way 
to a private staircase, beyond the door to which she 
was advancing. 

Here again pausing, 44 Now," said he, 44 if I un- 
dertake your deliverance, what reward can you give 

me?" 

44 AU that I can now comnmnd," returned Elvina, 
taking from her neck a rich locket, and with her 
purse, putting it into his hand ; u and should more 
not be in my power, my prayers shall be continually 
offered up to Heaven to recompense you for the 
deed." 

44 Well, I accept what you have now given me, as 

b b 
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a pledge of more, should you ever have the meansi 
and will immediately conduct you hence ; for though j 
I am, or rather have been, in the pay of father Je~ 
rome, yet, when as great an advantage can be de- 
rived from a good as a bad action, I have always ar* 
inclination to the former, which, let me assure you* 
is more than every one can say ; for there are people 
who are wicked for the sake of wickedness itself." 

Then taking her hand, he softly conducted her 
down the stairs, and through several lonely chambers, 
till at length he brought her to a door, opening im- 
mediately beyond the building, and h which hastily 
unbolting, they passed through. 

What the feelings of Elvina were, at this moment, 
may easier be conceived than described-— her high- 
wrought ecstacy a t finding herself beyond those dread- 
ed walls, whose gloomy and suspicious appearance 
in some degree prepared the shuddering mind for 
the scenes passing within them, and which, but a few 
minutes before, she imagined she never should have 
passed, at finding herself not only rescued from the 
horrors of impending death, but free to pursue the 
steps of her fettered father, to mitigate the suffer- 
ings he might be destined, to sustain, to exert herself 
for him, to supplicate his friends, to animate their 
zeal in his cause, if necessary ! 

Overcome by her sensations, or rather in a trans- 
port of adoring gratitude, to that Being whose migh- 
ty arm had been outstretched for her deliverance, 
she fell prostrate a fe^~ steps from him, with her face 
to the ground. 

Hastily raising her, " If you thus desert yourself," 
cried her companion, imputing to unsubdued terror^ 
her involuntary prostration, " my safety demands thatr 
I also should desert you." 

This threat, in a moment had the desired effect — 
" Oh ! fear not," she cried, reanimated by it, ^nd 
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^stgerly grasping his arm, with a suppliant look, 
c fear not that I should not exert myself." 

Again taking hold of her, he supported her steps 
Across the rugged space intervening between the 
building and the woods, amidst which they immedi- 
ately began to ascend ; a small hamlet lay. at some 
distance, to which their course was directed, for the 
Purpose of procuring mules, and the escort necessary 
to safety in travelling this wild and dreary track. 
Day was by this time closed in, and the natural gloom 
of night was deepened by the dark umbrage of the 
woods. But neither the terrors of darkness, nor the 
difficulties of the way, which often led through brakes, 
where it was scarcely possible to force a passage, 
had any effect upon Elvina. The object she had in 
view, even more than the idea of the dangers she had 
escaped from, and which, by comparison, rendered 
those of the present moment insignificant, gave her 
courage to bear up against fatigue and apprehen- 
sion. 

At length they reached the spot where she was en- 
couraged to hope she should, at least in some degree, 
be removed from both— nor was she disappointed : 
the hamlet, however, was by this time wrapt in re- 
pose, and several minutes elapsed ere her companion 
succeeded in raising the little inn. 

While making the eifort, Elvina rested her weary 
frame on a stone bench at the door, inhaling, not 
without something of a delicious sensation-— a sensa- 
tion principally excited by an involuntary review of 
the present and few last hours, the balmy fragrance 
of the unpruned and neglected jessamine, that partly 
falling from the wall above, hung round it, and gaz- 
ing on the scattered objects, that gave her the sweet 
assurance of being again in a place where innocence 
and peace at least were to be met with. 

A rippling current, sparkling in the beams of the 
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moon, that now, risen high in the firmament, sj 
her silver emanations far around, ran near her, » 
ing her pensive ear by its melancholy sound, " 
ever and anon, the faint shuddering of the wood 
casioned a feeling of thrilling awe. 

At length, the repeated knocks and hollows o 
companion were answered ; a lattice was opened 
a gruff voice demanded what was the matter. 

The reply, accompanied by a previously cone 
story of their having been robbed by banditti, 
from whom with difficulty they had escaped, ir 
diately obtained them what they required : the 
was quickly opened, and while the mules were 
paring, and the guide getting ready, Elvina pai 
of some refreshment at it. Then mounting 
mule, and still accompanied by her deliverer, sh 
forward, regardless of fatigue, and with a faint 
that all might yet end well ; that the sorrow, the 
ieties, the solicitudes of the present moment, n 
all yet be amply compensated, by the happy del 
ance of her father. 






CHAP. XIX. 



anst thou do, O Cotmat, for the fatten chief ? Her steps • 
at i her hair is loose ; her eye looks wildly through her 

Ossiav. 

remorseless Jerome did not again change his 
nation respecting the duke. He was convey- < 
jville, to which a rumour of the deception he 
:tised, owing to some inadvertent expressions 
Lorenzo, had preceded him ; and the motives 
h it was owing being fully developed, by. 
Df the father, who possessed papers explana- 
them, he was tried, found guilty of high trea- . 
[ sentenced to death ; his titles attainted, and 
ossessions seized on by the king, 
iroud soul, disdainful of a falsehood, would., 
e suffered him to deny the reality of the 
adduced against him, even though there had 
a a possibility of corroborating them as fully 
was. 

»ither attempted to deny nor to excuse his 
restored Sir Lorenzo to Lisbon, for the ex- 
lrpose of confirming the Portuguese in their 
ble intentions respecting the deceased king's 
; neither his having had in contemplation to 
f possible, a change in the present existing 
nent of Castile. All he attempted was, to 
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have his allegations' against his betrayer listened to, 
and the justice he had been the means of bringing 
him to, in an equal degree inflicted on him. 

But in vain he preferred his accusations against 
him ; they were wholly disregarded, in conse- 
quence of being imputed, unsupported as they were 
by any other testimony than his own, to that re- 
sentment it was natural to suppose he felt against 
him, as but for the papers he produced, his guilt 
would never haye been substantiated. 

They consisted of letters addressed to several of 
the most distinguished partizans of his illustrious 
house, explanatory of the motives that actuated him 
to proceed to Lisbon, and were committed to the care 
of father Jerome, for the purpose of being sent to 
them ; for being in his possession, the subtle monk 
accounted, by pretending he had received them from 
an unknown person, with a letter expressive of the 
deepest regret for ever having entered into the busi- 
ness they treated of; and pointing out, as some 
atonement for having done so, the lonely house in 
which the duke had tarried behind Sir Lorenzo, for 
the purpose of receiving answers to them, and where 
he, the father, as in duty bound, had seized him. 

Distracted at his fate, and compelled, besides, to 
leave the castle on its seizure, Olivia resolved on fol- 
lowing Elvina ; but how impossible to express her 
consternation, when, on arriving at that of Lerida, 
she learned from its ancient housekeeper, that it had 
»ot been occupied for years, by any of the family, in 
consequence of the death of the marquis in England, 
and the subsequent marriage of his lady with a no- 
bleman of that kingdom ; and that no stranger what- 
ever had been to it for a considerable time. Over- 
come by grief and terror, she sunk beneath her feel- 
ings, and for a few days was compelled to accept the 
offer of accommodation in it* 
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By this time, Don Ferdinand had returned from 
Lisbon, but without any change in his feelings', any 
alleviation of the intolerable anguish with which he 
commenced his journey thither. Elvina, still reigned 
triumphant in his heart; still, still with fervent an- 
guish and consuming rage, he dwelt on her imagined 
perfidy ; reproaches lent their idle aid in vain ; in 
vain he called upon his pride to aid him in his strug- 
gles to expel her from his thoughts ; fancy still pour- 
ed afresh her beauties on them, rendering ineffectual 
every effort made for the purpose. 

Prom the rumours which had met his ear at Lis- 
bon, he was not surprised by the tidings he received, 
on his return to Seville, respecting the duke ; but 
though not surprised, he was afflicted beyond descrip- 
tion 

Forgetting the cause he had of enmity to him, or 
rather incapable of feeling enmity towards a fallen 
foe, towards the dear father of her whom, spite of 
his imagined wrongs, of all the pangs she had made 
him suffer, he still adored, he instantly began to exert 
himself in his behalf. All the interest of his house 
he had exerted for him, backed by the humblest sup- 
plications in person — supplications which, for his own 
life, he would have disdained making ; but the king 
was inexorable. 

At length, in despair, he betook himself to the pa- 
lace of Guzman, in hopes the marchioness and her 
daughter would, at his request, exert their influence 
with the marquis, to prevail on him to second ano- 
ther application to the king, in whose estimation he 
stood high, *for the unhappy Osma, and which he 
himself had in vain entreated of him. 

The friendship they had always evinced for the 
lovely Elvina warranted these hopes ; but alas ! with 
all their boasting, they felt not the smallest esteem or 
affection for her; on the contrary, her surpassing 
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beauty, a&d the consequently superior admiration it 
excited, had rendered her an object of such hatred 
and envy to them, as to induce their rejoicing at the 
destruction of her prospects— -at the idea of die re- 
mainder of her life being passed in sorrow and ob- 
scurity, in the wretchedness of dependence on those 
whom she once unconsciously triumphed over, or else 
amid the gloom and severities of monastic seclusion. 

Far, however, from betraying their real sentiments, 
they counterfeited the most exquisite sensibility for 
her, a sensibility which the noble-hearted Ferdinand, 
judging of others by himself did not once suspect ; 
but in the midst of their affected sorrow, their solemn 
assurances of exerting all their influence with the 
marquis, to induce him to comply with his wishes, 
and whom they pretended to have already importu- 
ned on the subject, the door of the apartment was 
abruptly thrown open, and . ere the attendant had 
time to announce the person who was approaching, a 
fair spectre rushed in, and fell at the feet of the mar- 
chioness* 

It can scarcely be necessary to say it was Elvina. 
Impatient to behold her Olivia again, and wishing to 
he accompanied to Seville hy her, she had first pro- 
ceeded to the castle, and there learnt the dreadful fate 
impending over her father. 

The instant she recovered from the o'erwhelming 
effect it had upon her, she conceived the idea of fly- 
ing to the marchioness of Guzman, of whose friend- 
ship for her she had not a doubt, like her unhappy 
lover, being too sincere herself to suspect the sinceri- 
ty of others, nor consequently of receiving every as- 
sistance from her in this dreadful emergency. 

Had the reverse been the case, madness must have 
seized her ; for the next day being the one appoint- 
ed for the execution of her father, numerous as she 
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believed his friends to be, she knew there was no 
time to solicit them in his behalf* 

Hypocrisy is generally at some time or other un- 
naasked ; the marchioness completely thrown off her 
K**ard by this unexpected apparition, by the rage and 
v ^xation she felt at her being again thrown in the way 
°f Ferdinand whose hand she had long aimed at for her 
daughter, and in whose chains she did not despair of 
y^t seeing him, could he be induced to forget Elvina, 
"^Iiich now that they had met again, seemed every 
taxing But possible, was unable to command herself, 
triable any longer to dissemble her real feelings. 

With a countenance very different from that which 
^Vie had just the moment before worn, she demanded 
~ the attendant how he came to allow of this intru- 
on on her ? 
With a piercing cry, Elvina prevented his reply- 
g. u Oh, Heavens !" she franticly exclaimed, * 4 is 
is the realization of the hope that brought me hi- 
er ? Do you," with all the wildness of despair, she 
^-«ided, u do you abandon me ? you, to whom I fled 
my only hope, my only refuge in this hour of ago- 
y ? You proffered me kindness when I needed it not 
h ! disappoint not, in the season of adversity, the 
xpectations you raised m the day of prosperity ; suc- 
^ourless and sad, I now implore some proof of that 
friendship which you so often professed for me." 

44 Whatever were the views that led you hither, I 
Xnust now explicitly inform you," cried the marchio- 
ness, u that recent events will not permit a continu- 
ance of that friendship ; respect for themselves will 
not allow the wife or daughter of the marquis of 
Guzman to hold any further correspondence with the 
daughter of a traitor. I am sorry for your sufferings, 
but justice demands their infliction. I shall now 
i leave you in the uninterrupted enjoyment of this 
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nor have I any hesitation in adding, that though I can 
no longer receive you as a guest, I shall feel pleasure 
in extending my benevolence to you, should you need 
it." 

Then drawing her robe from the trembling grasp 
of the heart-rent Elvina, and taking her daughter by 
the arm, she quitted the room, not without a sensa- 
tion of malicious joy, that fully reconciled her to the 
idea of the odious light in which her conduct to the 
unhappy suppliant must occasion her, she was aware, 
to be regarded by him, at the thoughts of the morti- 
fication she had inflicted on Don Ferdinand, by the 
humiliating manner in which she had treated his mis- 
tress* 

Elvina fell to' the ground, as she disengaged herself 
from her, unable to bear up against this unexpected 
blow* The hopelessness of any further effort in be- 
half of her father, completely subdued her ; since de- 
ceived here, on whose sincerity could she rely i u I 
cannot save thee, my father," she faintly exclaimed ; 
" the world deserts us, but I can die with thee*" 

" And does the baseness, the ingratitude of one 
false friend, render Elvina forgetful of every real 
one ?" now cried Don Ferdinand, advancing from 
the window against which he had been leaning at her 
entrance, and whom, in her eagerness to throw her- 
self at the feet of the perfidious marchioness, she had 
not noticed* 

Starting from the floor at the well-known accents, 
Elvina no sooner convinced herself that her ear had 
not deceived her, than with a shriek of joy and sur- 
prise, " Heaven listens to me," she cried, wildly 
clasping her hands together ; " the supplications of 
my heart have been regarded ; hope revives at see- 
ing you here, for I know, I know your generous na~ 
ture too well, to fear that the rude storm which now 
howls around me, will scare thee from me ; yes, I 
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£now thee too well to think — " involuntarily sinking 
at his feet as she proceeded, and with a pathos that 
subdued his very soul, that affected even to agony 
his feelings, u you will forsake me." 

44 Forsake thee !" in a voice scarce articulate, re- 
peated the agitated, the agonized Ferdinand, drop- 
ping on one knee beside her, and tremblingly circling 
her waist with his arm ; " forsake thee !" he repeat- 
ed ; then after a transient pause, occasioned by emo- 
tion, u Oh ! may Heaven," with energy he exclaim- 
ed, a forsake me when I forsake the suffering child of 
humanity, but above all, thee, the so long cherished 
object of my tenderest regard ; thee, so doubly dear, 
90 doubly interesting from thy sorrows !" 

44 You will instantly, then, make an effort -for my 
father ?" cried Elvina. 

44 Alas !" replied he, involuntarily, " I have alrea- 
dy exerted myself in his behalf, but " 

A fearful shriek prevented what he would have ad- 
ded : u I am come, then," cried Elvina, convulsive- 
ly, 44 but to attend him to the scaffold." 

44 Oh, God ! that I could give you hope, returned 
the distracted Ferdinand — then suddenly starting, 
44 Yet do not utterly despair," he cried, u it has just 
struck me, that were you to supplicate the king your- 
self for him, the revocation of his sentence might be 
obtained — might, do I say !" yielding^in spite of him- 
self, to the ardour of his feelings — " Oh ! it would, 
• it must— he could not gaze," contemplating her him- 
self as he spoke, with eyes expressive, eloquently ex- 
pressive of the extatic tenderness, jthe fervent love, 
the fond devotion she had inspired him with, u and 
be unmoved ; he could not listen, and be inexora- 
ble." 

44 Let us fly then," said Elvina, starting from the 
ground, and seizing his arm. 
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" Nay, a minute," he returned, and summoning a 
messenger, he despatched him to his palace for a car- 
riage, aware of the notice which her exquisite beauty, 
together with the disorder of her looks and dress, 
would occasion her to attract, were she -to proceed 
•through the streets on foot. 

In their way to the palace her languid head dropt 
for a minute unconsciously on his shoulder. Oh, what - 
were the sensations of Don Ferdinand at this mo- 
ment ! Oh, what his sensations at finding the dear 
object of his tenderest affections thus thrown upon his 
pity, his companion, his support, without his having 
the consolation to think he might remain her protect- 
or ! Her supposed attachment to the hated Rodolph 
interdicted such a thought, checked the warm vow 
that was ready to burst from his lips, to devote his 
life to her service, to the soothing her sorrows, to the 
alleviation of her anguish, should her suit to the 
king prove unsuccessful. But though the idea of her 
passion for another obtruded at the moment to chill 
the warm feelings of the lover, it could not chill those 
of the friend of humanity, of sensibility ; and with 
the tear which dewed his manly cheek at her suffer- 
ings, as, melting in fondness o'er her, he supported 
her trembling frame, was mingled one of bitterness 
and despair on his own account*. 

On reaching the palace he sent for Don Julio, who 
was luckily in attendance this day on the king, and 
briefly informing him of the business on which they 
were come, he offered to conduct them up a back 
staircase to a private gallery which the king had to 
pass through to*his private apartments, from the 
closet where he gave audiences, and which he was 
now on the point of quitting. His offer was grate- 
fully accepted, and Don Ferdinand was pleased to 
find, on reaching the gallery, no one in it. Scarce- 
ly haa they entered it ere the king made his appear* 
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ance ; intent on looking over a paper, he perceived 
not who were awaiting him, till he had advanced 
some way in it. Immediately drawing back, with a 
look of resentment, for in an instant he surmised the 
motive that had brought Elvina there, he attempted 
to retreat to the apartment he had just quitted, but 
was prevented by Elvina throwing herself, with a 
faint shriek, between him and it. 

Much disconcerted, u Don Julio,^ cried he, in- a 
tone of sternness, " I am much displeased at your 
permitting this intrusion ; neither can I excuse you, 
Son Ferdinand, for thinking of it." 

44 Sire," said the noble youth, stepping forward, 
44 deeply should I grieve did I think I had incurred 
your serious resentment, but from the nobleness of 
your nature I cannot despair of being forgiven for 
my present conduct, when the motive of it is taken 
into consideration." 

44 Be not too certain that you do not deceive your- 
self," returned the king. " Having already heard 
my determination on the subject on which you are 
come, 'twas presumptuous to encourage in any one 
a hope of its being changed." 

44 Oh sire, let him not be blamed," cried Elvina, 
falling at his feet, 44 for hearkening to the voice of 
misery, for yielding to the suggestions of the despair 
which led me hither, to thee who alone hast the pow- 
er of rescuing me from wretchedness. I ask not the 
revocation of that part of the sentence which attaints 
the honours of my house, which despoils it of its pos- 
sessions, and lays it in the dust ; I ask but the revo- 
cation of that part which dooms my father to the 
scaffold. Oh ! spare him, sire ; spare him to my 
prayers ; spare him to my tears ; let those tears speak 
for me ; let the anguish they evince incline you to 
hear me; let the consideration, tjhtat if justice awes, 
so mercy melts, have some influence in moving you 
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to compassion. If he who offered himself as a pro* 
pitiation for our sins, had not been sensible how lia- 
ble we all are to err, from the unhappy imperfections 
of our nature, he never would have enjoined us to 
mercy as he has done, since there would then have 
been no room for the display of it. Think, sire, 
think, that by the utterance of one word, you have 
the power of raising a trembling wretch from misery 
to happiness, from earth to heaven; and suffer the 
benevolence of your nature to induce you to pro- 
nounce it." 

44 Lady," he replied, disengaging, as he spoke, his 
cloak which unconsciously, perhaps, she had held by 
while addressing him, 44 your friends would have 
acted with greater kindness towards you, had they 
spared you the pain of hearing me refuse this appli- 
cation. I am moved by your sufferings, but com- 
passion for an individual cannot make me forgetful 
of the duty I owe myself and descendants ; were it 
to do so, it would then .deserve the name of weak- 
ness. I am affected, I repeat, by your sorrows ; I 
grieve to think that one 'so good and amiable should 
be involved in misery by the guilt of another, but 
cannot, will not revoke the sentence passed upon the 
duke ; justice must have its victim, nor will I suffer 
his name again to be uttered in my presence." 

Elvina fell prostrate on the floor , as he drew back 
from her. Ferdinand, the cruelly, the dreadfully dis- 
appointed Ferdinand, snatched her from it. For a 
minute she lay with eyes closed, utterly exhausted, in 
his arms ; then wildly starting, and perceiving the 
king on the point of closing the door of his apart- 
ment, she darted after him, and again throwing her- 
self on her knees, while he yet held it in his hand— 
44 Oh ! ere this fatal door, like the gates of death, Jbe 
forever closed upon-my hopes, listen to the voice of 
my despair" she cried, i4 1 am not ignorant, sire, 
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of the imperious duties of a sovereign ; I know they 
are often, contrary to every feeling, compelled to sa- 
crifice humanity to justice ; but for once, let the for- 
mer prevail. After my father being given up, as I 
may say, from the very grave, to my wishes, oh ! in 
agony I supplicate not to lose him by a death of vio- 
lence ; if you doubt his fealty again, let walls of rock, 
and bars of adamant, secure us— -only spare him to 
me ; only spare me the horror of beholding his blood 
streaming on the scaffold." 

44 Why, why am 1 thus overborne by supplication ?" 
cried the king, somewhat impatiently, yet in a tone 
evidently indicative of struggling feelings. " Yet, 
since I waver, I will decide on the side of mercy :— • 
lady, your tears, your prayers, above all, your virtues, 
have subdued me ; I give your father to you ; and 
to evince my esteem, my admiration of those virtues, 
to encourage goodness, by demonstrating, that even 
in this world it will meet with an adequate reward, I 
restore him to you, not like a star shorn of all its 
beams, but with all his honours, all his estates. 

Elvina essayed to speak, but transport overpower- 
ed her utterance ; she bowed her face to the earth, 
unable in any other way to express what she felt. 

The king motioned to the friends to raise her, and 
the impassioned lover again caught her from the floor 
—-several minutes however elapsed ere she showed 
any sign almost of animation ; at length, those radi- 
ant eyes, which sorrow had so long dimmed, were 
again unclosed. 

44 Be you yourself the messenger of peace and 
mercy," cried the king, on seeing her recover : " were 
they to be personified, yours surely is the form that 
would be chosen for the purpose ; yet there is one 
condition on which I must insist, ere I confirm my 
promise." 

41 A condition !" shudderingly repeated Elvina, the 
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life-blood that was beginning /to mantle through her 
cheek again forsaking it* 

" Yes," replied the king, but with a benignant 
smile, that in a moment dissipated her apprehensions, 
" it is, that the duke no longer opposes your union 
with a lover so worthy of you." 

Elyina for a moment hid her face, suffused with 
blushes, in her hand; then again looking up, not 
sorry, perhaps, at this opportunity of assuring her 
Ferdinand of the happiness she naturally concluded 
the acknowledgment would give him—" Sire," she 
replied, in tremulous accents, u 'tis a condition alrea- 
dy complied with ; my father's declaration in our 
last conference, permits me to aver so." 

Don Ferdinand, ignorant of the death of Rodolph, 
started at this assertion ; checking, however,, the emo- 
tion it inspired, checking it, from the sudden recol- 
lection of the insurmountable obstacles which the 
conduct he was led to accuse her of, had raised to 
their union, he proceeded to re-conduct her to the 
carriage. • 



CHAP. XX. 



To-morrow shall the traveller come ; he that saw me in my 
beauty shall come; his eyes will search the field, but. they wift 
not find me ; the hunter shall come forth in the morning, and 
the voice of my harp shall not be heard. Where is the son of 
ear-borne Fingal ; the tear will be on his cheek* 

OsSUWN. 

• 

In the mean while, the duke, beheld the hour of 
his death rapidly approaching, without any visible 
emotion ; the indifference with which he viewed it,, 
was such as might be expected from his character i 
but though he could contemplate its terrors without 
dismay, he could not reflect on his destruction being: 
occasioned by himself; his fall from the proud emi- 
nence on which auspicious fortune had placed him, 
the triumph afforded to his enemies, the stigma affix- 
ed to his name, above all, the dreadful, the untimely 
fate of his lovely child (for of her murder by the ex- 
ecrable Jerome, he had not the smallest doubt) with- 
out pangs that dewed his forehead with the cold mois- 
ture of agony. 

A thousand times, in the dead of the night, did he 
start from his restiess couch, under the idea of her 
fair and mangled form fleeting past it j. and in the an* 
guished feelings excited by her supposed death, cal- 
led upon Heaven to accelerate the fate impending' 
ever him* 

* c % 
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That he would hasten it, if possessed of the power, 
as an apprehension, so strongly entertained, as to oc- 
ision his being deprived of all means of self-destruc- 
on, and interdicted from all intercourse with his 
iends. 

But this, and even more, he could at times have 
Drne with something of internal composure, but for 
e thoughts of his betrayer triumphing unmolested 
. his crimes; when he reflected on this,, scarcely 
>uld he forbear from openly arraigning the justice of 
leaven, scarcely from committing all the extrava- 
mcies of madness. : 

Preceded by the order of the king, Elvina was in * 
antly admitted to the prison. It was, deemed ad- 
sable, however, for the sake of both, that the tidings 
te brought should be communicated to him by ano- 
er person; and accordingly, the monk who in ge- 
:ral attended on the unhappy inmates of the place, 
as deputed to break them to him. 
tie found him in a reclining attitude, and apparent- 
lost in thought, near the dim lattice, fringed with 
y round, that lighted the apartment, and through 
hich, the sun, that glorious orb, which he believed 
ould rise no more to him, now threw a languid radi- 
lce upon the dismal walls. 

The monk had wished to approach him before, but 
as told, whenever his presence was wished for, he 
ould be summoned; and the duke, starting from his 
at as he entered, gave him to understand, by a* 
mghty frown, that he deemed his undesired visit an- 
trusion. 

"My son,'' cried the venerable man, perfectly 
imprehending the nature of this glance, but without- 
ly louring look in return, for Nature had done with 
ir resentments in him, the years that had snowed. 
s temples, and inclined his form,, had not passed, 
er him without subduing every irritable feeling,. 
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44 although my duty and my wish to visit the cell of 
gorrow and of suffering, I would not, undesired, have 
made my appearance here, but that I have a motive 
for my intrusion, which will, I believe, render it ex- 
cusable : I come, the messenger of happy tidings to* 
you ; Heaven has interposed in your behalf ; the king, 
subdued by the solicitations of a friend, has been gra- 
ciously pleased to remit the sentence passed on you, ,r 

44 A friend !" repeated the duke, as if in amaze ; 
a and who is the friend V 9 with something of a smile 
of bitterness, " to whom am I indebted ?*' 

44 To a person who braved dangers, difficulties, and 
fatigue, to obtain the power of serving you ; but who y 
in djyng all this, or more, if necessary, or almost pro- 
b^Je, would still have been performing but her duty— 
to—" he paused for a moment, overcome by the full- 
ness of his own heart ; then again, but in a voice in- 
terrupted by emotion — •" to* your daughter," he cried r 
44 you owe the pardon of the king ; to a daughter, 
whose virtues give you more cause for pride and ex- 
ultation, than all the honours of your ancestry, than 
all the victories achieved by your sword," 

44 Oh God ! can it be !" exclaimed the Duke, with 
the wildest emotion. 

44 Let ithis fervent embrace convince you of the 
truth of his assertion," cried Elvina, rushing forward 
from the door, where for the last minute she had been 
standing, as she spoke T and falling on his. neck — 
44 Oh ! my father, this, this; is a recompense for all w£ 
have suffered." 

She sunk beneath the high-wrought feelings of the 
moment ? and y as if content to resign her pure spirit 
into the hands of her Creator, the minute she had ef- 
fected the deliverance of her parent, remained for such 
a considerable period in a state of insensibility, that 
doubts were beginning to be entertained of her reco- 
very, when at length, a faint tinge of returning anima- 
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tion was perceived in her cheek, and shortly after she 
regained her faculties* 

u Oh ! my Elvira," cried the duke, as she revived 
to a consciousness of his tenderness, subdued at the 
moment to a softness, a sensibility he had never be* 
fore evinced, "lengthened life is acceptable, since 
owing to you; death would have been a blessing, had 
I indeed lost thee/' 

Something yet remained to be done ere he quitted 
the cell ; his hands were still manacled ; for every ag- 
gravation his situation would admit of, the proud, the 
haughty Osma had been made to endure, in this hour 
of trial, and a person was obliged to be summoned to 
unloose them; as the chains dropt from him, Ejjpina 
involuntarily sunk on her knees, and with a sensa|jpn 
of the most exquisite nature, kissed his wrists. 

44 Oh ! what a subject for the pencil ?* exclaimed 
the venerable monk : ** like thine, like thine," he cri- 
ed, as in the act of blessing her, his hand rested for a 
moment on her beauteous head, M be ever the tri- 
umphs of virtue ! how poor, how cold, how insignifi- 
cant the feelings of gratified vanity or ambition, to the 
thrilling transports of a daughter congratulating her- 
self on being the preserver of her parent's life !" 

A carriage was already prepared for the duke, and 
they were on the point of descending to it, when El- 
vina received a message from Don Ferdinand, whom 
she had left in another apartment, requesting to see 
her for a moment : the duke started at his name ; then 
a little recovering from the emotion it had excited, 
desired Elvina to inform him, that at a more collected 
moment, he should be happy to see him, and requite 
the obligations he owed him. 

Elvina doubted not, his desiring to see her was for 

the purpose of requesting to be immediately admitted 

to the presence of the duke ; instead of this, however,, 

being the case, he informed her, with quite an altered 
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mien, the cold and chilling air of studied formality, 
that it was solely for the purpose of offering her his 
congratulations on the happy issue of her afflictions, 
and taking his leave ere his departure. 

Confounded by his manner, Elvina stood mute and 
motionless for a moment, till the recurrence of the 
jmhappy mistake, into which he had been betrayed 
concerning her, to recollection, by enabling her in 
some way to account for it, overcame, in a degree, 
the shock it had given her ; and delivering the mes- 
sage of the duke to him, she bade him farewell, with 
something of composure, at the idea of having it fully 
in her power to explain the circumstances that had 
led to this mistake. 

In consequence of the immediate orders of the king, 
the castle was resigned to their domestics ere they 
reached its ancient gates, and who received them with 
demonstrations of joy, that heightened not a little the 
feelings of the moment* 

But how impossible to paint the rage, the conster- 
nation, and amazement of the abbot, on hearing of 
the pardon of the duke ! a rage, a consternation and 
amazement, increased by the reflection, that he had 
had it in his power to have prevented the interposition 
of his daughter for him, and by his having been led 
to believe, through the false report of one of his crea- 
tures, made for the purpose of avoiding a troublesome 
pursuit after her, that in attempting to escape through 
the woods, she had fallen from a precipice, and been 
dashed to pieces. The bitterness of disappointed re- 
venge was heightened by the ruin in which it involv- 
ed him ; the restoration of the duke to liberty was, 
he was well aware, the signal of his destruction ; he 
shuddered at the idea of the terrible retribution which 
the vengeance of a foe, at once ao powerful and vin- 
dictive, would inflict ; and perceiving no way of aver- 
ting, no way of avoiding the dreadful, the o'erwhelm- 
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ing storm that was rolling towards him, in a paroxysm 
of madness and despair, he swallowed poison. 

But though certain, immediate death was not in the 
draught, as he had imagined ; and during the linger- 
ing agonies it occasioned, agonies too excruciating to 
permit the concealment of the cause to which they 
were owing, his soul suddenly became awakened to a 
sense of the enormities he had committed. Trem- 
bling at the dreadful retrospect, he dismissed all but 
Father Anselm, and to him made an ample confes- 
sion of all, as the only atonement now in his power 
to make for them, and in order to prevent any disa- 
greeable consequences to the duke, should the fate of 
his son ever be inquired into ; but except (his were 
the case, he left it in charge to the father, to fervent- 
ly and solemnly conjure the duke, by the generosity 
and charity he possessed, not to expose his memory 
to the obloquy that must rest on it forever, should his 
crimes be known, but satisfied with the merited ven- 
geance he had inflicted on him, to let him rest undis- 
turbed in the early and unconsecrated grave to which 
he had hurried him. 

This request, together with all that passed in his 
last moments, was made known to the duke, in the 
first interview the father had with him after his re- 
turn to the castle, and the silence it implored relative 
to the guilty Rodolph, he promised, not, however, 
from any noble forgiveness of the dead— he held the 
memory of Rodolph in utter execration, but solely 
because he knew he could not subject it to the oppro- 
brium it merited, without endangering the discovery 
of transactions, which it was essential to his own 
honour and reputation to have for ever concealed. 

A more generous motive influenced the fair and 
feeling Elvina to it; she could not hear of the suffer- 
ings and compunction of the wretched father, with- 
out being moved to pity and forgiveness ; and inda-. 
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ced by the consideration of the feelings that had 
prompted his dying request, to determine on inviola- 
ble silence respecting every circumstance that could 
blacken the memory of his son. 

Of course, all idea of disclosing to Don Ferdi- 
nand the fate of the unhappy Dorinda was relin- 
quished ; in her meditated explanation with him, she 
decided on merely informing him, that the interview 
she had granted Don Rodolph in the pavilion, and 
the discovery of which had excited in his bosom 
such unjust suspicions of her, was at the particular 
request of a friend, now deceased, whose name she 
had powerful reasons for concealing, and who had a 
certain and important explanation to demand of him, 
which she had no means of obtaining but through 
her medium* 

The crime by which he had closed his career was 
too fully ascertained, to permit the abbot to be laid 
within the hallowed precincts of 'the convent : at the 
midnight hour he was conveyed to an obscure spot in 
the forest, and there, the victim of his own enormia 
ties, consigned to the oblivion of the grave, unknel- 
led, unmourned, for they should have profaned 

** The service of the dead, 
To have sung a requiem, and such rest to him, 
As to peace-parted souls." 

Father Anselm was the person appointed to suc- 
ceed him by the duke, to the great joy of the rest of 
the community ; his exemplary piety, and the mild 
benevolence of his manners, having recommended 
him to the esteem and affection of all : and now El- 
vina gave it in charge to him, to have proper persons 
despatched to the now truly desolate castle of the 
deceased Abbot, both Juan and Ursula having fallen 
victims to his fury, for the purpose of removing the 
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remains of the unfortunate Dorinda to consecrated 
ground. She also despatched a messenger after her 
dear Olivia, of whose journey to the castle of Leri- 
da she was informed by the domestics, to acquaint 
her with the happy termination of recent sorrows, 
and hasten her return. 

A discovery now took place, which removed the 
fearful impression made on her, by the mysterious 
circumstances that had led her to discover Olivia in 
the subterraneous chapel : One of the monks re- 
quested a private audience of her, the day after her 
return to the castle ; and no sooner had he entered 
the apartment, than she was convinced he was the 
person who had occasioned that discovery ; nor was 
she mistaken— he came for the purpose of avowing 
the fact. Afraid of coming forward, lest of involv- 
ing himself with the deceased abbot, in whose pow- 
er he completely was, to reveal to her the deception 
practised on her, as ft then seemed, and which a con- 
versation, accidentally overheard between him and 
Olivia, had disclosed to him, yet deeming it absolute- 
ly essential to her welfare and happiness to be in- 
formed of it, he at length resolved on availing him- 
self of his astonishing likeness to the portrait of her 
grandsire as noticed both by himself and other of the 
brothers, in their walks through the extensive galle- 
ries of the castle, to which, whenever they pleased, 
they had access, to appear to her as a supernatural 
visitant, in hopes, in this character, of being able to 
excite her to the discovery he wished. He conclud- 
ed by imploring her eternal silence on the subject, 
aware of the disclosure he had made to her being 
just as calculated to implicate bim with the haughty 
duke, as it would have been with the vindictive 
abbot. 

Elvina not only gave him the promise he required, 
but, in her turn, conjured him to adhere to inviola- 
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ble secrecy himself concerning it, more than the life 
of her father, his fame and reputation, depending on 
the transactions he had mentioned being forever 
shrouded in oblivion. 

And now it seemed as if nothing was wanting to 
the complete restoration of Elvina's tranquillity and 
happiness, but an explanation between her and Don 
Ferdinand, satisfied as the retrospect of her conduct 
had reason to make her with respect to herself; but 
he came not to receive, he came not to demand this 
explanation ; and in grief, surprise, and apprehension, 
at the obstinacy of his suspicions, for to the unwor- 
thy, the unjust opinion he had been led to conceive 
of her, she entirely imputed not seeing him, her mind 
again became a prey to the most tormenting dis- 
quietude. 

Three days had now passed away since her return 
to the castle, but without bringing even a message of 
inquiry from him ; and all hope of a reconciliation 
taking place between them began to be relinquished, 
since neither pride nor delicacy would permit her to 
think, for a moment, of obtruding on him an expla- 
nation which he had the power of soliciting in per- 
son. 

Unable to subdue her anguish, the anguish impart- 
ed by the relinquishment of this hope, she began, as 
much as possible, to avoid the penetrating eyes of 
the duke, lest the discovery of it should revive those 
irritable and vindictive feelings, those ancient and 
unjust prejudicies, she had so bitterly deplored his 
entertaining. 

Lost in agonizing recollections one evening—re- 
collections which dewed her lovely cheek with tears, 
she heard not his approach to the apartment where 
she was sitting, till he was within a few paces of it, 
when starting from her seat, she darted from it, 
through a door opening to the lawn ; nor paused, 
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fearful he might have caught a glance of her quit- 
ting it, and have followed her, till she found herself 
within the covert of the dark shades that- margined 
it, but in which she had not advanced many yards, 
ere, with' a degree of surprise, thrt drew a faint 
scream from her, she started back at the unexpected 
sight of Don Ferdinand, leaning, in a desponding 
attitude, against a tree, whence, through an opening 
in the shades, there was a partial view of the old 
towers of the castle, now crimsoned with the rays of 
the setting sun. 

44 You here !" she involuntarily exclaimed, with 
a look, and in tones indicative of the emotion 
she felt at the circumstance. 

44 For being so," replied he, advancing towards 
her, but evidently in equal emotion, agitated, embar- 
rassed, faltering in his accents, and with his counte- 
nance suffused with the glow of confusion-!— a glow 
that gave to it new charms, " I am aware an apology 
is necessary ; but trust me, I shall steadily resist in 
future, the feelings that might agairl lead me to in- 
trude on your privacy. " 

" You were not, then," said the still more agitated 
Elvina, scarcely able to support herself as she spoke, 
44 you were not, then, coming to the castle ?" 

44 To the castle !" repeated he passionately. " Oh, 
Heavens ! what but folly, what but madness, what 
but a wish to augment my wretchedness, already too 
intolerable for calm endurance, could ttmpt me to 
enter its walls again ! No, no, Elvina, you — " he 
paused, at once shocked and surprised by the tears 
which now gushed in torrents from her. 

44 You alarm, you distress me," he resumed, after 
the silence of a minute, 44 by these tears. I would 
entreat, I would implore to be informed of the cause 
of them, implore to be relieved from the torturing 
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anxiety they excite, but that I dread being accused of 

temerity." 

" To convince you of the fear being unfounded, 
know, then/' she returned, but in a voice scarcely ar- 
ticulate, " you, yes, Ferdinand, you yourself are the 
cause of them ; those cruel, those unjust, those in- 
jurious suspicions, to which you have yielded re- 
specting me — 'tis to them, 'tis to the wrong you 
have done me, by ever giving admission to them, 
these tears are owing : they it is, that again wring 
r*iy heart with agony, ere yet recovered from the suf- 
ferings it recently underwent." 

" The wrong I have done you !" exclaimed Fer- 
dinand, in the wild accents of emotion. " Oh ! re- 
peat the assertion, confirm it, convince me I have in- 
deed wronged you, and lasting as my life shall be 
my penitence for having done so." 

44 Listen, then," said Elvina — -she then, as briefly 
as possible, accounted for the circumstance to which 
alone she imputed the cruel tetter he had sent her, 
but without once forgetting the silence she had resold 
yed on, relative to every transaction calculated 
to involve the character of the departed Rodolph. 
Ere she had concluded, Ferdinand fell, in a tran- 
sport of mingled joy and remorse at her feet ; the 
seraphic expression of her countenance, her appeal- 
ing looks to heaven, her unhesitating manner, the 
pathos of her mild collected tones, as she proceeded, 
all tended to convince him, ere she had finished her 
vindication, that in ever rendering it necessary he 
had wronged her. 

" But you will, you will forgive me, angel of meek- 
ness and of mercy as you are," he cried, in accents 
at once impassioned and imploring, " when you know 
all, when you hear the cruel machinations that were 
used to disunite us. As succinctly as agitation would 
permit, he then explained to her the nature of those 
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machinations, and as she listened to him, she could 
not wonder at the consequences that had ensued 
from them ; neither was she at any loss to surmise 
by whom they had been devised ; she knew of none 
,but the deceased abbot and his son, capable of plan- 
ning such a scheme, or at all interested in preventing 
. her union with Hon Ferdinand. It was evident, that 
the intention she had avowed of seeing Rodolph, for- 
the purpose of expostulating with him on his conduct 
to Dorinda, and of which they were doubtless ap- 
prized, by the secret means they possessed, of ob- 
taining an immeditate knowledge of whatever was 
going forward in the castle, had first suggested it to 
them, and shuddered to think, that at the very mo- 
ment she was listening to Rodolph's disavowal of the 
facts alleged against him by Dorinda, the unfortunate 
Dorinda herself was struggling in the hands of the 
ruffians deputed to bear her from her chamber, 
whence, as she now recollected, the wily abbot had 
contrived a pretext *fbr drawing Olivia ; but they 
were now gone, and their death had sufficiently expia- 
ted their offences against her, in her sight, to pre- 
vent her giving utterance to the feelings excited by 
this still further proof of their baseness. 

But had her charity been even less, she would 
sjill, probably, have observed the same silence re- 
specting them, from the consideration, that she could 
scarcely betray them to obloquy, without risking the 
fame of her father, so immediately connected did a 
more minute and dispassionate review of it, than iu 
the first instance she had been able to take, convince 
her many parts of his conduct had been with theirs. 

Accordingly, on Ferdinand's pressing to know 
whether she had a suspicion of the person from whom 
the cruel, the execrable accusation against her had 
proceeded, she returned an evasive answer, adding, 
with a seraph smile, " Let it suffice to know 'tis 
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false f to ascertain the author, could answer no other 
end, than to keep alive those irritable feelings which, 
while indulged, keep both real happiness and compo- 
sure at a distance." 

A fear of her ascribing his persevering in the in- 
quiry to a still lingering doubt, withheld Don Ferdi- 
nand from repeating the question ; and in the trans- 
ports of his joy at their reconciliation, he gradually 
lost those vindictive feelings which had occasioned 
it. 

Equal to his adoration of her, was the remorse he 
felt at ever having given way to an injurious idea 
concerning her ; and in proportion to the misery these 
ideas had occasioned, was the happiness now experi- 
enced by their removal. * 

Eloquently as he painted his recent sufferings to 
his tender, his sympathizing mistress, he was unequal 
to do them justice — to give her an adequate idea of 
what he felt, at finding, by a strange perverseness in 
his fate, that her hand might be his, at the very mo- 
ment when worlds could not have induced him to ac- 
cept it. 

No, to a mind ardent, tender, delicate, enthusiastic 
in its feelings like his, the possession of the object of 
its affections was not sufficient for his happiness, with- 
out the conviction of her heart, as well as person, be- 
ing his ; of her having not only accompanied him to 
the altar with reciprocal sentiments, but also experi- 
enced them, from the moment she excited a belief of 
having done so. 4 

Led, therefore, to believe that Elvina had never 
felt for him those sentiments which she had professed, 
he shrunk from the idea of uniting their fates, not- 
withstanding the unabated ardour of his passion, not- 
withstanding his persuasion of its being unconquera- 
ble : to relinquish her was misery, yet to wed her, 
under the impression of her mdii&rcfe£& %kAvksne«».- 

D & % 
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rky, would, he was well aware, from his knowledge 
of his own disposition, be superior wretchedness ; 
for well, well could he conceive what his maddening 
sensations must be, " who doats, yet doubts— sus- 
pects, yet strongly loves." 

Besides, there was something in the way in which 
the supposed correspondence - between her and Ro- 
dolph had been carried on, so inconsistent with, so 
revolting to his ideas of female delicacy and proprie- 
ty, as, exclusive of every other consideration, to op- 
pose the renewal of his addresses to her. It was not 
sufficient that his wife should appear perfect in the 
eyes of the world ; to satisfy the delicacy of his feel- 
ings, the pride of his soul, it was requisite that he 
himself should know her tAbe so. 

So fearful, however, was he of exposing her to the 
slightest animadversion, qpch was the tenderness, the 
exalted generosity of his nature, that the day follow- 
ing the deliverance of her father, he waited upon the 
king, for the express purpose of making him believe 
his declining the proposed alliance between them, was 
entirely owing to his conviction of its being one that 
did not meet the approbation of the duke, nor conse- 
quently be productive of real happiness to him ; and 
so thoroughly succeeded in impressing this belief on 
the mind of his majesty, as to induce him to relinquish 
all idea of interfering further on the subject. 

But though his mind was fully made up to the re- 
linquishment of £lvina, yet tortured, tantalized, at 
beholding within his reach that object which he had 
so long sighed to possess, but which he durst not 
now suffer himself to think of, his restlessness, his agi- 
tation, were as great as if still undecided in his reso- 
lution ; and under the influence of these feelings, he 
proceeded almost unconsciously towards the castle, 
till within a short distance of it, when giving his 
horse to his attendant, he Te^aited to ^ s^ot whence 
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he could again indulge himself with a view of its an- 
tique towers ; for notwithstanding his imagined in- 
juries from her, he could not help experiencing some- 
thing like a sensation of delight, at even gazing at 
the walls that enclosed her : what immediately follow- 
ed, has been already related ; but alas ! the happi- 
ness that ensued was but of short duration ; ere they 
had well hailed its return, they saw the interposing 
hand of fate again stretched out between them* 

Don Ferdinand no sooner heard of the fate im- 
pending over the duke, after his return from Lisbon, 
than he hastened to Elvina, for the purpose of assu- 
ring her, that she might rely on his using every ex- 
ertion that could be made to save him ; but to his 
disappointment, instead of finding her there, or learn- 
ing where she was to be met with, was informed by 
one of the domestics, who was suffered to remain af- 
ter its seizure by the king, that she had left it some 
days previous to this period, on a secret journey ; 
and it now suddenly occurred to him to inquire 
where she had been. 

Elvina, who had not the slightest suspicion of his 
having obtained any knowledge of her journey, was 
thrown into unutterable confusion by this question, 
since, without betraying what was infinitely more 
precious to her than existence, infinitely more sacred 
in her eyes, the honour of her father, she could not 
answer it ; yet in an instant surmised, from what had 
just passed, the probable consequences of remaining 
silent to it. 

A stranger to dissimulation, she was unaBle to con- 
ceal her dismay and confusion ; and as he witnessed 
her agitation, her alarmed lover ^relapsed into all the 
tiorrors of mistrust and jealousy.* 

All that he had ever heard of the deceit, of the perfidy 
of her sex, recurred at the moment to his recollection, 
inducing a belief of tjie pos&Vb&ty oi\w.\ Yoctbds^ ^fc* 
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ceived him ; of her acceptance of his addresses being 
entirely owing to the real object of her affections be* 
ing lost to her ,* for of the death of Don Rodolph he 
was by this time apprized ; or rather to a hope, that 
by giving him her hand so immediately after his de- 
cease, she should prevent her secret attachment from 
being implicitly believed, if indeed it was suspected. 

In vain Heaven seemed to beam in her eye, in vain 
truth, love and candour, to shine in every feature; 
suspicion resuming its baneful influence over him, 
turned all beauty into thoughts of harm ; nor would 
the magic of her tones, had she been able to exert her 
voice at the moment, have proved more successful in 
reviving his confidence, and assuaging his anguish ; 
nought could suffice for this purpose, but a full, an un- 
hesitating explanation respecting this fatal journey. 

Suddenly grasping her hand, as with eyes bending 
to the ground she sought to avoid those glances which 
he seemed to shoot into her very soul. a Elvina," 
he exclaimed, in accents of half repressed vehemence, 
*' you have not yet answered me, yet informed me 
where you were at the time I sought you at the cas- 
tle." 

u It cannot surely be of importance to you to know r " 
returned Elvina, but in accents scarce articulate, and 
with a cheek alternately pale, alternately crimsoned 
by emotion. 

" Not of importance to me to know !" he repeated 
wildly ; " Oh ! Heavens, how do my feelings contra- 
dict that assertion ! Elvina, 'tis essential to my peace* 
to my happiness, to the preservation of my reasoiff 
that you should inform me. Oh ! answer but this 
one interrogation more," he cried, throwing himself 
at her feet, " deign, deign to satisfy me in this in- 
stance, and you elevate me . again from earth to hea- 
ven ; you claim, and you ensure to yourself the ho- 
mage and submission of my fu\>*£toyW'« 
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Let us part, Don Ferdinand," said the cruelly 
persecuted Elvina, but in a still fainter tone ; " the 
feelings betrayed by this wild emotion, impress me 
with a conviction of the necessity of our doing so for- 
ever. Without mutual confidence, there cannot be 
even a chance of happiness ; and to hope for that, 
where the mind is tainted by suspicion, fevered with 
jealousy, were ridiculous." 

" You refuse, then, to answer me," rejoined Don 
Ferdinand, starting from the ground, with all the 
wildness of alarm and despair, and distractedly stri- 
king his forehead, " you force, you compel me to be- 
lieve, by your obstinate silence, that there is some- 
thing which you cannot, which you durst not re- 
veal. Elvina, in pity, in mercy, in compassion to 
yourself as well as me, if indeed your heart acknow- 
ledges a sentiment of tenderness for me, divest my 
mind of the horrible idea, by satisfying my solicitude, 
as to the object of your recent journey ; trust to my 
honour, trust to my tenderness, to conceal forever 
any confidence you may repose in me." 

The resentment and indignation which she had ex- 
perienced, at the renewal of his suspicions, vanquish- 
ed by the tenderness of this supplication, the tortured 
Elvina would unhesitatingly have reposed in him the 
confidence he solicited, had she alone been the person 
to suffer by the communication he required; yes, 
trusting to that honour, to that love of which he had 
just spoken, and of which she had already had too 
many affecting proofs, now to be able to doubt the ge- 
nerosity of either, for their concealment, she would 
instantly have committed every secret of her soul to 
his keeping, but that she could not repose this unlimi- 
ted confidence in him, without irreparable injury to 
the reputation of her father, without betraying the 
base designs, the degrading artifices, the humiliating 
measures, his unjust hatred towards his house had led 
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him to conceive and have recourse to ; without pro- 
ving, that however lofty, however exalted his preten- 
sions to fame, they were unsupported by his actions ; 
and rather than accuse herself of this, rather than 
thus degrade him — him whose reputation the laws of 
nature enjoined her holding sacred, expose him to the 
silent scorn, the lasting contempt of the noble Ferdi- 
nand, deprive him of the esteem of that noble heart, 
which, above all others, she was ambitious of his 
possessing, she preferred the resignation of every 
hope. 

Accordingly shrinking back 'on the agitated Ferdi - 
nand, repeating, after a short but impressive pause, 
and in a still more appealing, more energetic manner 
than before, his request, she falteringly desired him 
to leave her. 

" You banish me then from you !" he cried, with a 
cheek now like her own, varying every moment 
through emotion, and eyes wildly rolling : " Oh ! El- 
vina, I repeat, if any tenderness for me warms your 
heart, ere it be too late, give me the satisfaction I re* 
quire. I have a right to solicit, I have a right to de- 
mand it," he added, still more passionately ; " yes, 
the man whose vows you condescend to accept, has a 
right to expect,, to demand your boundless confi- 
dence." 

" Oh God *" exclaimed the unhappy Elvina, clasp- 
ing her hands together, and casting her eyes des- 
pairingly towards heaven, " why, why am I thus 
tortured ?" 

" Then you cannot, then you will not relieve me 
from these horrid doubts ?" again demanded the al- 
most frantic Ferdinand. 

Elvina involuntarily averted her face. 

u 1 understand you," he cried, with for a moment 
the calmness of outbreathed despair ; then again re- u 
)apsing into all the wild extravagance of passion, 
"Elvina!" he exclaimed, slaxtm^ fcom^ her feet^ at 
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which he had again, in the agony and vehemence of 
supplication, thrown himself, " Elvina ! farewell ; for 
ever, ever, farewell." 

Then swift as an arrow from a bow, he darted from 
her sight. For a minute after he had left her, the 
sad, the lovely mourner, the self-devoted victim of 
unjust prejudice, stood mute and motionless ; then, 
hurried onward by her feelings, by the despair, the 
wild anguish of her heart, she rushed after him, with 
a faint shriek for his return, but a shriek which did 
not reach his ear. Ere she had advanced many pa- 
ces, however, recollecting herself, and suddenly check- 
ing her steps, v r ith a bursting sigh, " But why should 
I seek to recall him ?" she cried ; u what end could it 
answer, but to renew the cruet conflicts I have just 
gone through, or endanger that secret on which de- 
pends, what more than existence I should value, the 
reputation of my father ? Oh ! Thou," she added, 
sinking on her knees upon the grass, within the covert 
of the rustling trees, while the hands that were up- 
lifted in supplication trembled in agony, " Thou 
whose support I experienced through so many trying 
scenes, uphold me in this one trial more, this arduous 
conflict between love and duty, that free from remorse, 
as innocent of crime, I may sink into the early grave 
which sorrow leads me to. Ferdinand, beloved Fer- 
dinand, I see we are for ever separated, but I reproach 
you not for the suspicions which occasion our being 
so ; no, with such a foundation for them, as the cru- 
el machinations of my enemies laid, I cannot wonder 
at their revival ; but how unmerited they were, in that 
happier world where the secrets of all hearts are 
known, thou wilt be convinced, thou there wilt then 
see, that Elvina loved thee with a passion not less 
fervant, not less generous than thy own; that she 
whom you cast from your regard, would, at the very 
moment you threw her from it, have encountered the 
greatest difficulties, the greatest dangers for your 
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sake, would have shared with you, not merely with- 
out repining, but with rapture, the dampest, drear- 
iest dungeon into which the vicissitudes of fortune 
could have plunged you." 

She rose and turned— turned to be enfolded in the 
arms of her father. 

He had caught a glimpse of her hurrying from 
N the apartment, and in surprise and alarm at the cir- 
cumstance, had followed, and been an unperceived, 
an unsuspected witness of the scene between her and 
Don Ferdinand. 

The storm that had collected in his horizon had 
bent, but, not softened him, as it rolled over his head ; 
with the retrieval of his fortunes revived all his na- 
tive sternness, his unbending haughtiness, his ancient 
animosities ; but this scene subdued him ; it effected 
what affliction had failed of accomplishing, the sub- 
jugation of this sternness, an entire revolution in his 
feelings. 

He could not behold that daughter to whom he 
owed so much, that daughter, who through his means 
had already been so severely tried, so deeply afflicted, 
voluntarily devoting herself to wretchedness, to avert 
from him the shame, the censure due to his offences ; 
he could not hear that tender, that supplianjt voice, 
whose pathetic pleading had turned the uplifted arm 
of justice from him, now calling upon Heaven for 
support beneath the agony inflicted by the relinquish- 
ment of the hopes she gave up for his sake, without 
being moved, without being melted, withoutr deter- 
mining to prevent the intended sacrifice ; yet such, 
such were his emotions at the moment, he had not 
power to arrest the flying steps of the unhappy Ferdi*- 
nand ; but as his daughter turned, his arms involun* 
tarily expanded to receive her, and for a minute held 
her in an embrace so strenuous to bis heart, as to 
check the faint scream which was bursting from he|^ 
lips, at his unexpected sight, 
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Then a little recovering himself, " Elvina," he cried, 
'* you have conquered- Oh ! what were I, could I 
permit the sacrifice you have resolved on ; could I 
permit the punishment due to my misdeeds to light 
on thy guiltless head, the bolt, aimed by retributive 
justice, . to fell on thee ! Honour, humanity, all that 
is noble in my nature, all that is paternal in my heart, 
forbid the idea ; to thy virtues I owe my life— I now 
owe them more ; yes, daughter of suffering and of 
patience, how great, how mighty will thy transport 
be, when I tell thee, that to them I owe the reforma- 
tion of my heart, the overthrow of all those direful 
passions, which have so long agitated it ; to them an 
earthly monarch granted my life, to them a mightier 
than he has granted this change in my feelings : I re- 
peat it, you have conquered, and at length am I wor- 
thy of the title of thy father, ' 

Great, indeed surpassing any she had ever before 
experienced, was the transport of Elvina at what she 
now heard. Her views extertded beyond this nar- 
row sphere, and to think that those dreadful passions, 
those implacable feelings, so inimical to felicity here, 
so destructive to all hope of it hereafter, were no 
longer in existence ; that by the conquest of them, 
by his determination of making atonement for every 
injury they had led to, there was no longer any thing 
to cloud her father's prospects of a happy immortali- 
ty among the spirits of the just above, of their en- 
joying together, in the ethereal fields of heaven, hap- 
piness unspeakable as well as eternal, was a rapture, 
an ecstacy, too great for description, which ftdly, am- 
ply compensated for every recent suffering* 

Utterance for some minutes was denied her, but 
her beaming countenance, uplifted to heaven, elo- 
quently expressed all she felt ; then turning to 
her father, " Oh, my father ! ;> she cried, "such, 
such are the feelings of this moment, methinks no- 
thing- is wanting to complete m^ Yv2c^^*s^ 
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♦" Yet you will, by the rising of tomorrow's sun, be 
convinced, I make no doubt, cried the duke, tender- 
ly pressing her hand, " that it is capable of addition. 
Be not alarmed," .he continued, perceiving by her 
countenance that she perfectly comprehended what he* 
meant ; " true, I intend to follow Don Ferdinand ; 
but I know his generous nature too well, not to be 
convinced, that to his bosom, as to a holy and invio- 
lable sanctuary, I may safely intrust every secret of 
my soul ; I shall be abashed, I shall be humbled by 
my confession to him, but some expiation is due for 
my conduct." 

To dwell longer on this scene were superfluous ; 
he led her back to the castle, and immediately hasten- 
ed after Don Ferdinand. Scarcely had he entered 
upon his intended explanation, ere the noble Ferdi- 
nand suddenly comprehended all it would unfold, en- 
deavoured, from those feelings of delicacy and gene- 
rosity peculiar to minds like his, to prevent his con- 
tinuing it ; but the duke having entered upon it, was 
determined on going through with it, not so much 
out of justice to his daughter, for he already saw Don 
Ferdinand did her justice, as from feeling this gene- 
rosity more insupportable than the self-humiliation 
it excited. On concluding, " You now," cried he, 
li know to what to impute that silence which so af- 
flicted you; and if still, after what you have heard, 
you can desire my alliance, if the virtues of the daugh- 

t ter are too fascinating, too dazzling, to permit you to 
.dwell on the fellings of the father, Elvma is yours.'* 
The struggling feelings of Ferdinand would not, 
for a minute, allow him to speak ; but while he in- 
voluntarily averted his countenance, to,conceal emo- 
tions he could not immediately subdue, the fervent 
pressure of his hand gave the duke to understand 
what he would have said, had language been allowed 
him at the instant. 
"I will not," he cried, \v\\eti\\fcYia&*\\\^^^<^- . 

*red himself, " wrong the ieeWt^ ol \&vs> mo\x\^v 
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so much, as to attempt to give them utterance j I 
shall merely allow myself to say, that if you indeed 
mean, if you indeed wish to render my happiness 
complete, you will not, by a word, a look, a hint, 
ever revert to the recent communication ; from this 
instant, let the silence of oblivion rest on it." 

The impatience to throw himself at the feet of Ms 
lovely mistress was not checked ; and as the duke 
had said, ere the rising sun had well beamed upon 
her, she found, by the emotions she experienced at 
his sight, that her happiness, great and pure as she 
had previously conceived it, was capable of addition : 
the arrival of Olivia completed the joy of this happy 
day ; her rapture, at the tidings that awaited her, 
may easier be conceived than described. 

Immediate preparations were ordered for the nupti- 
als of the interesting pair, those nuptials which had so 
m lotig been wished for, yet despaired of, and which, as 
a bond of union between their long-contending houses, 
were heard of with pleasure by the parti zans of each. 

But in the contemplation of her happiness, Elvina 
could not become unmindful of that of others ; she 
rested not till she had effected a reconciliation be- 
tween the duke and Don Felix de Lara, with whom, 
owing to some misunderstanding, he had, for some 
years, been on terms of coolness, and whose expec- 
tations the intention she had announced to him had 
so highly raised, nor, his fortune being rather limit- 
ed, till she had obtained an establishment for him j 
and his daughter, the fair Rozella, in the castle. 

Her happiness, though great, was not, however, 
uninterrupted. Alas ! seldom is the cup of joy rai- 
sed to our lips, without some bitter being cast into it : 
the knot which bound her for life to her Ferdinand, 
was scarcely tied, ere he was called away to: take a 
high command in the army destined to act against 
Portugal which, by this time, had unanimously de- 
clared for the brother of the \ate Yat^ \q ^sr. «v^»kv- 
on of his daughter from tfie throiue. '\V^ V^^^*^ 
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witnessed his departure, beheld his lovely bride at the 
altar, where, but a few days before, she had plighted 
him her irrevocable vows, solemnly consecrating her 
future days to solitude, should it be the will of Hea- 
ven that in this world they should meet no more. 

Many were the lingering months th3t* 'elapsed, ere 
her suspense and anxiety concerning him were at an 
end ; the tedious siege that Lisbon underwent, and 
at which Sir Lorenzo d'Acunha fell, the memorable 
circumstance to which its being at length raised was 
owing, and the subsequent defeat, and complete dis- 
comfiture of the Castilians, at the abbey of Algih&jrro- 
ta, are all events too well known to need recapitula- 
tion here. Suffice it, that after a long experience of 
difficulties, dangers, and privations, Ferdinand at 
length returned to die uninterrupted enjoyment of that 
happiness he so eminently merited with»his Elvina-— 
that happiness which had been so cruelly interrupted 
by his being torn away from her, almost at the verj r 
moment tharauthorized htm to call her his. 

And now his friend, Don Julio, who had also re- 
turned in safety with him, solicited, and soon obtain- 
ed, the hand of the fair Rozella, with whom he had 
become acquainted at his nimttals, but whom heliad 
then 

" . Look'd upon with a soldier's eye, - 
That lik'd, but had a* rougher task in hand, 
Than to drive liking to the name of love." 

In the enjoyment of the calm produced by his al- 
. tere4 feelings, the duke reviewed with a degree of asto- 
nishment, the long indulgence he had given to turbulent 
passions ; and, at length, convinced by experience, 
that the prodigality of fortune is insufficient to bestow 
happiness, without a well regulated mind, carefully 
guarded against relapsing into any of those violences 
which had so long rendered him an enemy to his own 
zepose, and that of others. ^a 
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